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EPIC PROPORTIONS 


Yo gone ocolec on the 


The villains of the classic Srar Miers trilogy wear white, black, of gray; the heroes brown, cream, blue, 
and orange. Hock, Solo's got red stripes on he pants and probably wean purple palka-coned boxers, 
Gold droids, green Jedi Masters, and we haven't even touched an the vast wardrobe of the Princess. 

If the classic trilogy was a battle of black and vhibe vs. comforting earth bones, then what were 
we to make &f the prequels? Sure, Garth Maul wore his back and red with pride, but the 
Heimoidians, Senatect, and Palpatine wore their peacock mlment as if blockade, greed, and villamny 
all appeared inthe thesaurus under “good deeds" The old onder of therngs was passing away during 
the fall of the Republic. ft isn't a case now of the good being clothed in gentle earth colors and the 
bad boldly declaring themselves in belght-yet-marally-barren hues. 

Things got murkier in Episode tl. Here's Count Dooku im dark brown Jedi-like gart Being anir so marty 
to cur heroes, dene reopen in white fighting forthe good guys, and Palpatine arrayed in rich, yet saber 
eclors, seizing the moment to unleash a qaleny-wide oyvil wae! The ute of color iy the prequels is mom 
complex, with characters decked out in modest westments—surdy they are Jedi. Mat so! Step forward, 
Deokuand Palpatine. Even the Trade Federation's battle droids want inan the fun. Goodbye, khaki boedy- 
shelk hella, rusty marcan. Anakin’s the heartthrobin black leather, and re all kn who Fell tum into. 

Unie the classic trilegy, the prequel: seem to say you can't trust anyane—and don't even bother 
to kook foe clues In someone's clothing. 

But don’t ket that color your were of thee ilies, 
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Even aot fron phe oenomenal response to our 
temporary Wing of fhe poetry ban, your canreipant- 
denice about the post few issues has pene prolific, to 
putét mildly The feeaback on each issue's survey fi 
Storers.poire. cit)! Not teen pimilordy aman, 
and mete avery hard ot work taking your insult 
ond using if bo ipe future fives, Please keep jour 
ene, cords, aid ferhers coming. 
But enougd with the poetry? 


THE WRITE STUFF 

These ks fier eacben fir hee crys of reading im [The ieaue 
265 editorial) “Use the Force —Crack os Book” | wark 
in & community ecllege writing) Canter, are qvory 
day | see students who struggle with writing 
becuse they newer got im the habit of nealing. 
hope peachers will take your advice and “spread the 
literally. 

Incidentally, 4 lew wears age, while futaring a 
college student who had difficulties with reading, 
Wleemed that my tutes wad a fellow Star Miers fan 
I quietly began incorporating articles about Star 


word”: 


Mars imbo our sessions aid at Semesters and gave 
Rim a copy of {The Trece ar Bakure that Ratiny Tyers 
had kindly autographed for ham. When | last ran 
inte Kirn, he was completing the coursework for 
his bachelor’s and looking mare confident than 
when we'd fiest eet, | like to think his kewe foe Srar 
Mors, as well as his ovm determination and hard 

work, played 4 role in his success 

LOA! BARRON 
Sonema, CA 
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KEEPING HIM GUESSING 

| waited a bit to comment an the “new* Insider, but 
itsooms you've settled down inte 4 standard Por- 
mat. Let me just Say, great job, | enjoy the way thie 
magazine has an overall theme each mauve but still 
manages to be very eclectic a5 far as thee Informa 
tion presented. Seqious arthcles, production infor- 
mation, interviews, hurver, | neser roy wheat ghee 
tim of the next page wall bring. 

Which brings me to another comment, of 
thanks | qiuess, | appreciate the Vataly OU Ine ser 
come the tenpfation ta submit to the “article con- 
tinwed on page 79." syndeone that atects many 
Magazines today. It Is a small but annoying fact of 
fe that | appreciate your foregoing 

Ky favedite feature has to be the “inside” fea- 
tures, where you take 4 picture and describe beath 
behind the scenes information and Shar Friars 
Universe information ini litthe boxes. [i's inspired 
me to do some more research on warious tdbits 
that sparked my interest. 

CODY FERRIS 
Phicenix, AZ 


Gur thanks for phe elod wero, ame our promise ta 
contre eschewing the “cominwed an” anadyarce 
_ arcept, of couse, for nie boron of this page. 


DON’T BE HATIN’ 

Dam neh years old, but plese don't throne off my 
fetter as just another duns line kid's. First of all, 
lease co not fake too much offense here. | love 
your magazine and wsebevery feo months. | read it 
front to back, then again, and if fm lucky, h’s a flip 
coved But Id fe to tell you that while | myself am 
not a big Gbi-Wan fan, are | den mind the men- 
tons of his lies and cheneit, stop the Jer Jar hate on 
the Last Pages! fe seen at beast tees making hun al 
his Dongs and there's mone, Tmooertain. Sure, he's 
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LESS ORDINARY 





For thosa who understand that a big part of 
life can be fun ‘a’ garees, we offer the place 
to meet like-minded individuals for a real 
good time: Gen Con® Indy. 

The #7 game convention in the world is 
happening for the first tine at the state-af- 
the-art Indiana Convention Center. This year, 
it's bigger than ever, wiih expanded 
progranimang that includes a bigger focus 
on compuber gaming, events, seminars, 
big-name celebrities, an art show, contests, 
industry quests, an expanded exhibitors 
area, nighth entertainment and more. 
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ane hes | THE BEST FOUR DAYS IN GAMING! 


24-27 July 2003 
Indiana Convention Center 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
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Register now, save money and then 
start planning for the time of your life. 
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Preto by Rolie Gebers 


It’s not like 
clockwork, but it’s 
like building a house 
when you don’t have 
all the plans. 


he fasiger tracked down producer Aick WleCalum on the last 

day of March, manrcely aveiding an Apeil Fool's installment of 
his update on Ser Wars Episode Ill, Thus, instead of a prank, 
MoCallum gave us only the strasght skinny on current events down at 
Fox Studios in Sydney, Australia. 

As weal, the first question he fielded was the 
SING 35 in FeOeTL months. His answer was also the 
fame: There's sll na completed screenplay for 
Epiodte 1, On the other hand, George Lucas did 
Tunn aver an outline and 44 pages of script, $0 ro 
MeCalum hasn't pulled out quite all of his 
hair yet. There's no talk of enlisting a co- 


EQUEL UPDATE 


PR 


go hee Eire Aa, 
aah F 


vatiber on this final installrresnt af rhe saga, " 
yet he producer of the twa previgus Star 
Wars prequels seems almoct placid about 
working without a finabdrat. 

“We onhy got a scrigt hve days before we 
shamed Episode 0” he esqplains. 

Perhaps part of the reason McCallum remains 
confiient i Thal Mor Fors scripts bend to be lieing 
documents, He knows just how much Is likely to 
change before shoating==aned even lang alter 


rawhore 






Just how much of the current draft is likely to change? 

“All of it," he says. “Wie ¢ac't take it too seriously. in tens of 
costumed ard ses, we knoe what were doing, but in terms of the 
achlal dialogue and some key action sequences, that'll change—all 
the way up until the day the film is released.” 

“W's mot fee clockwork,” he says, “but it’s like building a howe 
when you dant have all the plans." 


Day to Day Update 
McCallum and the rest af the onw kaow they are beginning the last 
stretch of a journey shared by milligns af movie fans around the 
weoeld—fans whe con hardly wait te see how the Stor Wars series 
conmclades, “Everbody's very excited about it,” he says. “It's moe like it’s 
4 historec moment i the world that ve live im today, but it’s the last 
one, 40 eventody really wants ta make the best film humanly possi 
ile. They're enjoying it. it's ahvays fun when yon werkirg on sore 
thing that’s the end of an era. i's the end of along period of lime, and 
i's a big. big film in relation to the five that preceded it! don’t think 
i's in the forefront of everybody's mind: | think it’s one of those back- 
ground things. It's subtes, and | think it makes people feel good.” 
Rican stays in cordbant communication with the crew, visiting 
the sets tag oF tines times a day and hosting daily updates with the 
key superiors. “We don't like traditional, formal meetings,” he says 
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Ship Shape 






"What we do is—the production designer 
and |, and the property master and the 
production manager and accountant and 
covume designer—we meet every day and 
just. pa through the sbulf thar they reed.” 
These daily meetings generate topics for 
the videoconference: between MileCallian's 
Group superisars and Luces, who renairs in 
Harthenn California. “Hite all phe 
prospective drawings and models to George, 


email 


and we go through them usually Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays.” 

“Cestumes are doing well,” says MeCallum. 
Se. cortnuichon’s been going on for about 
three weeks.” He adds that none of thope sets 
is finished, explaining, “We do sections of 
sets, because we deer't have all of our stages 
yet. Each set we complete on the sage mse!” 
At this point, Lucas has soprowed 52 ses, 
including “bats of wehiches.” 

While the costume and set comsiructian 
coniinues, the action starts in the second week 
of Apel with the arival of Shunt Coordinator Mick 
Gillard, Two weeks later, Hayden Christensen 
jeans him, says MoCalluen, "and then he starts 
his intense fight rehearsals.” 

Ewan fdoGregar won't arrive until June 10, 
so his young apprentice will have a decided 
edge—an appropriate advantage fora char 
acter who graduates between Episodes Ip 
and (I! fram student to master. In the mean 
time, Metregor is finishing another project im 
Moabike, Alabama. 

Riclallum anticipates thet filming oan 
Episcede Il will begin In bate Jur 


Causing Effects 

Months before principal 
commences, the pre-visualization 
began choreagraphing the movie, “They've 


photagraphy 
team 





When I'm writing 
one script, I start 
thinking about other 
scripts instead. 

lt’s what keeps me 
from writing. 


— George Lecas on Writing 


been working for about six weeks,” reports 
MeCallum, “and we hawe Ben Burtt editing 
the animatics. so that’s gaing along great. 
About pwelve quis lane] working all-out." 
The pre-vis team has already produced 
Abul three minutes of animation far the eark- 
ett stenes af the movie, and they've paved 
the way for werk to come, “When you siart” 
explains MeCallum, “you've gon to build so 
mary models—there's a fet of ork thar has 
to be done. in about 6 moeth's tire, wel be 
able to pure out fifty, secty Shots a eek” 
Industria’ Light & Magic has been working 
on Episode Ill since September 2002, decid- 
ing the answers bo such questions as: “What 
are ‘we going to pains? What is going to be 
“digital? Hea are wee galng to increase thee 
matte department? How are we gaing to 
push digital wehnetogy? How do we do all 
those things? What's our pipeline going to 
be? Row can we make the recording of the 
digital technology berber? Literally, hundreds 
if not thousands of sues have Been going 


an since September.” 
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Join us agein nest issue, when the Insider 
once again interrupts Rick fécCalburm's busy 
schedule to eam the latest develogments in 
the production of Episode iil. Until then, keep 
your quesions—and especially those juicy 
rurmers—ooming to ingider@palze.com, We 
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Industrial Light & Magic 
and Skywalker Sound 


of heave when 

Vietnam, he 
dup a magazine featuring se 
1 industrial Light & f 


his astenglon the reat were not the ships, 
fe? the effects, but the fact that two 
Aslans—Lanry Tar 
were pictured uw : 
$ Muren and Phil Tippet. tt wars a 
Hration to him, and 


he thewg ht would apoly to the arto 
=F Tan and Creseurg could do it, he 
ght, maybe someday he could alse 
ea? the many talented 
king with ¢ 4 that 
1 Psponsible far many af the 
The art of visual 


effects and sound presentation far more 
than tw ive Years. 

Afer so ma Sin ihe movie indus 
IVS OE surprising that the artis 
Sip vara bogs nd have iréluenced a fair rum 
ber of pecole, both in the | 
‘lated fells 
Unsung oe of Che Sn France 
Area, its mot often that theese articns ¢ 
mrieet the people that Hhey we inegined, or seg 
the impact of their work on a general sudi- 
ence, All that-changed for ten days in 

hen the rican Cinematheque 

played hast in Holhs 
fourcde fge Lucas and its ma 
its tribute to IL and Skywalke 

Founded in 1981, American Cimema- 
theque ia non-peota organization dedicaped 
to the celebration of the mowvine 
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a Indiana Jones. I put that 
; shelf becouse I actually | 
1 I 


spoce one better." ex 





might conjure images of a pevate film dub full of eyrellactuals who sit 
around dressed in coffeehouse black and critique experimental filrre 
about covboys eating pudding, nothing could be further from thre truth, 
In Fact, oneal the society's main missions is to act ah a “lnc 
of lalbon bebessen the film industry and the gereral public 
_. the industry and all chose peogle whe are fans off filen in 
general” W's a place where fans can sit down and talk with 
industry professionals. 

The fans were there in full force at Hollwooedt 6 Eqyptlan 
Theatre to see and hear the artists of (LFA and Skyevalber 
Sound. Whether they were industry peofessianals—thke 
Pha Kovatz, sound engineer who recently mixed the Lord 
ofthe Aings: The Aefiowship of the Hing: four-diee DT set 
and was present to hear Ben Burtt ard Gary Ryrdstram dis- 
cuss sound design—or members of the Fighting 01" fan 
Qroup Hara coitumesd) who were here to catch a rare 
pubke appearance of George Lucas—all of the attendees 
shared at least on thing in commearc They all had been 
influenced by these artists and their work, 





Founding Father 


“Deering night was a packed-nouse eve, as the lines Por both soclery 


members and the general public extended beyond the street 
entrance. Several local amd national news cutlets were there with 
camera's flashing a5 George Lucas and OM peer y mada their entrance, 
and ewen members of NBC's The beat Ming, who were filming jin the 
AGECeIE Mettaurant, ould be seen peeking in during breaks, 

After the audience filled the theater, they were treated to the orig- 
inal “bake-off ne=ls of afl five Stor Mars film. A bake-of” reel ig what 
a Mudio summits to the Motion Picture Academy far Oscar considera 
tion. Generally, it showcases what the suimitter feels best represents 
Rigor Ser work for a panioular category and is limited tao mone ghan 
fan minutes In length. While the reels vere nothing that the audience 
hadn't seen before, it's interesting to note chat, because they were the 
onginal prints, The older filme like A hew Bape and The Empire Strikes 
Back had grossly deteriovated, driving hame one of the principal rea- 
ford why George Lucas is pushing a pew cigital toarmat, 

Bemanen each reel Lucas sat dean with moderator Dennis Bartok 
and touted the inmial problems he heed hen making the first lew 
filmes. his frustrations wish the state of the technclogy, and how the 
digital revolution has, in essence, “removed the ceiling on his imagi- 
nation.” The questions asked by the fans provided bath the furnisst 
mament of the evening and some of the most revealing. When asked 
why he decided ta ga with a digital Yoda in Aunack af se Chores, Lucas 
replied, There ane [list go many things that you cam do. and when you 
get right down to it, it's a puppet with a hand up its ass.” 

He alio confirmed that then would mot be orginal tieatrical wer 
Slons of Egigodes (VW, V. and Woon future DOs. “The Special Editions 


are the movie” he eoolained. 


Practical Miniature Effects 

Thea A digital effects in ihe pact ten years haye been puned to tho 
forefront ricst film trad@ magazines and enbertainment mews 
shoes, thea of creating mintatuees and models is sll vers much 
alive—and, perhacs sunorisingly, bigger than ever af ILM. Veteran 
model makers Lome Aeterson, Jeff enn, and Steve Garaley evene on 
Aer fo shdatase clipes Proie classic fais like Raiders clit Lost Are, aired 
61. The Etna Teen! as well as to talk about practical miniature 
effects and whi they ace stil a necessary corr 
nae in the agit age. 

Lorne Peterson said that at times he feels as if 
he's John Henry facing off against the steam 
pa driver,” when referencing his digital coum- 
benparts. “Vin & bit of 6 regladyte when Mf comes 
ta compurors,” he admitted. Unlike the rapid 
Gevelooment of computer-graphics technology, 
the aim of model making has gone measly 
unchanged guring the past quarter century. 
"We use laser culters oa, exolained Peterson, 
"and because of thee mew digital fanmar you hawe 
to be more accurate, but you're still basically 
carving and forming 3D shapes.” ILM carving 
ao Piany shies. in fact, that the once seven 
member team has grown to over sewenty artists, 
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>»; "I reheiahe Ide arn some extra points by building the Millennium Faoleon.” "if that’s something from Stor Wors, 
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MATALIE PORTMAN (Padme 
Amidala} wea in Jerusalem, 
irae! in February and visited 
the Levinstein Hospital to balk 
towith injured israeli: and 
Palestinians, Portman traveled ta the heapital 
ith her father, Gr, Avner Portman, for humari- 
arias purposes, and talked ta children, soene of 
Svetenire were injured churing tennorist activiny. 

Portenie was also close to signing a deal Te Ee 


Too healthy, thar is, 26 reprise 

; his role as Mark Reston in the 

i Trainspotting sequel, Perna, 

based on tha novel of the same 

mamas by Irvine Welth. The story ; 

3 reunites the characters from Tete ren 

: years later, ‘butt the drectar,. Danny 

Boyle, says that he needs his actors to 

bak & little less vivacious. “Mone of 

ie them look any different.” he told 

-Sereen international. “lineed them ta | 

: look tke they've Burned thomsaates 

, “gut, but they have all been using face 

iB cream and Vitamin E tation." 

= JAMES EARL JONES [vaice af 

Barth Vader) commemerated Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Day 2003 hy giving a 

lecture at Bamhill Avera at the 

| Urewersity of Aricansas in Fayerbeville, 
(| Arkansas. Jones spake about the 

| oeoed for cultural awareness in 
|) America and aber his childhood and career. 

: z 7 Jones gave be lecture, “The 
Culture Quest How Oulu 
Affects Us and How We Ader 

| Culture" at Shippensburg 

Be University in Pennaylvania on 
February 13 Jones, who was tht guest of hore at 
| the University’s annual Gifted Minorhy Scholarship 

» Fund program, took eo om The aiclience 

after his lecture. ; 

= Jones alia helped promote Exeracy im San 

idk pi bds Wien lea 6 as thee kick-off reacker for 

ie 4 The Year of the Library,” a 12-moenih celebration 

i oof the ioo™ anniversary of the San Antonio Public 

si ‘Libeary. Jones was an-harel to read Emest 

Lawrence's "Casey at the Bat.” Jorves, who read to 
O STAR WARS INSIDER 





children from Carver Academy and Ogden 
Elementary School, said he acquired adeep love of 
Roading a 4 Chik when a Mutter kept him fom 
talking. “Once you're denied something, you 
Ippeciate its value ever more, That's why | so 
Crap nape the poner of words and that’s why 
| hoe Becks, Although | didm't speak during that 
fee, | rege he said, “And vhen | began speaking 
again, [newer Ioet that love for boodes.~ 

= What did the children who attended the 
event and sat in awe as Jones read, hawe to say 
Qberut (tf “Ht wae awesome,” calc Edwin Bates, a 
thind-geader at Carver academy. "Because he was 
reading it—that's why it was aessame.” 

BILLY DEE WILLIAMS [Lando 
Cakisan) recently took ro the 
stage ina theatrical adapeation 
of the bestselling book The 
Maintenance Man by Michael | 
Baisden. Willams pomtiaped Mebvin, the a eihastor toa 
FOU Cscint velbs ditegwers Wak he's tm howe. He's 
also aware that fre eas perfect for the part. “The kkds 
all Pisgaedt tree, meg matber where | go, as the original 





Player” he gail. Wiliaens acted im the play. which 
Toueed gaweral states. Hhrowgh Muy, and simultane: 
Subh werked on the film ConateVotion, directed bey 
Joedan Walker-Psniman [fhe vist Tl be doing the 
eovae in AlaSeene diving the day and fing back pa 
wherever | have to be for the play.” He joined the 
mast of Tie Maintenance Man fora couple of reasons, 
the first of which was to “get back on page and sae 
Fl stl had it, see if l could soll hold an audience.” 
fee said. The second was to suppeet the play's pro- 
ducers, Gary Guidry and ACaryeus Johnson, who 
work together as fim Ready Procuctions, Wie need 
to ghveas much Support IG peapke who ere iying to 
Greate good, viable theater who are Afnican- 
Americans. Thate’s 2a uch incredible talent out 
there Willan liked his coebumes as much as the 








Mo, Dod, itso very rare falcon... thet con make the Messe! Run in under six parsecs!* 
Ino Poveman (Topher dracel defends his losing etratecy despite Red's (Kurteood Smith) threat, That ‘soa Show 


shape wor Tw got ail the qrear aunins,.” he said, 
“and Pdonit want co stop wararing then.” 
PERMELLA AUGUST Shani Skyy alkerimary be or 
heer waaty to Canines, acconcirey 1 Ree 
re Har rrigsr recent flr Deters. 
Was Upped for 2 died at the film 
lesival <antingent upon its 
a Gein finiihed in time. The 
fhary. directed by Kristian Petri, 
follows the Gives of twa men and women crossed 
by knse ard bebrayal: fi the fl adaptation of a 
stage play of the same name by Lars Morén. The 
ply won Whe Sceedinavian National Theater Prize 
méarky 20 
What do you get when wou ormss Luke Skywalker 
with a Golden Girit We don't knee che answer 
either, but maybe well all get i find out peon— 
MARR HAMILL (Lube Sigrevaboor) : 
took to the Miami stage with 
Golden Ghi Aue MeCanahan in 
March as the male load in Sov 
Dance Deans i Sin Weere, which 
Chi ukimatey hope to bring to Broadway. The 
— Play, hich ran from March @ theough 
Muy 11 at the Coconut Crowe, tells the 
for ofan edert widow behiended by 





& younger dance instrucior. Alou gh 
ihe tro hate eachoother at first, as they 
dance together, they open up mon 1 
each other and Littmiaialy beara 
Srhereds. Thee: checre! wis Originaly get he 
Come to Broaden i 2007, Gert ts erig- 
inal female star, Uta Hacpers (Renard! ot 
Fortone| Eecarcer if, Aether Harcall rice 
} PecCnahan are siranger Io the 
stage—Harnill stared in Arrsdoleas, The 
Wierd, atl The Ele~boar Adan on 
Broadway, while MoClanahan more 
Pocmnthy starcesd iri The Rarer, 

ROSE BYANE (Doers!) hes cause to cele 
Bratt—the Aitralign actress wee recently chosen 
fo portray Grisels, the love inser: 
est of Achilles. played by Bracl 
| Pitt (foran’s Eleven, Fight Club), 
In the 2004 film, Troy, based ori 
Homers Tie Mtad. "lin a Bt ir 
shock” Dyme told the Seine Moming Herc, The 
film, which ts an epic retelling of che Trajan War. 
wil be directed by alfgang Petersen (fnemy 
Mine, The Perfect Sion. The fim will be shat in 
fintain, Maka. and Moroces, Eyre wes shooting 
Wicker Pork, a 2003 chrilles co-starring Josh 
Hartnett (20) and Matthew Lillard [hoooby Goo, 


vawhen she heed the vem, Wb 











A new strategy ix in order, Along with the ability in fetaliate 
immediately after am attack, the new |5-card Battle of Yavin™ 
set also brings Ham, Chemie. and the Falco info the pevolal 
battle against Grand Moff Tarkin and the Death dtar. 


Choose your side. and put the fate of Yavin 4 in your hands. 
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FROM THE WORLD OF LYCASFILH 


most af whee got ite model making because of the orginal Spar Mars, 

How has this art farm managed not only to survive but also to thrive 
when The cori assumption i that evenhing is digitally “There are 
stil some things that a computer can’t do as well," Peterson sald. “It 
basically boils down te what will be the maa! cost ficial” So while 
computers might have heliged to eradicate the ceiling of an artists 
imegination, thankfully—from the model makers” standpoint—the stu- 
dio’s budgetary ceiling #5 still alive. andl well in the industry today. 





Sound Arguments 
While it's easy to set the advance) 
mens made aver lhe years by the | 
artists at ILM, it's darn reearimpossibhe | 
to see the advancements made by 
Lucas’ other post-producthon entity 
because it's a sound facility. 

Skywalker Sound, originally knowns | 
Sprocket Systems, started out with a) 
shalt of only two peapic: Ben Burtt and 
Howard Hammermmann. ARhough they , 
Mixed their first mam films, A Mew Hage 3 
and The npire Strikes Bock, in Halherwood 
ot the Goltvwan Studios, Burtt ancl oher | 
Academy Avvand sound designers like Gane | 
Rydstrom and Hichard Hymns hase bore J 
worked In mane pastoral surroundings at 
Skywalker Ranch in Nonthenn Calton. 

an the easpniing that Ban Bure was Im cre 
for the tribute, he bead the audience through | 
the history of Skywalker Soured, fran the first | 
sound he created for the Shar Wars trilogy | 
(Chewiel all the way up to the @alphin sours 
he used for the Acklay. Alhough he acknowl- 
edges that digaal advancements have made 
sound easier, when it comes to storage and | 
quality of preietatian, moves Fhe the orginal | 
Stor lors trilogy malsed audience expectations, 
and the challenge i designing 4 good-sourndieng | 
moavie has a bot to do with the }ype of sounds that 
will provide thee est “emotional impact.” y 

Burtt’s favorite type of scene to design ik one Inwhich 
the sound is allowed bo ply throughout, ike the aster- 
od chase in Atact ofthe Chong, “TCS ABT a5 enpomane ie 4 
select what sounds wil not be heard ina scene. he said } . 

When designing sounds for othenvorkily creatures ike 
those in Star Fran, he explained, “What you really wank bo do 1s 
get thd nest naquralistic sounreds. That will ground your greagune ifs 
soeme fanm of reality.” Ironically, he confinmed that when designing 
SOunds for realiithe sauationd like ihe firestorm in Backdralr, the reverse 
is true. “We crumple a bot of ideo tape, Styrofoam, and cellophane,” he 
said. Th eaies chords and adda tecture for the lanes” 

Much to the amusement of the auckence at the Egypelan Theatre, 
Burt also revealed that one of the sounds They use consebently when 
they need fire is the sound of one of their designers pants actually 


| 


catehing fire during a recording session for Robters of ioe bose Ark, 

With eiost of the ssund chores safely im the hanes. of seconcd-generation 
engineers and recorders like Matthew ‘Wood and Pandy Thom—both of 
[IHSIDER 
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Hasbra will release a diincive Sear Mary action figure for sake at 
2003 surniimar cameniions and thes tresugh che Official Sev Mia 
Fan Club and other alfelal ivierniatienal Spar lice Fan Cubs, 
Were ecrtiniang Gur (racine of cleans sarah fiir aired 
Gifferent at the oorventions fer Syar Mars § 
| Papper, Girester of Mlarketiqg for Star Wis af Had, “We 
| aan to Ehamk feed for coming Gut bo the consertions, and 
for superorting cur Sher Wiens toy Vine for ao many years” 
| In Stor ers fandom there are few ways to say 
“thank ou that cause 2 much exchemend 43 exclu- 
) sive action figures. Toys tke the spectal Toy Fair Darth 
Vader and the Stor Mars Celebration ll Aang Secu fig- 
ure receive & bemendous reponse, 

Paizo Publishing, managers of the Oficial Stor 
Hes Fan Qlub and publishers of insiner, will sell 
the figures for Hasbro at U.5. convention bora- 
tions this year, and then to members of the 

Official Stor Was Fan Chub atter the conven- 
thom season, ‘ehile supplies last at each 
location. To learn more aboug where and 
when to find these zetion figures, go to 

Wil SIPWEOoM, SLPS paleeucom, 
OF WWW a wr heather cer. 


by Mary Franklin 





whom were incpired by Burt's wor: i che original trikesy—Burtt sper 
his time a5 a picture editesr on Attock ofier Clones. Geespite his mew rale, 
Burtt acknowledges That he still cuts scenes with the eownd iin mind and 
that all of his prior experience as a sound designer has been invaluable 
when it ceenes lo editing such a complicated pespeet as Sree Wes, 


Character Studies 
One of the final shows In the ten-day tribute —"Making Digital Characters 
: Look Real” hosted by ILM vigual effeees 
gurus Rob Coleman, Geoff Campbell, 
Steve Sullivan, and James Tookey—iwas 
one of the most enlightening. Many 
Sttendees: were surpnsed to leam thet 
several of the shots in Adneack of rhe Cher 
) featuring Obi-Wan fighting Jango Fett 
were fully aremaied. [Of course. you ned 
"Digital Doubles” (Behind the Magic.” Star 
Wes vatiter #62) you already knew thar, 
=Ecs.) The challenge wasn't in meking it 

fook lite a real person: it was in making i 

lock like Baan MotGregor, George thought 
| he looked hike [acter] Aichand Chamberlain,” 

exphined fish Coleman, animation director 
For Attock oF tae Chores. 

Coleman also showed the audience 
some of the initial “pic-Aat used to chorea- 
graph Yoda's duel with Count Dooku, 
developmental process in which the anima- 

hoes subs Tbed existing martial arts toate 
for oda. TV had nightmares about this scene, 
said Coleman, “George always wanted it ta be 
faster.” Because of the success of Yoda, 
Coleman added, George Lucas is getting pare 
comfortable with the idea of allowing his team 
fo do longer scenes with more “character per 
forrance’—an caportunity for which Coleman 
and his team can barely wait. We're very confi- 
dent paw inoue ability to sustain a performance,” 
he said. “vite lowe doing character scenes like the 
one with Dexter in the dimer” 

Afinal light moment af the tribute, and an example 
of how some of the people at ILAl have influenced 
lives In more ways thar ane. was provided by an audi: 

ence member wit asked vidual eects supervised Joh 

‘Bnollwheher he had worked on any kind of software that 
had made & into the public market. John was very humble in his 
Arcwef 2h 2 slight giggle spread through the audience. “Yeah, Fue dome 
afew,” he sald, The moderate then politely stepped in and infonmed the 
audience that Jobe was one of the creators behind Adobe Photasheap., 





oy Tarek.” gail Jolt 


Whe enade the ten-day tribube specialywas mot the vidual ethers: it was the 
insights of the talented peapke who creabe them. A passion for the work 
they do and 8 love forthe medium was evelent in each and every speaker, 
Justas people like Dennis Mumm and Bon Burt insgined Ao Coleman and 
Randy Thom, so boo wert those in atbeniance inspired, and perhag one 
day some of theen might be in the same postion, up on a stage telling 
every one haw ta make a dolphin lock lie Rechard Chamberlain. 
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The Second Aanwal Fier Mere (CD Csampionstg will separate the Leareers {rom the Masters, as 


cow) Seen ee 


and galactic bragging rights within the Star Wars TDG community. 


The Champianship will be held on July 26th at Gen Goo 2003. But te ge! there. you've gat te take ane af the top four spots et 2 Serirs Leal lier 
The warner of each Qualifier gets free airfare aed accemmedations at Gea Con**. 


So get your game tagelher and get ta a [oaliier, 





CHAMPIONSHIP 


SERIES 


STAR WARS TCG CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES QUALIFIERS 


Date 
3/7008 
21/2008 
af 2003 
a22 0G 
4249/2003 
avd 2003 
aa 2003 
18/2008 
426 2003 
426 2003 
6782008 
farcry || K) 


City State Location 

Collinsville IL Dizzy Deqgout Cards, Comics, & Games 
Hastan MA T) Collectables 

Kakomo IH The Sports Bench 

Newbury Te Diver sings 

Englewood CO Cackwork Comics & Games 
Albequerque WM Active lmagination 
Charlotte is Underground Games 
Widvale IT Hastur Hobbies 

Modesto CA Krier's Cards 

Simi Valley CA A Hidden Fortress 
Columbes OW Origins 2005 

Indianapolis tH Cenlon 2003 


Far More Information 


Wwanw WwirePds. com/starwars 


Diicial Star Wars Web bee 


wwe slarwars. com 
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by eric Moro 
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dees a owordssdelding sermuras 

flung far inte the future have in 

coenimon with lightsaber-wielding Jedi 

fram a “long time ago?” Genny Tanakorwsiny, 

ihe producer and director of such popular animated series as fhe 
Powe? Gis and Dexter's Lobaratery, as welll as the brain behine the 
industryshaping Samar! Jock, has been charged with breathing can 
teon life into the oft-discussed but scarcely seen tale of Star levors’ most 
Gecisive conflict: the Clone Wars. 

Airing this fall.on the Cartoon Memweork ina series af 20 three 
minute “chapters,” Star Wes: Cloqe Pars bridges the gag between 
Ateck of the Chanes aind the as-yet-umtitled Episode I, featuring a 
number of the eqa's familiar faces inthe process. While it was the crit- 
ical acclaim gamed by Samurai Jock that aided him the series. 
Tamakowsky did mat actively pursue the project On the contrary, when 





stylists unique take onthe Stor Mors umi- 





offered the ering of Clone Mars shorts. he was initially dawned bey thee 
prospect of playing in the gigantic Star Mors sandbox, His trepidation 
faded after same discussion ower the series runnang lime, and 
Tartakevsly realized it was an oppartunity he just couldn packs up. 

“nh all kind of started between Lucasfilm, Hasbro, and Cartoon 
Hecevark," he says of the project's genesis. They thoight it would be 
great there was some mere Star Wore material out there in between 
[Episode Wi are! Episede IL As things were developing, Cartoon 
Nenworc asked me iF would be interested in doing it, but.at that point 
[George] Lucas only wanted [the network] todo one-minute chapbers, 
laaid, Wall, you know. It sounds grea but theres mally nothing fcan 
do with one minute, because ill be pretty much like commercials, 
What twe try to get three to five minutes?’ And then they went back 
to Lucas amd said, Well. you know, wr think we've got the team fran 
Tamundl Jack,’ And he said, Oh, Samurai Jock! Thats great] They can 
have three minutes.” So were three-minutes worthy to do Stor Wer” 

Tartakowiky suspects there ly another reason why Lucastiin desined 
such short episodes. TV think [they] peabably want to still hawe the 
movies be the peimary source of information,” he says. TV think maybe 
if this was happening after the third film, we probably could hewe 
done a half-hour series. Bur fight row, | thimk they pust kind of want ta 
make sure that [the movies are] the main source,” 

Format aside, fara of Tanakovsky ane eager to see what the vigual 











werd Will be. For those unfamiliar with 
Samuroi Jock, the anime-inapined 
action sevios employs music, cin- 
ematic storytelling, and hag hiy 
itylized backgrounds that 
burn wach episode's envi- : 
PSAreenk iell int a cone 
tral “characters 

Afan of Seer Wars omovie visu 
als—deseribing them as “wery 
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a f ¥ 4 cinematic epic, and breathtaking” —Tartakowsky ker 

na bifies Chane Mars’ biggest challenge ag the translation 
a= Gf thal imagery into an animated program, “| think 
Sj) we're going ta be very successful with that,” he says, 
“because the main thing that wen: trying to de keep ar 
mosphere ane a miGod. As long as you kind of have a polne 
of view on that, then [til feel the same way, The thing about 
doing a Star vers [themed propect] is we can't do it eoctiy like 
Stor Wrors. But ifawe can translate [it so char) if yeu watch it ani 
mated or if ou watch the films ... there's a certain feel ater 
you finish waaching... them we cam be successful,” 

Fars @specting to find characters ihustrated in the Seana 
Jack ignature style—iquared off edges, expressive eyes, lack of 
black outlines —should understand that Tanakoweky is net locking 
to duplicate his previciws aopraach to animation with Star Wan 
Cone Man. | definitely want Clone Wiens to have is cen lan- 










guage,” says Tartakowsky. “So we defintely changed some of our 
philosophies 2 bit The characters ane mare elegant, moat sa Mat and sty 
ed. They're still caricanured @ lot from live action and ewen amine, so 
There’ this kind of comic hooky’ ologance to thee. But they're definitely 
far from what we did an Jedk With the backgrounds, they'll be a ligt bit 
mare intricate, even mane atmospheric and a litle bit more real But it'll 
still have this real stdized point of view.” 

Making the mowe with Tartakowsiy from Samurai’ Jack to Cline 
Ware af character designer Paul Ruddish, background painter Scott 
Wills, and backpround designer Dave Dunmet. Together, the tear 
draws inspiration from Frank Frozetta a legendary mnadter of fantasy 
illustration) and Desney's animated films from the 1940s and “Sas, but 
mest of thei Chane Wars design insrations came directly from the 
presisualization work done by Lucasfilm while working en the pee 
quel trilogy. In the end, however, Tartakoeky notes that his team has 
frmedon to come ia with the general look of the show, and he hae 
just the right man for the task, 


10 STAR WARE CREEPER 


“Paul Puddish, who's designing all the characters 
and the overall look of the series, is a huge Stor lors 
fan, and he knows bow: to dravey all that scuff blined- 
folded," says Tanakevaky, “Sa he just started diraw- 
ing. We talked about a few philosophies, and ye 
Pushed a few things bere and there, Then we came 
upowith these characters, wend back to San Francesco, 
Siowed then to the Lucasfilm team, and everybody 
dug ‘em. But it's basically i Pails style that we're 
Gainey thi, He was born to deo this." 





roll Gall 

Tarmakewshy's tea eer had permiaaon to create a 

few mew characters, and while Lucastile migraines a 

Soro Gils gutinieng the style of the Star ors universe, thir 

cartoor-makers wan't be limiting their design be established pre 

eps. Their phiksoohy is that Lucasfilm will have final approval of the 

Clone Movs stores, Showkd gr elenent of character comflict with 

eviablished continuity, they can catch and comet it “We have & 
lot ef creatures that we're working on, but everything Is sill 
based on the philosophios of Star Mian, so we're mot qoing 
onary, $ay5 Tamakovsky. “But ee are trying to being in sonme- 
thing of our own, sowedo have some original things qoing in” 

Tartakonwky remains tight-lipped about stary ekenvends, 

which ls not sunprising considering that the first chapter 
won't air undil Nowember. Wihat Is known, however, is thet 

20 Three Mminwte installments will be created forthe Cartoon 

Network “They tabe place some time after Episode IL." adds 

Tarakoyvgky, “So we're in the middle of the Clone Wars. 

Specifically. the animated series focuses an a mew front 

That has opened in the battle between the Republic and the 

Separations “We go into this Battle of Muunilinst, which is the 

main stordine.” explains Tartakowsky, “but there's these A, 8, 

and © shores thar happen at the same time. Anakin and Obs 

Wan are kind of the main guys in the series. Then we have 

Yoda and Paden, when have a litte sade story. Pedi Master] Kit 
Fisto has.a lithe one-off episode because we really wanted to == 
him inaction undervaier, 46 we have this great undemrater fight. 
And then we hare a little felace Wiredig site pce." 

Whit Tarlakowiky is not fooling himself into thinking hes spories 
will hawe 2 major effect an Star Wars continuity, he does hope toa make 
an impact on 4 portion of the mythology that until recenrh has been 
explored only ighitly, “I thank [the animated series) gives juesta lite bit 
mare detail and information about the Clane Wars,” he says, “We're 
shill trying to push the characters and trying to progress things naqu- 
rally as they wauld evober, but it's basically aeore in-depth on how 
Anakinis dealing with being away from Padme. and then Anakin ard 
Obi-Wan's relasionship, and ewen a farle ber of Anakin growing toward 
thee cack side.” 

The animatars don't approach these cery elements 
lighthy. Sure, every fano€ the saga 
hes atone time or another at least imagined his or her 
Gan Stor Weors story, but when it comes to visualizing 
Tose COnoeps, Things dan get tricky. “When we first 
had our story miceting.” recallk Tamakewsky, “i wed résally 
welnd, We'd talked about scenarics after we saw the movie ike, ‘Oh, 


even Tartakowsky— 








yeah, Thar wouldve been cool if this had happened’ Bot now we were 
talking about ft and getting paid for it, soit was. very Surreal eaperernce” 

Working in three-minute increments makes the tase of tuning those 
scenarios into stores doubly challenging. The only way the tear cart 
aperoach each vignette is by starting with aq interesting visual and then 
wrapping a plot araund it, This aparoach makes if possible for each 
Chapter to be weualized 44.4 complete episode rather Than an inbersticial, 
Ar first Tartakensky's bear thought the challenge af creating such short 
stocies might be too great. “When we agreed to de three-minute chap- 
berg, | had iy editer uta bunch of threesminuge episodes of wack” says 
Tartakiowsky. “Then | sat down and watched them, and | couldn't believe 
how long thinee minutes i. And aren ough the liest time you wanch [a 
Clane Wars chapter] it's geing te zip by because of all the new indorma- 
ton and the studf to see. its still alot longer than | thought ft was going 
to be, Actually, we have lime to Go diakwgque bepween peoole and still 
hanep. a let of acthiom—and have enough [time] fora fitth comedy. So its 
really been & great experience. Were really mot holding back aq al” 

Speaking of dialogue, a rumvber of Lucasfilm waice-acting alums 
are returning to the fold to lend their talents to the Clone Port saga, 
There area lon of people that Lucastilm uses for the video games and 
stuff, so we gat a bunch of waices fram them,” says Tartakoviky. “Wie 
Bitened to them, and they sounded really gocd—it's amazing how 
chose they sound. i mean, | can't tell the difference at all. And then we 
did some auditions for Obi-Wan, and we hired a great quy, For fur, we 
just tried to get the actors angeay Wit tied to get Ewan MoGregar, 
but that was impasse” 





“anven years old. After high school, i 


One in a Million 
Bom and raised in Moscow, 
Tartakowsiy immigrated with his 
larnaly to Chicago when he wad 






he studied film at Chicago's Columbia 
Cofege before movingtalesAngeles = = _ 


to study animation at Cal Arts. ri 





Then, he wiete. directed, pro- 

duced, and animated two stu: 

dent films—oane of which was 

selected for the Cal Ans Producers 

Show and served as the basis for hit crticalhy 
acclaimed Dewers Loboratey, Fallewing that 
project with the equally successful Somurci 
Jack, Tartakowiky had earned Emmy noenina- 
tions, an Annie Award, and a spoton Vorieny 
magazine's “50 To Watch" as 4 future leader 
in) The @Mertainnree vt inusiry, 

While this success might appear to be part 
of a well-executed life plan, to hear 
Tanakovsky explain it, his sucoess 
is the result of one gant mishap. 
“ln high school, | still wasn't sum 
what | was gaing te do, but | always lowed 
animation,” he motes, “But | grew tip in Ohicage, where there was mim 
real outhet far that, so | decided | would be an independent filmmaker 
and then do advertising design. Going forsand into callege to do 
aivenising, | went te sgn up for my classes, but they were all closed 
because it was alphabetical registration So then there was this elec- 
live class open, ard if wad animation, 20 | was like, Oh, cook M0 find 
ut about tt and fill.an elective oredit’ And | went to the class, and this 
whole néw wold opened up. | pealiped | couk! acqualh make a living 
utod it. and them | switched mg major” 

Equally unforeseen was the impact that Stor bors would have on 
has lite decades after hee sav it for the first tlio, “Tl just came to America 
in “77, and | think a litth: time afber that | saw Star Woes,” says 
Tartakowie. “And i Been part of my upbringing ever since, | thank it 
kined) of drew nee Into sclence fiction because it was probably one of 
my first intraductions—that and Star Tek made science fiction for ne, 
Alsa, the whole sanmiunal feel ta tt with the hedi and stuff was really 
attractive tome because | as always 4 fan of that.” 

Noting that the rogue with the heart of gold, Han Sole, is his fivoeite 
character ofthe serics, Tartakowsky joloes that should the Clome Mars be 
gucceful he maght pitch (Lucasfirn on a series of animated shorts 
chranécling the adventures of the smuggler and his faithful sidekick, 
Chewie. would be a sure hit: “Pirates in space are always ool [aire 
meantine, Tartakovsky hopes that his tale on the Clone Wars will 
leawe a mark on the mythology thet fans wall remember fondly. 

"| hape to leave our cen kind of identity,” he says, “Like, Oh, they 

did this in the animated series, and it was really fin to watch’ 
And it kind of fills that void while we all wait for the 
feat movie, [Chur poal is to matog it so enbertaining) that 
i's real—that you don't thank it's fake" Star Mars. [t's 
real Star Wevs, think thar's the one surreal thing about 
doing this. Because we're on the inside, we're mat sume 
how we're going be look at it ad far.” 
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Den Oregoire On 
Pre-VisualizinG 


Episode «ll 


by Ron Magid 


These days, pre-visualization (pre-vis for 
shart) alow directors to bring sporybaarcs— 
drawings of individual shots—=and conoepe 
artteclife using low-resolution computer 
Qraphers, Gamer moves, framing of images, 
editing of sequences, and the hanmony of 
Geugn of envireanments and vehicles in 
moslon can all bo put to the ultimate test in 
pre-vis, before a single frane is shot. 

Back in 1976, Lucas ploneered the aet of pre- 
VE by editing aerial combat footage from World 
War Il mowees inte 4 cesquerce Bhat becarre the 
bivepeint for thee climactic attack on the Death 

Star forthe original Star Hors. On The Ginpire Strikes Sock and Aeturn of the 
here isa shadowy netherworld between script and filmoitis am 9 fec8, Lucas’ IUM team first tested the complex choreagrapty of battling 
spaceshies by videotaping “andmiati;s quick and dirty shots with up to 
several peaple Thang mode through the frame by hard. 

Lucas for the Star Wars movies. it's a place-where the director's The rise-of computer graphics in the years batwean Jew and The 
vision, his designers’ concept sketches, and his storyboard © Phantam.Menoce changed all that. Low-resolution computer-generated 
models greatly reduced thé time it teak to eaplore complex Seiences 
froen days to hours. The real peoduction takes weeks or even months fo 
called pre-visualization. Produce cinema-ready images. Pre-vis enabled Lucas to test his idess 


intermediate stage, ploneered to a large degree by Gdorge 


artists’ work are tested before entering the domain of film. tt is 
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while sill vetitinng Epiodes land Il, By combining storyboards, animatics, 
and previs sequences long before shooging, Lucas could actually watch 
4 crude vertion of he film, one that booked kind of like a cheesy fan film 
or lere-res vidkengame, 


Don the Man 

It's mo surprise that the reigning previsualization gun, Dan Gregoire, 
began his carer creating images for free-rendered 3-D videogames in 
Ghee late 190s, which eventually led to helping peevis Baz Luhrmann's 
food Aowge! Theat attracted the attention of Episode I's pre-visualiza- 


Srorlu 


Hon effects supervisor, David Dororecz. who brough: Gregoire in arty 
for the trial by fire that would become known a3 Abock of ie Clones. 
“When | first stated pre-vising Episode I, there were four of us. 
Gregoire recalls. “It wes a really small crew right off the bat, and we 
Ong had about a moth beton They starved shocring” 

Lucas wat experimenting again, Hather than pre-wisualize all of 
Episode Il prior to shooting. he chose to focus on specific, major 
sequences, incliding the Coruscant speeder chase, Ob-van and 
Jango Fett's mano-a-mano faght in the rain on Kamina, and their dizry- 





ing Space bathe arned the aslendics. “But we cada T sho once filming 
begans Gregoire explains: “We continued on with other sequences 
that had te Be filmed later on that would be dere im pickigs or were 
pairely OG sequences. At that palna, we really transtioned to a pre- 
postproduction facility, where we would take the plates that were being 
filmed thes actually go through every step that ILM goes throgh. just 
ina very rough fashion. So we'd actually prep the live-action plate, build 
gets of aid get extensors. dewelop pop-in digital characters that 
needed to be in there, render all this stuff out, and finally composite it 
tagether inte what the shot was suposed to bee at wicleo-red. We 
worked on a conceptual as well as an aesthetic hewel, ane as tig went 
by, the aesthetics of the shots we did became much greater.” 


Tough Beginnings 
The preewis process can be arduous at thoes. Take the opening shot of 
Epbode (hoone of Gregeoire’s first assigements, in which a fighter 
accompanies Senator Amidala's ship as it gracefully restates toward 
Coruscant'’s surface. 9 wes pusta production artistat the time,” says 
Gregdere® “David was anill leading the team, and iat shoal went 
through twentyefive mewshons!” 

“George kept changing (Land changing it and changing i. The arount 
of petation, the speed at which itflew away from camera, the proodmity of 
the camera, whether ft was above or below the camera—all sorts of 
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thimgs. owas essentially the same shot over and ower again, but in terms 
of cutting in with the need shot, and how the ships entered frame and that 
kind of stuff—in wens through quite a few iterations. Fortunagely, | could 
do that shotin.an hour and stil crank out two or three other shots in the 
same clay, so George could fiddle to his hean’s content arel get what he 
realhyowansecL t's pretty rane that we actualy have to do something that 
many tries, Usually werd only do a shot once or twice GOR, you kro, i's 
the opening shoes of the flim, and he hada bot of time to think aboot It. 
Miostof the shots we did we hed a lot better luck with? 





) like before Firnire. 





The great advantage of preyinualizing wah companer graphics is that, 
once Gregoire had built his elements, including the fighter and the 
Senator's ship, and created envinonenents like Coruscant Maatire) in seca, 
recampeasing them in low pes was a sbalghtforvard task. V rendered the 
het out in three different Weyers—the ships, the planet, and the space 
hackground—se | could fiddle with them.” he says “Later on, fd add ina 
gun lens flare and sore traffic like that which wees establehed in Grisode 
|, For the mast part, | just had to bess tweaking the sho. keep upping the 
yenion number, and ioeep delivering it until George pot what he wanted - 

Because of hid excellent performance under pressure, Gregoire was 
saan bumped up tomanaging the pre-viswaliation department, but 
he shill personally prevised some 350 shots in Attack of the Clones, 
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| Srevvolizotion toes the 
Ininorotion of storsboord 
GFE ord animates it, giving 
faisakers ane mare wor te 
$e ebb o shot will look 





ringing from Count Deoku's escape from Geonosts via his Solar Saller 
to the entire apening of the clone battle, Many of ihe sequences 
Gregoire was retpondible for were comperized of wholly synthedle 
shots: literally every detail had to bo worked out, from the speed of 
certain actlons to the actual composition of the shots. “| was glen 
some storyboards for the shots when the Jed! and the chomes coon fo 
the rescue insite of the arena, but | [had to determine] how the chan 
crates actually flew and moved, plus all the camera angles,” Gregoire 
says. “Leven had no figure oun how the diaid’ were cut iin half orblown 
lp by the little: Death Star lasers on the side of the clane gunships." 
One of Gregoire’: favorite shots is Ob-Wan's ship landing on the 
Alationn on Kamin, 2s lightning rages. 1 came wp wish that one freer 
scratch,” he says proudly, “lmay have Rad some kind of direction; 


Many ihe42 fram the fire! cut of Bt+tork 
of the Clenas feck omcaingl simdor to 
the pre-wauoglecotion tastage 


on the Episode Il OVO. “We actually pre-wised 
five cor six different sequences that were 
tossed out,” Gregoire says. “In fact, we did 
abaiut 34000 sleeas for Epmed= |], and there's 
only 2,200 in the film, so we heed almost 
another halt a Filin that just didn't emake it." 

For exampée, much of Gregoire’s work om 
the Coruscant ppeeder chase cay ineride, inl ud- 
ing an entire section in which Gb-Mfan gets 
dmgged across a rood as he's hanging from a 
aro, wat cut So was much of the batthe 
beteen ObLWan and Jange Fett on Kamina, 
“That was ocigenally 6 20-minute sequence, so 
ft got cut down considerably,” Gregoire 
reveals, Th went through three conplete revisions by our depariment. 
We started our presvis by motion-capturing some people doing the 
broad mowes. inchuciag WF stulf—fips, back crackers. suplexes—but 
4 lot of those original gags are gone. There were also a lot more gags in 
the onkginad cut Inwahing the jetpack, Obi-Wan losing his lightsaber and 
Laing the Force to accidentally pick up a broken pole instead, Silly sqft 
like that which made it longer but cide have any true impact on the 
nature of the fight. But that's whatwe do—we put everything Geange 
wants into the bag and lee hin pull cut what he wants tokeep 

When a cool shot doesn't make it to the screen, Gregoire tries to be 
philosophical abot iq, “Wt i's sorrvetheng ae really think is cool, sure, 
ifs hard not te be (disappointed), but at the end of the day, wee cant 
get manied to anything,” he says, 1's all up for the block at oe point 





it was probably George saying. “Hey, we meed a shor of his fighter 
landing on this plationmn,' and that’s probably about all | got. The 
design of the ship was already done, but | worked out the positioning 
OFit and the way it landed, plus the hook of the lightning. the clouds in 
the backround, and te some esctent the sen. falso added headlights 
to the ship. The ship never really had headlights, but | just thought 
that might be fun te show them coming on as it landed, and soe If we 
Could get this past George The shot in the finished film, with the 
flashing lightning and the headlights in the rain, is very trie to what | 
had dare in ey pre-vis.” 


Ch- Gre Ch-. Chenges 
Because of the experimental mature of pre-vis. a high wolume of shots 
Gon make of inte the finished film at all—bur some of these appear 
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ar another. We're here to not only prove and help estallish what's 
working, but even mone importantly ta de what doesn't work so 
(Lucas) can peck and choose the best. 

In fact, latminute changes are what make the pre-wis process so 
exching. “There always comesa teme where George stops and sais, 
Okay, here's what we hawe up to thes pong," relates Greqoire, “Hell 
Say, 1 have this ides | want to try out in-between here and here, so | 
basically want a shot that loots like this, and Lwant a shot that looks 
like that, ard it should be in this environment po for lal! There are 
also times, after he edits the film, when he discovers that there's 
Something Missing of something needs to change, and that's when if 
gets real exciting. ‘cause we get 2 bat morecreathe eontral, Padmé 
falling out of the [Republic punship) onto the dune came in latar, and 
to did the entire droid factory. 


Braic Factory of Doom 

When a major s=quence Gee the droid factors—which grew inte a 20- 
minute bahereth—oones in at the last minute, things get fast ard 
furious in the pre-wis department. This sequence required that 
‘Grepeaire's stall expand to eleven people to meer the challenge, "We 
were abeady pre-vising the Clone War bate when George realized we 
needed the dried factory bo bridge some story areas bogether, ard we 
naeied a conskieable number of peaple primarily because those 
SEQUENCES WETE Were gary. very detailed, and very intricate,” Gregoire 
explains. “Because it came in later, we were super-coumched for time,” 

Fortunately, some of the actual layout and design of the droid fac- 
tory was dome by the art department. “We had awesome paintings 
from [oonmoret design superdsor) Ryan Church, and [concent sculptor 
Robert Games actually built «foam com mockup of the general keyout 
so. we could see how things progressed through the sequence” 
Gregoire says. “But we work ina much more modular sense because 
we're moving $0 fast. so we just assembled the pieces for each shot 
and left ihe continuity of ame shoe to the next up to ILM, Continuity is 
important where we hawe a series of gags or actions or ewents, but for 
the mast part, we paid anention to cemain aspects of the action so it 
worked editorally, but it wasn't always the case that the action 
cerunred in the right spot. Qur goal was te define what each actual 
shot was.” 

Astoundingly, Gregoire’s team only had 4 week to develop and build 
the myriad puzzle pieces—all the droids, belts, lighting, and back- 
ground detail. Necessity forced them ta change their methods—=for the 
better, “Instead of having peoale Ewilel resources willy-nilly, we had 
everyone bulld things until all the pieces were done, organized them in 
a falder on the servers. and then we handed the actual shots ous," 
Gregeire explains. “That way, everbody had the same msources— 
models, tectures, and lighting mgs—so we were all on the same page.” 


Doan Gregoire 


was 2i+manute sequence, so we were doing 20 shots. a week! There 
Was @ poset whee | yas haere for Pour days Strang hi” 


Episoce ill and Beyond 

essons loaned from pre-visualizing the droid factory and Chore Barle 
sequences have already influenced Episode lil. for which Gregoire and 
his crew are just gearing up. “We're now starting to define a lor more 
variables ear in the process, life lighting and texture and the loge and 
feel of things that were previgudhethe domain of only the art depart- 
ment or the visual effects ow” Gregoire says. “We're also exploring 
real-time options so we don't have to spend a lot of time rendering 
things out—we can actually just build and play ihrem lite you would a 
videogame. Also, it's been kind of an eye-opener to see how diffioult it 
6 To translate animatics that are done willy-naly inte a Final sheak, sb 
we're actually approaching things from a much more technical paint 


















That helped immensely, since Gregotre’s team had only another of view, Whereas before it was kind of a free-for-all for the artist to bash 
two weeks to deliver all the pre-vis shots, which included coordinst- cally choose whatever random lens, podition, height. or whabever 


ing the spGt-second timing of the presses slamming down anciund i made the shot lopk good, now wee actually paying attention to 
Padi and Anakin. “The timings of that stulwere determined bythe which lenses we're using, and whether the camera’: on & technoecrarne 


Feactions af the Bclars an $21," Geaqaire says. "That sequence was 
basically shot iin a day with Matalie Portman and Hayden Christensen 
ona big blue conveyer belt, just jurnping over galMfer's sticks and scuff, 
George had some storyboards to oo on, which gave hima rough idea, 
but there was really nothing there — it was impossible ta tell whatwas 
going on, and so the placement of the arms and crushers and how 
they mowed was really determined by our department. George came 
To Ws with a bor af the gress details, but a lot ef the inicacies were 
determined by the artists, which is why this is so much fur. We kind of 
ereabed (hal sequence based on that footage after it was already shot. 


ofa dolly. Qur goal for Episode (1 i to male the shots kagitalanel 
numerically explainable so that when George actually gets.on sct, the 
sho are planed cut and ready to go." 

Since all of thes advancements any make Gregoire and his pre 
vigualizabon team that much faster, naturally Lucas will count on 
them to reach that much more quickly on Episcdte Il, “i's actually a 
brutal cyde because we're upping aur own standards, then George 
Ces FO amet ih and we've gor te deliver everything at that level,” 
says Gregoire. “Ho ahvays says he bos to push us and see where we 
break. Fortunately, most times we dan” ‘dd 
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erudite and the earthy cofide to farm a dalighthal care 
between queating literary figures and altering share 
+ paus of fare to her sire in shat galasy far, far 
phone conversation these converging facets of 
ina veritable explosion. 

sm the call was going” explains Fisher, “I wat 
Bi sy¥ou have caused me to base my temper a 
» before! So that’s what ll gad, and hung 


iate for the waman who breathed life 
ct, pao people are 






ays Fisher. “ld hove the fesing of being 
Beto, but arely at have that fusion.” 
Fkind of have a formidable personality.” 

ag anyone who has deen Fisher in 
BOnscreen se is tough, confident, 
But this appearance, she isisté, bs 
erranality breaks down into this 
he way there | puton a goad shaw.” 
putting on since she made her 
Beri nymphet we propositions 
T rable lines in cinematic history ja ba 
bea risque for younger reat catapulted ta international stardam with 
the surprise success of Star Wars in 1977. Hee role 2 Princess Leia made ber 
farmaus, but kis also a par she left bebied feventy years aga. As Furi as it was 
playing the Senator fram Alderaan, being Carrie Fisher has promen. a much meine 


interesting Tok. 


= will avoid conflict at i 
angry, which ghves you thre 
Fisher admits, however, Sa 
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4€\ do love the feeling of 

being anary, which gives you the 
illusion of control... but rarely do 
| have that illusion. PP 
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Eavesdropping on Herself 
Around the initial release of Shar Mars, Fisheer ane 
costars Alark Harrell and Harrison Ford went on 
nme pret junket, The three sat ihrough 
countless interviews: that would have made even 
hardened pros uncomfortable, Even as a 20-year 
od agress, Fisher was able te handle sudden 











fame and constant publicity with the sane wit 
and sah2 of furor evickent toca: 

She corainiy needed it, as the bulk of her ques- 
toes, unlike Fords or Hamillfs, focused on the 
breakup of her parent's marriage and her feelings 
toward Gizabe ih Taylor, Her thicuignts.on Stor lors 
were dipcussed, but almost ocursosily. Fishers take 
on her mather (Debbie Reynolds), her fagher (Eddie Fishes), and Fisher's *"Thawe a thing that | matic in [some] people that tfind vary appeal 
new wie (Taylor seemed to be the main foour of interiewers. Gut ing, Mi makes interiqws interesting to listen to.” she says. “Certain peo- 
natead of dedging these aweward questions, Fisher good-naturedily ple are asked questions, and they are genuinely interested in thee own 
angaenad them. Mare often than mot, she wound up talking cindles reply, They are basically eavesdropping on themselves. | have that char- 
sound the revi. acteristic a lot of the time, and | try bo mix it ae har nyse, | don't want 
16 ardwer the same way unlass l have a fantastic line that | just found 
and want to drag aus." 


Freight Train of Celebrity 

Fisher's fondness for verbal qyrrmiasties served her well on these ngar- 
ous Star Mars iertenvderw circuits, a trait that would come in harndy Later as 
she developed as.an author. Her competitive nahune also aseerned itself 
diting those long tours, especialy when came to one of her co-stars. 
[wwe in lowe with wards, so | was going bo [use] that. | was gory 
to see how good | could be, | was in competition with Hannisan, who 
wes qucsing Kierkegaard. | was definitely going to win, bat at the 
dame time, | was making the experkence ingeresting for me." 

Despite all the practice Fisher was getting “eavesdropping” on 
hesel, was there any way of preparing for the almost instanta- 
neous celebrity she hed achieved when she was barely out of her 
teens? How had sudden, workwide fanee complicated her life 
fron that tine fomarand ? 

did Star Mart a4 a eal” She say, Leighing, “lwarted tm see hice 
Geange was goog to pull tof, and he did. And then wes stuck with 
odfebrty.” Fisher linet fer fae-rising aefebriny to quicksand: snes 
stuck im it forever, “fou ane booked at with all this freight [of 
celebrity, and that's exhausting. Then | arn ‘Miss Fisher” Projects 

Fisher did after Snares seamed ta have a bigger scope to her than 

they might have othenwvise. T's all amplified because fi Fer, 

Becaube of ghis epic li [yas] lin” 

With her own legend in the way, Fisher has to go way back bo 
find people who connect with her net as a cultural icon but simply 
as friend, 1 recently went to the funeral of someone | went te high 
school with,” she says. “and | saw alll those people [again and 
they are the only ones that could look at me wathout the freight. 

lt is impossible for them be oes pie with all the stuff that came 
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after fame. [bue] | had ta go really far back to 
find th Fl A, arid I WEFTENE,” 


ebrity, and f never 
parents had it, and it was always around. 
foatable winh that, a 


rs daughter, Billie, 
bas aa 
rity. 
fact that it at Billie Aas gray 
and hark mc of discomfort about, Carrs 
self-deprecating humor has helped make the 


a "In ade t 


aa lt was like steel, not stee! 
but hard plastic, and if you 
stood behind me you could 


cee straight to Florida. dd 


Rehash of the Jedi 


4) daughter hadn't 
r Ween, 7 showed the enfogy to her out 3 


watched The En 
Hoye] Bry J 
falling asleep. Then | realized, ‘Oh nn 


with (he good Body and Dried to wake ler a 


We were a 

ring ta | 

ol. With mea 
B, AA 


oting the sceni 
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iP you stood behind mre you could see srraight to 
Florida, You'll have to ask Boba Fett about these." 
The Have outht was definibely an Seinen cout 
depamure for Fisher, who spent mest of her 
screen tinve im the first film in « white turtle 
necked Gress ean to enphacie her charachers 
purity, Fure “onty by the color of the costume,” 
notes Fisher. “AB | have to say ig che [Magalie 
Portman] walks tirgh a dooresay and hhas 2 
wardrobe change. | getone, sorry, two dresses, ancl 
ihe first ore [leaks] the sarrep all thie way around” 

There is an aspect of the prequels that delights the wordemith in 
Fisher. It's something lhe original cast had to deal with and, In a way, 6 
@ passing of a torch from the old cast to the mew. “| am theilled to see 
other ectors caught inthe synup of space language,” she laughs. Original 
Cast members often described their dialogue as stilting and unpro- 
mauncesble, but it is unarguable that more than a few of those lines 
hawe become part of the public beodcon. 

While she delights in pointing out the difficulties in reading some of 
the diahegue Lucas gave her, she takes a dim view of those members of 
the malnsteam press who unleash savage oritiiam on her friend. 
*‘TReviewers)] go back and they judge the new films agarit the of, The 
new standand becomes the first three films, and | suddenty get wander- 
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ful revises. | promise you, the first reviews were terrible to begin with, 
so they are just doing the same thing again. Whe Knows what will hap 
pen with time? Cenainly no one else bs doing visually what George does. 
and if he's setting the standard end & being judged agains, hensetl, 
then hallelujah! The bigger the target, the bigger the anilkery, so they 
should back off. it becomes personal sometimes, and [Some critics] are 
really enraged. | don't hold much in thas tactic, | don't go bey what they 
Say about this spurt,” 

“But | lowe Ewan WicGregar,” she adds mischievously, “| cowkl eat 
his head. 


Truth is (No) Stranger than Fiction 

Time and triumeh has proved for Fisher that there has been a lif* after 
Leis. and a pretty amazing one af that. Im 1988, the success of hee first 
navel, Pesteards fram the fdge. peceed that she hada canseras an author 
an well asa actress. Fisher later transformed the boos into.a screenplay 
for director Mike Michols, who enlisted a cass that inclucad tary! Streep 
and Shirley Maclin. Tuming Posteoros into a screenplay was mot eacty, 
and atone point Fisher gave up uml an acquaintance comvinged her to 
stk with it, The success of the screenplay, as well as that of hwo subse 
quent novels, Surrender the Fink and Geusiond of Grancmna, has led ho 





Fier becoming one of Hollywood's most desirable script doctors. 
A fourth movel [s imminent. Titled The Gest Aesful There &, the book 
promises to offer more af Fisher's trademarks hurr and literary ben 
met, Inwhich she indulges with relish. “Sometimes benpoy it so much 
again cecnat believe ig” she say. “l bose thay for a while, [but] 
recently | qos it back. 

Words, whether witten or spoken, come easy bo Fisher, Sed she has. 
3 particular lave for the art of the metaphor 7 have found people that 





are nos in keve wash weds, and they try tia wder- 
stand poetry, let's say, and they line up al the 
words and assassinate ther with their “under 
standing’ rather than appreciate metaphor. | just 
Bathe in metaphor, | think it's eos" 

Af one point Fisher considered writing her 
memoirs, but the autobiographical nature of 
her fiction seemed to make the effort redundant. 
To her, “They are all auteblographies. | started 
Ut ying Towrite my biegraphy, Gut | couldn't 
do it. | just didn't koa how * 

The appeal of semi-sutobiographical fiction is 
an sve of flan aed contral, “The trugh ts a stern 
teskmaster, she says. “and [like to play within it. 
At tired | stay chote to A, but i is nite to have a 
litle leverage im all things." Most people, she 
know, thank that what she writes must be a 
direct mirror of ter own life. “All of nny booics are 
pretty much about me. 1 now think that | am a 
ciara,” Faber quips. (N you vite it, it's (rue—thae 
type of mentality. it’s like, with ony veritireg, if it is 
chos@ to what happened, thenit if true. | am mare 
comfortable wath that when | read novels, amd cere 
tainly when | write them.” 


éa\ amthrilled to see other 
actors caught in the syrup of 
space language. pp 


Small-Screen Success 
Ancihermedainm im which Fisher has triumphed lk tet 
evision, Her ongoing show on the Oeygen Network, 
Conversanovs fran the Edge, features Fisher im one-on-one interiaws 
with od@brighes tan early episode featured George Lucas. Most of them 
she knows well, but even those she interviews for the first time open up 
fo her ina manner atypical of mest such shows, Hor secret to generating 
this candor is simple and effective. “What happens is, | bel them my stult 
100," She explains. Te sai that soul searching & going thigh my 
Pockets. at this stage. [That] doesn't mean that it's worthless; it just means 
hat 2's effertiess. But if ide share wah them, then there's an exchange 
made, and poopie will tell me things that other people ane shocked at. 
fam taking about regular life mow, although | don't know how to differ- 
entiate that fram a celebrity's life, Actually, I don't ices what that ts 
either. There is a quote that | found the other day [from Oscar 
Wiel nally, oorveration if the only intamicangy That, 06 re, t Tree, If 
can be avery heady experience for someone that has those skile” 
Fishers shills have sereed ber well oocreen, allhough in recent years 
she's made very few filmes. preferring to do only small roles and cameos. 
Despite this, she will be appearing in several films this year, 4 fact that 
surprises even Fer, She appears aga nun inthe Charles Ames sequel, a 
bormeagain Christian in director James Con's Wonderiond (about the 
murder ef adult film star fala Aeles, and a “beteh mother” im Farrick 
Read Johnson's 52527, a checks homage ta the original Star Mars 
"| have shveys said to myself that pou should pay arbention ba what you 












are cast a5, a6 if sae something about pou” Fisher remarked, dryly, Shue 


still prefers to choose parts that require only a fee days’ shooting. but 
Oces get offered the occasional role thal leaves even her speechkeis— 
but newer ata loss for sarcasm. “They sent me a script recently, and it 
was 3 huge park | called ihe agent back are said 7 can't. | doe want te 
deo this.’ Plus, there waa rude scene, and | thought, have walted my 
whole fe to be nude at my age now, so that wes enciting.” 

With all this activity going on, it sens that Fisher isin mo danger of 
becoming bored. Infact, it's quite the opposite. Fisher writes most ofthe 
time, although she oceagsionally focuses boo much on ane thing, and 
projects begin to plle up. Dthink of it as planes circling the one lathe run 
way of me. | stopped working at Christmas,” Fisher day, adding that she 
has been working like a deman all year, “Stopping was like, ‘Oh my qed, 
this is fantastic, and | coukin't start again. | have only just started again, 
and if hasnt completely kicked Gevrer inte [becoming a workaholic] pe." 

Oespite all of this, Fisher is content with her life at the moment, even 
though she sometimes feels overevhelmed by it 45 well She offers one 
last insighs into her current state of mind that Is, as one would expect, 
both erudite and earthy—in other words, pure Carrie Fisher. “Wty life is 
insane, and | dia kro chat, Get itis rey life... in Terns of somecne elge’s, 
fér, tis madness. | mean, | have ahaeys been this kind of a weirdo. Aut! 
lke being that person,” a 
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y Fire When Ready 
Threughenit the tlassie Star Wart sage, the tension builds between 
Luke Skywalker amd his father. Their confrontation 6 predictable, 
Daath to one is inevitable. Artist Witold Dyfowski captures the imag 
ined climax to Aerann of the tral ina moose ssunning and dramatic way. 
Clarth Wiens Read es pi lceties! 

in 1984, Dybowsid was a 26earsold graphic designer and a recent 
QialAte from ie Acaderny of Fine Arts iin Gdarisk, Poland. He had just 
eared a distinguished financial aad grat giver bo emerging young 





aats That allowed him to focus all of his efforts toward developing his. 
artistic talemts. “lwas Trying to estabish mysell ir the Poland film ined us- 
try in the foomteps of Poland's artists before me.” says Dybowski 
Poland has a worldwide reparation aga Mecca of surreal filmmaking. 

Lucasfilm asked Cybowski to llustrate a Polish movie poser foe 
Return ofthe Jel, which was about to be released im Poland the follow- 
ing wear, AL the time, Poland was still behind the Iron Curtain, under the 
canbrol af the farmer U5.5.7.'s Comenunist regime, Lucasfilm prowided 
no inétwetions to Dybowski regarding a desired image, He had juan 
seen Stor Movs: Eplaode I A Mew Hope for the first time the previaus 
year. Dyborvski bnew only that Darth Vader was to die atthe end af ihe 
film; Lucasfilm gave han ne details about Lord Vader's demise, 

Dybowesi was aware of the impeartance of Vader's death, In 
Communist Poland, when someone oo sinister dies, | coukd only 
adsume it was 6 death of huge proportions.” he ted Ste Mars dasicler, 
He goes so far as te compare Vader's death to the destruction of 
Alderaan in terms of how it Impacts the Star Mors saga, Dyberawski's 
eanosive painting dramatically reflects on the conclusion of this epic 
struggle between father and son, 

twas magical that the Polish Aeturn of the Jedi poster was even 
created in the first place. “Poland in 1984 was becoming the comner- 
Stone of newalution lo owerthrow the 
terror and restrictions of Communism 
throughout Eastern Europe” says 
Gybowski. “Ouring the mest five years, 


There was no serenety or leisure in my 
native Poland. | didn even have the 
lay of seeing [Return of the tech) for 
another three years.” Like rnillaang of 
others around the work, Cybowski 
did mot lean the true ewents af 
Vaders demise until his first viewing, 


[HEAR BIGHT) Polteh : 






{TOP RIGHT] Be 





ok | 
[MEST PAGE] The gees 


of the For Chote ; 





BZ STAR WARE FNSIDER 


Viet preadicher Ss ey paar) 





M lavonctme aco 


j IN A GALAXY 


; FA, FAR AWAY... 


| 


Al oe ar 
Day eS 


nS LE rm a a. rm = 


| Hauec a Bad Feeling About 
Bill Selby was employed during the severties a4 a freelance artist by 
Factoes Etc. ome of the first companies to enter intoa licensing agnee- 
ment to produce Star Wars merchandise, in addition bo cresting T-shirt 
designs, Selby was comissioned to produce an 
official Stor Wert Fan Clit pater, Lucasfilm sug- 
gested that he create 2 poster Imcorparating the 


This 


aliens from the very popular Cantina scene in the 
initial film, and all agreed that such a poster 
Weld Be a read lire for kids to join the Fan Club. 

*Lonly had nine days before the finished paint- 
ng had to be at the calor separator's In Low 
Angeles.” says Selby, “Tight deadlines are a part of 
The illustration Biz. | first came up with a rough 
thumbnall color composition. | sent the camp 
direeuly bo George Lucas at Black Falcon Limited 
[the proguction company for The Grpire Strikes 
Back]. By the following afternoon | pot word that 
the composition had been aperoved by Lucas 
himself, But with minor changes nequined” 

These minor changes included substitutions 
for some of the aliens. lt tunniad out that Lencasfilrry 
did not can the copyright to several of the crea- 
tures Sefy had painted in his inigial color comp, 
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Selby explaind, “Lucas hirnsell disliked some of the aliens he was 
mushed into using ta populate the Cantina bar in the movie.” Naw 
slides of preferred aliens were sent to Selly, who now had bess than 
week fo Compeete the palnaing. 

Selby prefers to paint at & larger size than the final product on 
heavy illustration boards, This nvethiod makes changes to the image, 
such as those mequested for the Cantina posber, easier Selby elabo- 
rabes: “| realized, because the painting was io large (26° x 34°) and con- 
tained so many elements, | needed help to finish on time. My partnes, 
Jon Townley, and | put in slemabe teehe-rour shifts, | would work 
the daytime shift, ad Jon woukd came In at night for another teelve 
hours. The painting was being worked on teenty-lour hours a dlvy for 
the final three days, just like Tim and Greg Hildebrandt.” The brothers 
Hildebrandt, farnous for working simultaneously an the same pairit- 
ing, warked together on a very Laght deadline for thelr werskon of Tom 
Jueg’s initial Star ors theateical release poster. 

“The deadline was :o tight and fast approaching.” says Selby, “ghiant 
| decided to Ny the finished painting myself ta Los Angeles from the 
supervise the colar separations, | remember 
the fight took place on 4 freezing cold January day, | had to change 
planes in Chicago and was worried that the painting, which wad 
stashed in with the passenger's luggage, would nan make a timely 
trandler bo my commecting flight. | stood by the flight deck window 
locking out at the baggage handler, to make gure [atthe pasting 
mid it safely oft the plane, 


East Coast and personaly 





“The pasnting wad one of the lat places of luggage to ba removed 
from the plane, | watched wish Increasing trepidation as the harsdler 
laced the art precanously on top of the luggage transport Shtthe. As 
the guy drove eff inte an increasingly blustery Chicago smowfall, 
I watched In honnor as the crate containing the lange painting fell off at 
the shuttle and onto the airport runway tarmac, My earlier parancia 
was becomeng a frighthully realistic drama.* 

“As other planes taxied nearby, Ueir giant wheels barely missed the 
case comalning the painting. loraziky mace my way downstairs and out 
of the building. shouting and screaming for somebody to help ame, The 
canying case just looked like a rae piece of thick nendescript plywood 
somebody had cast aside. Why hadn't | painted it siver or gold of red? 
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ho leoked absolutely nothing like luggage and cer- 
tainly not anything ef value, | thought to mysolf that 
ony career as an artist was about to be crushed by @ 
Jet rolling ower the painting and smashing it. 

"A security quand Hopped me before |.gat ten yards fram the build- 
ing one the tanmac. He probably thought | was a lunatic.” The Secu- 
rity quard calmly listened to Sellny's story, ard then made a call on his 
beoeway radia, Sely concludes, “In what seemed like two hours, but 
was actually only several minubes, an empty luggage shuttle picked 
up the painting and ferried it tomy bes éngelos-bound flight. I bet this 
never hagpened to Mandield Parrish! 

Selby successfully delivered the painting to Los Angeles miracu- 
lousth) unharmed, ht became one of the most sought-after early Sto 
Wrars posters. The image realistically, yet in a whirnsical way, pomrays 
the wretched hive of scum and villainy that is the Mos Eishey Cantina. 
These aliens should frighten us, but instead we are somebo mes 
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merged and drawn inte their circle, rea chy 
to share a drink and listen ta the exotic 
band with Gdd-fookirg instruments. 

Selby quit the freelance Mhistragion 
Business in 1286 and moved to Los 
Angeles, where he fice makes his living as 
& Holkpwood screenwriter. The rasan for 
such a draenaqic charge : “I pust- knew that 
t would rather write magical steries like 
[this ane], rather than live through 
another such heer,” 


Alumays Im Motion 

is the Future 

The future might be difficult to se. but 
Drew Strucan’s anisic poster paintings 
come pretty darn close to showing it ta 
ls, Ht sheauld come as a Surprise that 
Struzan, who is often regarded as one of 
he Prermiane movie posber artists im 
Hallyeood, has beon asked to create 
hier Spar Mars movie poster images than 
any other artist ho dare, 

One of Struzan’s best is the 1987 anniversary posber commenaraqing 
ten years of Srer Wor. Rendered in his familiar swashbuckling style, it 
recalls the old Saturday matinee serials that filled the previous generation 
wilh 4 dimlar dense of wonder. 

In the Janu February 1994 neue of Sen By Seep Gries maga- 
ane, Gill Selby quotes Struzanc “The immediate challenge was how ta 
epitomize ihe Spar ers Glen in ane image. After all, thousands of Star 
Mors paintings had already boon done by hundreds of amises, | had io 
qo back and rethink ina simpoe sense, what is this story about? | didn't 
want to paint evenghing that hagpened, | wanted to bed it dawn to 
The spirit. While there's good guys, bad guys, different planets, and 
Meaniters and apaceshipa. what it i really about @ the story of the 
Skywalbers, Luke and his father Oath Vader... Seis good against evil, 
or as.| made it, the ceange against the blue.” 

The Step by Shep Graphics magazine article is a detailed primer far 
anyone fascinated by the creative and artistic development of a poster 
image. The article inuises photoes of each of Sonizan's’ preliminary 
sketches from first concept, to final tight composition, te campleted 
PPGTUCTO MING, Stnnan fakes the reader through the magical 
proosss he utilized in creating the Srar Wars 10™ Anniversary poster, 
one of the qreatede of all Soe Mars posters. 


Noble Calling 
“Vihar wee had Theugnt to travel outward, we shall come fo the cerber 
oF ourown eistence” Joseph Campbell wrote these words in The Hero 
with a Thousand Faces. Film higtoriand hawe often referenced Campbell 
and his reflections on the magic of mythology, One particular Shor Wars 
artist has taken his. own lite journey toward discovery of the same truth. 
Lucasfilm first approached Larry Neble to omate a poster concept 
painting far The Emirs Strikes Bock im 1982. The Gare Lord's cut- 
stretched gloved hand hovers menacingly over Luke and Leis on theice 


(TOP| Roper Bortel"s Empire poster focwped on eomance . _ . 


[ATSHT]. . . while Lorry Mobel's concept pasting aa phoned 
the Shypwalkerd” deatinioa. 





planet Hoth below, The scene hauntingly 
Projects a future in which beth Luke aed 
Leia soon lean the truth about their line- 
age, Mobile's Mustration wad paded over 
far the theatrical release of Emyping in 1980 
in fiver of the neefamnous painting by 
Roger Kastel, which focused om the evoly- 
ing] relationship beneeen Blan and Leia. 

“Ewen though | had already established 
a successful illustration career | was deta 
tated by the rejection af my [poster] con- 
cept artwork” says Noble. even thoygh a 
limited-edition lho was printed years 
laber. “| soon made the decision to direct 
iy aetistic talents foward sculoture. My 
very first sculpture was an eight-inch 
Yoda, which became the prototype for the 
Star Wiers Fan Clu& Yoda brane figurine” 
Recenth, Noble revisited the concept of 
casting Yoda in bronze, this time creating 
a life-size version of the Jedi Master 
Fingers Holkday Gift Guide,” Stor Worse 
Inaider $54). Wi 
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he first twer (reredlible Crass-Sectlons books were conceived to explore bold 
new territory in the Star Wears aaese taking a rane look inside more vehicles 


‘detail. These books would represent the most thorugh research ever dane on 
= these vehicles and would receive Lucasfilm’s formal imprimatur as canon, 
These volumes would henceforth be sent out to licensees as reference guides 
and would even become useful manuals at Industrial mt & Magee, where some of 


the artwork influenced -detalls In ogee land Il. 
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LRYOU WANT 1T-BONE-RIGHEHT 4"... 
The concept was tenific, but itwould go beyond argihing lucas 
Likersing had dene before, and iewould mquine mew talent. Artists 
Hank Jenssen and Richard Chasemore were recited berause they 
stood ab the top of their Geld in cross-sectioey Mustration, with stun- 
ning bos of amwoek to ther names. Jensen and Chasemere knew 
in-depth the mechanics and engineering of the real world—jets, 
tanks, planes, Power stations, space shuttles, and much more. which 
they depicted literally down to the last rivet and qear, Plus, these two 
were gifted artists a5 Well as technical illustrators. Jenssen and 
Chasemore painted realistic equipment streaked with ofl and barered 
by combat—a perfect fit far George Lucas wellangnn universe. Pee 
others had a body of work thet could compare tothe orenvhelmingly 
accurate detail and impressive visualization they exhibited. 
Te guide Jenssen and Chasergre, Lucy Wilson, Lucas Licensing's 
director of publishing, recommended me for the project in 1997, with 
the assignment of analyzing all preceding Stor Wars references, resale: 
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ing discrepancies, and generating new ideas te All out the vehicles’ 
deaall like never before. Wilkon wanted the books to be absolutely 
definaive, Todo that would require access to Lecastilms pote library, 
unpublished set blueprings, flening models in the Lucasfilm archines, 
and interviews with ILM artists. 


X= WING 
The tear began with the easiest subject, the single-plat fighter for 
which them was already good published reference, including plans 
and cutaway diagrams, These would get us into the groove and pre- 
pare our working system for the challenges ahead, Existing prece: 
dents guided Hand Jenasen’s X-wing artwork, and Hans created just 4 
lint new qearwhere necessary, such as Luke's foot conbrok, designed 
to correspond with real aircraft controls in the old-fashioned fighters 
that had inspired Lucas to create the X-wings. 

Just complling the standard sci-fi technical details of mace-up serial 
numbert and imaginary marutactunrs would bore readers, since this 
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doubletak didn’t tell stones. An archeeological approach involwes 
segking The sgniicance behind Objects ard ayaa, ormecting them 
witha Leger combest, and understanding the stories behind them 

So when it came tine to draw the proten tonedoes in Luke's 
Sewing. | suggested that Hans put in just a single pair, The Rebels are 
Supposed to be financialy dewperate in Stor Pors. The stone would have 
an added litte dimension of drama ifthe cutaway art revealed thas Luke 
dan untned plot) onky had one pair of torpedoesyone single chance to 
make his shes at the exhast per no mater how quickly he mob there, 

It's just 2s easy to draw a full rack of torpedoes, as it would be easy fo 
draw all keds of mastive resquetes for the hebels. But choices like that, 
withaut consideration for the story involved, undermine ihe scenario 
and the draena. | warted the details to be narrative wherewer possible, 
considering the character and stery implications of everthing included 
in the book In archeology, new ideas must fit into the higterical con- 
text of-whar i alreaty known, and implications must be ‘considered. 
Lapplied the same rigorous approach bo Inenedite Cron-See ord. 
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Y-WING 
To maintain the desired level of realiam, there needed to be functional 
system concepts behind what we created, The ¥-wing fighter ia shawn 
to be rughly comparable to the “swing in combat firepower, Yeq the 
Yowing hes only stubby linthe laser canrioes compared to the X-wing’s 
huge long wing-mounted cannons. This lin’t consistent without an 
exqplanation=ithor the society's technology requires giant harchevane 
for this firepower, or it doesn't. To sobs this prob 
fem, | comidered the design of the real A-10 
Waethog, the “tank killer® combat plane im which 
the fuselage is Built around 4 huge gun barrel. 
| decided that the same must be tie of the 
Wewing. and That lhe would justify the big masecone 
ofthe ship. Ta maintain consinuity, linconorated as 
many G&tais as paible from an excelent oaelker 
‘wing cutaway into this mew cancel Hans transformed my rough 
sketch literally overnight into the book's anazing line art. 

The wark Hans did on the Y-wing engines began to reveal his creative 
tale He drafted a very convincing design variation on jet engine bur- 
bines for the Rebel fighter engines (since Ben Burt's evocative sounds 
Tor these fighters sounded like turbine whirees), Tina qreat aircraft buff" 
Hans says, “and olen looked at aircraft—and car, tank, ship, conipuner, 
yaouum cleaner, and so on—reference® for fpirstion. There's an 
uptunied jet engine in the back of the fewing doubling a3 a deflectar 
shield generator, and many other examples.” Jenssen's extensive know 
edge of the real world gave him much te draw per. : 

Archacology fleldveork taught me that there is no substitute for first- 
fare experience. So has my field research in gpace history, [ye craved 
through space equipment acres. the coungry, from an Apalle lunar rced- 
ule trainer cockpit to MASA shuttle bunch pack and the giant rocket 
Transport crowler al lhe Kennedy Space Genter, The artisans valued first- 
hand experience the sane way, Jensen and Chavemare have gotten 
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inside many of the tanks, jets, and planes they've Musbrated and sabe 
in 20 The inspiration they offer. Wherever | go," says Chasemare, Tam 
always interested to observe shapes and teats. | ge out of my way to 
[ry te remember or photograph things that | find interesting, When the 
Shar fons project came along, | was able to use a lot of these fantastic 
reablife parts and ideas, with the added bonus of being able to use ae 
aMisthe eye to Uplate, hese, and At an abject toa given task." 
Iwanted many subtle consissercies in the art- 
work, 30 | asked Hans to put esuppom gear 
Into The Yewing That raiched the distinctive blue 
hexagonal baxes he had drawn im the X-wine, 
These would appear in the Mifennium Falcon 2s 
well. These are exactly the kinds of condisnencies 
one finds in eal history and archaeology, as well 
a5 in real engineering, They tell a story about 
there being consistent solutions 4 culture applies to given problems, 
By incorporating this philosoghy, the Crosi-Secnans books would 
Strive fora high standard of believability. Readers might look closely at 
the artevork and find the hidden connections. 
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MILLENNIUM FALCON 

The team graduated from the fighters ta she challenge of the 
(HiMeRAiiT Fever inbenar, As with many science-fiction spaceships, 
the inside did mot coresmond to the outside, Lucas Licensing edliner 
Jane Macon dug up all the orginal set blueprints, which confirmed 
that the img corridor inside the full-size Falron was much too small to 
accommodate the set of the main hold, which had been built on 
angaher stage, As a pesult, cenllicling plans of the fovea interigr had 
previously been published. Gur solution wauld be final, and | waned 
ik Both wayi—a plan that looked conceptually sensible yet was cone 
sistent with everything we'd seen in the films, inside and out. | drewa 
plan derived fram Joe Johnston's original comoepes of how the Aalroa 
Was sirictured, then challenged Hans Jensen to “rake il fit." Hane 
came back with a solution equivalent to a classic MOC, Escher emgrav: 
Ing: a gecenetric impossibaity That looked perfect. He hid the inoansis- 













tencies with fourth-dimensional aetist tricks making it look seaentess. 
Jenssen made il appear @acy. Gut the fect that no one hed achieved 
such success before testifies to the creathany of his solution. 

The best kind of detal would support connective conmstency, realistic 
implications, and narrative, Hard creaned an Imperial power cell for Darth 
Waders TIE fighter, and | asked him to include one in the Mivenaniun 
Fairs gun syste, Aaal Rebel fortes often make use of stolen superior 
technology from their enemies, and this plece would immedckanely ingly 
a Story—heon did Han Solo manage to acquire such prize contrabared? 
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REBEL BLOCKADE RUNNER 
The Rebel Blockade Runner offered the project its first botally blank 
slate. | wanted ta be able to pin the locagion of every shot and every 
fine of digleque spoken in the film, and track the mowements of thee 
drolds and characters arqund the shig, This wouldn't 
be easy, since the whole sequence was filmed ran- 
damly i the same amall cormdor sets. 

| began by drawing individual plans of the corrkdor 
sections that appeared in each shot aboard the 
Hlockade Runner, These sections were then linked 
together in ways implied by the sequence of actian 
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(POTT OH) Fepnoks peeiched the detolls of the Blockode Runser 
models brdge, which were $00 ctf et bo pheteyenph. The detail 
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on the sereen. Wher the structure added up ta something 
impossible, inconsistencies had to be hidden, | discussed the 
needs of a diplomatic starship with my friend Jack Babe at the 
US. State Departmen, considering embassies and ambassador 
residences he had visited. 501 designed Princess 
Leia's stale conference table as a centerpiece fea- 
ture and laid out the ship with diplomatic levels 
abowe and crew lewels below. & foemal state dim 
ing, poo is barely glimpéed in the final artwork. 
By this time, it was appareng that Jenssen and 







Chasemare could de a perfect job when reference 
was available. You can compare Hans’ Blockade 
Runner to photos from the Archive and ose that he 
accurately shes avery last cha in the Blockade 
Runner's red stripes. This kind of wark really makes 

these books live up to thelr iacreibe name Close examination with 

a penlighe in the Lucariilm Archives alkaved mete sketch the derails 

of ihe Blockade Runner's modeled bridge, which Hares rendered pre- 
cleely into iis arherone We alo made sure thal a Geouip of Rebel prisoners. 
marching down the hall exact matched the group seem on screen, ared 
That you oould see Comimaniier Prep, an imperal officer. examining the 
main computer bands shorthe before hee reapcets to Damh Vader in thee file 


























Detacrw] Reynolds wond- 
Gowler ramp wee ich show 
Jowa leoding cut the croods 
for sole, incuding the binocular 
Temactesel! drges fhey ae fuse 
rtelen from the lors fare 

(a scene cet from Episode I. 


DLOWERL LEFF) Richard thosesore 
ot work on the two Seederewler. 


JCERTER) Deted of on 1M model. 


[BOTTOM] Wists fhe Ladk Cot ond ungublnhed 
blueprint, Reynolds oeoted thin dogom 
deeing the ecoct locohens of ercics Prose 
tpivcde TV's wosdereter weouecce, 
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end, we decided to illustrate the moment when the 
droits emenge from ihe sarderawler, so hardky any of 
this work shows up. But ther influence bs still phere: AS-D 
and C-3PO appear no just ameshere. but exactly where 
they roally were when the file was shot. 

Blseehere in the sandcrawles, | wanted fo salute some 
nike desagns that had appeared im LucatArs’ Super Sear 
Wars video game for the Super Nintendo Enteralnment 
Systea You can S66 soe Of Weie drill are onushers 4nd 
their molen slag pool in the book. Richard Inveented the 
Jayay “sleep decks” wher they hole up like wermin in 
Chee upper lavals. 










JAWA SAN DCRAWLER 

The sandcraeler was another exciting blank carves for us to fill. This 
weRUKE tae Wnsial measures, Te get the dros locations in this 
“droid prison” would require the original set blueprints. 

Learing all the droids therein, however, would lake uncorven- 
tional research. The ome thing that wauld have that information ‘wars 
the Leet Cut, the eacliest film version of Star Wars. The Lost Cut thoes 
the Interior of the sancdcrawier in puch mare detail than we seein ihe 
final cut of the film. A look at this footage, with the help af then 
Lucas film archivist Tim Fox, made the location of every dined ons 
tall clear, including draids we don't see in the final cut af the film. 
Thanks fo the usique view in the Leet Out, | was able to provide an 
accurate sketch for Richard with the location of every droid, In the 
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[BELOW] To cine use of the shutter doces seen i the ILM Sher 
Geriroper model, beproids come up eth the ideo of o protected hanger 
bop Tight contend pone, te of the Eeeeral of lier whe eotch Fhe 
drsid’s eaoege pod Hage aut ints apace. 
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IMPERIAL STAR DESTROYER 


Litas Linsnsang wanted the Star Destroyer to accorimicdate all of the 
invasion vehicles specified by previous books. This would require 
Some inspiration, Acdinionally, like Hard, Recher Chavenmore wanted 
“reference, reberence, reference. Always need more reference.” The 
Artists Skardaeds of total accuracy required mare infonmation than 
esisting Lucasfilm photoes provided, but a trip to the Archives solved 
Thee problend. The Cevrtiotos model—the Star estroyer that cap- 
tures the Tantiee JV in 4A New Hope—was photographed from every 
possible angle, and & magnifying glass and a flashlight revealed ILRrs 
Incredible hangar bangs, My layout would try to incerporate every 
detail. “Most science-fiction cutaways are mot thought theowgh,” 
Rihard Chasemore rightly complained. The Star Destroyer hangar 
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facies would have to make some military logistical sense With the 
help of an anmed-forces engineer Steve Whitcomb, we devised a 
structure to bald and deploy the imperial assault forces in a layout 
that could mot be blocked by batthe damage in any one spat, 

Richard, meanvehile. cranined up his home theater unail the wall 
Shook, “bye te hear Pow a ergereé sours.” he says. “The deee rum- 
bling of the Star Gestroyer....and then try te imaging whas kind of gar 
Ganiuan power would push such a vehicle, The power trunking would 
have te be feet thick with thick shrouding, the weight of which would 
have te be supported on enanmaus girders. They would be covered in 
Som Sct of masy maingenanse coaging, with walkways and maine 
nance hatches. Sa using the thought process and pencil sketches 
Danould bulld fram the engine oF a main poever generator outwards.” 





ALL-TERRAIN 

ARMORED TRANSPORT 

For the AT-AT, the team would have to solve the mystery of how 
traps “debark for ground assault.” as General Veers says in Empire. 
It wasnt obvious from the vehicle's design, The lean brainstormed 
along with the book project designer, lain Morris. Finally, we comsid= 
ared drapping the (reaps an lines, | recalled phategraphs of my dal- 
league felatt Bless, plunging fully armed with his comrades out of am 
attack helicoper an rappelling 
lines. We Imagined the imtimi-: 
dating image of smowinoopers 
bursting out of walkers. Hans 
devised all of the equipment 
That would make this proasi- 
ble. He also came up with the 
idea of stashiney sreove bikes 
in the back of the ATviTs far 
the invadion of Hoth, one of his 
favorite poranal contributions te the prepect, 

Star Wars sound effects directly inspired the design of the AT-4T*s 
Walking mechanism, Ben BUrc's distinct work for the AT-AT included 
4 hydraulic “chooP sound in addition toa wincheliios moter whine, Gur 
CLL arts keg Pioivebor equipment accounts for both sounds, with 
péstons—chaof =powering the main movements anedl qeardrive 
Taton—ahine—providing precise control and stability. We did every: 
thing we could ta make the artwork directly expressive of the firs. 


A NEW BEGINNING 

Sometimes reference was bough to come by. 1 remember one terrifying 
Time,” Chasermioee recalls, when we could mat find any reference of the 
cockpit for the AT-S1_ | had sat in front of the video wneil | had wom the 
ideo heads Gut sketching. Finally, [David] managed to photograph his 


(LEFT) Seen etek ee) Oo Perit Mereben of the AT=Ar. 













TV sereen showing a Ligendige widescreen image, and we could Finally 
finish the cutaway. Ingenuity prevailed,” 

The creative process evoked 6 the project progressed. Earke on, | pro 
vided shetches, from the “panek-on" Y-eirng to laser energizer gear for 
The snows peeder, reflecting my many years af thinking atscaunr heres the 
classic ships would function, As Richard and Hans got into the Srar Mary 
Univers, they became mare comfortable onating new elements, Richard 
Rroduced the crass-ection of Sieve! almost enginehy on his cam. for ear 
pile. By the time of the Episode | book, bua contributing mainly concep- 
tual guidance and occasional details on ship layouts It’s a testament to 
the Stor Wars sensibility that Hans and Rachand dewloped that their work 
eventually was referenced by the Production Am Department and ILM 
Durning the Epics || Crott-Sechans book profect, Hichard asked concepe 
deugn supervisor Doug Chiang about the weapon systemsan Episode I's 
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Sive L Doug told him, “You should kine), you part theen there” ILM Rad 
followwed Richard's illustration in creating the digital Slave i 

The struggle with weference and precedents didppeared in the pre- 
quel books, because more reference was available than had been on the 
earlier films. “Wo get extensive turnarounds of the computer graphic 
modek,” Richard explains, “and we could even onder enact angles fer us 
ta stant artworks from.” For the Episode | ships, we had the pleasure ca 
working directly with the production aetists: Richard andi Hard had desks 
at JAK Productions (he company that produces the Star liars prequels), 
hwould tlk with Chiang in cetail abou bes designs, Lucas’ direction behind 
them, and Qhiang's thoughts about hoes they might work, Ala certain 
point, he woud start saying, “Where's no reason for that features it just locks 








coal” The bulges over the droid congral she hangar entrances are [est 
One exanngle of @ practical explanation for an aesthetic design choice, 
That's where wit would begin-cureork, I'd consider their location and the 
Stualonal needs and sy, “They must bo landing tractor beard be quide 
Ingomar shops.” “Qh, really? Goug vould reply. Cool Glose collabora- 
thon was always ome of the most mewarding aspects of the Cross-Sectians 
projects, and we believe that the fans could see if in the final reoults. 

From the beginning to the end, we ahvays made sume we were a5 
true 44 possible to the original creators’ intent, We all enjoyed being 
gwen sich extraordinary (reedien ta create within the Shar Mears iin 
vere, and we stron to honor the work of all eee artists. that preceded 
Ls a5 we offered ur oven layer of depth to the fanrasy, Wt 
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fat | ow fane )yoursell a big Star Mery fan, de you? 
Be Oh dure you camped out for over a month to be first in 
a hb line for Attack of fhe Clones, You've decorated your bed- 
roam with the original theatrical posters and have all 
the vintage amd new action figures. Heck, you even 
have your very own life-size replica of the mighty Dark 
Lord of the Sith Standing im your living rece. Well, 
that’s all very impressive, but are you fan enough to 


make your commitment te tar hrs parmanent? 





Skin the Wecord 


Throughout human history, tattoos have invoked powerul feelings of 
Spingliad and cultural inpoamtarce. The Grigar of Llattoding is Aotly 
debated to thes day, and while its roots arent exactly from a galawy far, 








lar away, They can certainly be braced back to & long time age. 
instruments used for tattealng have been found im Europe dating 
back to the Upper Palecdithic period (70,000-58,000 ac), and in 1591 
taitess wee digcawtered on the boc of a 5.000 year-old man wha 
was found entombed high ona Gurcpean mountain. Hs are the oldest 
tations ever hound, 

Tattoo art has once agaln become a major part of Western culbure 











45 more people find a way to represent aspects of their personality 
visually and peamanenaly, With the gocial barriers surrounding body 






4n fading aeay in the real world, tattoos play a mone prominent rale 





in The Stare Wars galore ad avell While (here are few charecters im the 
OClessic Trilogy with tattoos, both Episodes | and Ul ared the Expanded 






Universe have introduced mew tattooed characters such as Darth 





Maul, Baniss Offee, Lurminara Undull, and Quinlan Was. The nec-tribal- 





istic patbems adocning Darth fiaul’s body pay homage to various cul 
tures fram arcune the weld, albett with a decidedly *extreme™ twist. 
Luminara Unduli’s tattoos are especially reminiscent of the "rricke" 





facial fatboos traditionally warn by eieori wamen, linking a highly 
respected angen, culture trom cur work! and the Jedi Knights, an 
order with an equally rich history, 
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Dears Hicker 
Artist: Tew 
Stuite: Lathe Cerier 


1, be herlarcls 


Anonymous 

firtist: Paul & 
Srudeoe Last Aighes Inc NYC 
Ai Work, Wr 


Plc baal Trac ker 
Airbed: Pack Williams. 
Siucdicc Ehechnic Perici! 
Wihitter, Crh 


: bGars films, thee 

Artist: Jason Ahodes variety of tattoos reonesenting these movies is truly interesting. Enter 

Studha: Intricate Cecor Id in whieh fans have chosen to wear their fandom on their 
Aaa. Pea scrit, Fal — foie tii 


Ten years ag, 


the popularity a 
ing the bee all too natural. Whether i 
nia or large character theried sleeve or woe, i Nitta} | 


— ee ay j a 2 indicative of the personal appeal 
hl a — ‘ A, shodve is a Abo thiol oes epresents to the 


ee + an 7 all oe part al an aer Enorn Oe the cecication, 
fe - 3 
" - - hes es shitter, dian, ard all 


Ihe any ancuned nha chee : 
surprising that the poow 
Lashes. 18 Gy rewvireg. 
tet Paul Booth has dome a few 


n the dark 


ETA WARS CMEIDER 








fans, i onky seems a 
natural pure re 
Sooth ien't the arly amist who 
feels whig ) Many have ao found 
thenmisehees cen phe ing end of the 
eedie. “I hav 
a 
ands dow 
veual and synmibe 
Whole Star Wars sor 


by eh 
watching the behind the sce 
neers pushing the 
Perhaps 

EJ Aitchisan's revolutionary art techniqu 
Artist: Jason Ahockes be ie 
Sbudia: Intricate Deco much like those pioneers who changed the 
Ran Pheasant, Pell face of filramakireg. 
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fob Meyer 

furtiog: Tracy Davis 
Studio: Upioavn Tattoo 
Cincinnati, OH 


irk Gouglass of Bear, Gelaware & 


1. It Feurts, But at the sare 


youl 20: Invoked with the sltuathon 


fhe you kind of farce elf te push 
Rhegugh the pain, tt really ; Goh 


ning of the 5: 
naw planning bo cower both emets of the spy 
his other leg with | rispared by 
a fitting tribute to George Lucas’ space epic. 


2 faired 
werse on themseh 
f th 


Jedi Kim 
Amit Hannah ARchiPeon 
Studio: Dehint Tah 
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adorns his entire back. The idea of a city in the clouds always fasci- 
fated Dishord: “The fvipve Sikes Back wad the ocala, darkest, an- 
the-edge of your seat move fram the c#iginal trilogy.” His: back 
fete Ga true, hard-earned testament to Thode thoughts. The entire 
tatioe took artist Jason Rhodes mone than forty hours aver a course 
of tharteen weeks ta complete. According to Stu, “Tattooing comes 
With a cenain amcunt of pain, and im some areas, a ke, You don't 
just get a tat, you eam it! 


gome & 
Some might be surprised to hag that Star 

Wort tattoos aren't exclusive bo male fare. On the contrary, some of 

the codes: one’ adam feral fan. Hilary Gillespie, whos loreanrn Ea1- 

toos.ane just the “Fist step into a lange work!" of Sher lars ink, desorbes 

herself as “not the Kind of girl eho gets buttertty ard rose tatioos.” She 

fincls “Bansha skulls and bourmy hunters” more ta her liking. When It 







comes ta the gender sterectypes she says. Telany people stil [corsider] 
Shor ir a male thing, ard i's refreshing lor lhe to $26 thas there iG an 
appeal for girs beyond Princess Leia.” This Torondo, Ondario native is cur 


areas, a lot. Bou don’t jusy 
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rentiy working on a 
Peeve on her Attar that feabunes 
the likes of lange Fett, cane teopers, and 
stormirconers. Gillespie chose these partioularcharac- 
fers “im oeder to show the evolution of whe sparnbresper” 
which she considers ber “first kove™ from the saga. 
Rachael Tucker of Long Beach, Califomia has always been a big fan 
of the original trikegy? and it shows. Rachael has images af 
A2-02 and Princess Leia tatiesed on her back, and 
fT. it é ik Planning to tie i all pogegher with mane 
ay Oassic Trilogy characters like Lute 
- A Skywalker and Darth Vader, 
Tucker finds: that oA IPs 
when atierding fan events, Lal 
she “pets shopped ewan Thee feet,- 





Sdding, “Everyone loves my ink when | igo oe em 
Sut and, of course, | sho ghee ot every chance | get,” 

Tucker's not the only marked fan eho appreciates the attentian her 
Latos qaener AL Star Wart Celebration 0 aiicoed attendee: often 
found themselves to be the canter of attentiarc sharing thelr expei- 
ences with other fans, posing far photos, and even giving inberviews 
to the local media. “The reactians have been the best pan for me," 
daims Cincinnati, Ghio resident Rab Meyer He has several Classic 
Trilsagy Tahir, “Open tines, the casual tars gree the bes peaecnice, 
They might nat be into Stor Hers like | am, but they have fond memo 
ree of he mee and abvays want te ghare them with me.” 

Buford also finds his tattens act as a beacon for acher fans ane 
credits them for sparking great conversations and friendships—even 
across language barker, Once, while vacationing, he foun that “Sher 
Wars and Soba Fett were universal wards. People wha spoke na 
Englis) were seeing the Fert piece and asking “ary mare? Fd show 
them my back, and it’s major Stor Mars reunion!" 


Cinder the #2eedle 


How that you're cominoced that you 

Want 2 Spar Mgrs tance, the big 
pica! column ' : 
question is, “Where do you 
Begin?’ Before you ruch head 


leng into a full Classic Trikeoy 





inspired deeve or back piece, 
Che Tiest thitey oid tesa lo os 
wl is wart.and think long and hard 





aba what you're @EGut bi 
do. Tattoos ane permanent, 
life-long comumétments ane 
you need To be 10 sure that 
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AN GC Treo Us 

Artist: Bastin Fiowesy 
Studio: Sharrihala Taro 
Fdirmantan, Alberta 





you understand the responsibil 


Nes s55neiabed wilh tattoos. (e this really 





something yau want for rhe nestor your life? 
Cheaiing what particular image you heave tattooed 
depends solely on your after all, it's your beedy and your lowe for 
Shar Vows thas had led you to this pained. With all the Stor Movs tattoos 
out there today q's mepessary to choose an inage that will make your 
piece truly original. imperial and Alliance insignias and Soba Fett’s 
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Jog Lalewscz 
Agtit: Dirk ‘vam Dorst 
Stead ho: Litt he Warnes Tatpine 


Balin, hill 





hemioce Féartini 
Artest: Scott 
Studios Threshold Studbas 


J St Porters, fel 


skull symbol are aasily tha mast averdare Star 

Wins Lathood, Should you dhodse any of these, consider a unique 
background ar cefar scheme ta make it stand cur fron the rest 
Character tattoos, on the other hand, present incredible cre- 
ate diveriny and oer a qreag challange to an aise. Picking 
an artist is the mast important decision and requires. a hot 
of research, Find ae artist or studio wilh 4 repubetian 
for skill and professionalam. You definitely 
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Kirk Douglass 

Aimitet: Kite (Deoacybass, 
SURED KO; Angi st Abo 
Bear, Delaware 








want an artiss who's wiling to work wih 
you and your ideas. “You really need to 
find sermeone whe has followed the 
movies, says Tampa. Florida artist fare 
Draven, “Wyo fiid.a great amist but they 
han mo bdeawhat the movies are about, 
then they really cant get a feel for ie 
character they're tathooing. Colors, shad- 
oes, and dimension mean 4 lot when 
youre Dying 1G get across the point ofa 
villain or a hero." 

“TE che artist 16. & big Spar P¥ovs fan, they 
will always puta litte more lowe Into the 
Blece” says Louisville, Kentucky artist 
Joke Furse, "These aetists shoulder’? be too hard to find,” Aitchison rezs- 
sures us. “There are many Star Mars fans in the Gath trade.” 

*| have dane mast cf the characters free the original trilogy,” says 
Ahrodes, “but then are a few I'd hove to do: Admiral Ackbar would be 
agrest challenge: small detads and bexture, plus those big glossy ayes. 
Jabba would be another great texture challenge.” 

Aitchison also poants out how important itis te “have an idea of phe 
look you want, be it photo-realistic [portrait] or stylized." dust ies iin tra- 
Gnlonal illustration, realism requires a lot of skill hlake sie The arnist 
can pull off the level of realions you're keoking for, 

Once you've decked on the artist, image, and style, there & one 
other factor to consider, “Plan ahead,” says Rhodes, “especially if you arn 
doing multiple characters or whicles.” Oh, and it might burt a little, toa. 

FF you do your homework when selecting images and the artcst to 
ink them, you'll mast certainly be happy with the finished product. 
But make mo mistake: a tatboo can also be a very costh endeavor, 
Remember the a7@ck) axiom: "goced tattoos aren't cheap and cheap 
fattoos aren't good. " 

The basic rate for artigts can run anyehere benveen $100-150 per 
hour, High-profile anists recehe upwards af £250 per hour and rarely 
wark on small pieces. A smaller-sized Imperial ar Alliance emblem, an 
inex pensiee® Lathes, shoulda, take longer than hwe hours to complete 
Tattoos like Stu's forty-plus hour beck peece could easily nun upevards 
of $4.00K)-5,000, while full sleewes can take up te nventy hauwrs and 
cost well over $2,000. 

IF you hunt eng enough for the right ariel, you might even be 
lucky enough to meet an artist and Séar kvers collector like John Furse. 
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there's been : 


“lL once traded a guy 
his whole Star Wore toy col 
lection for a sleeve.” While barters 
like thas eight be few and far beiweren, 
they can surely be regarded as one of 
fhe matt unique Star rors Wasa hes 
to ever take place 

From inception to completion, eve 
People who aren't big land of tartecing admire the dedication and 
artistry that goes into each plece. fs the anticipation surrounding the 
release of Epizode Ill Guild and tarioding Continises fo gain accept= 
ance anaued the warkd, you can bet the moisture farm that Sar 
Wars tattoos will also reach new heights, meat only 
int quantity Gut in quality as well, oe 


For trove Star Wars fared images, 
check Out harteaserdneys. com 
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ONE TEAR AFTER THE BATTLE OF GEONOSIS 


aster Doriama?” Emil Kereage's deep voice called. 
“We're here.” 

Kinman Doriana svoke with a start, blinking his eyes 
against ther suriight streaming in through the shuetle's 
viewports. For a moment he gazed at the landscape 
rolling Gereath hin, trying bo remember where actly he wes. There 
had been so many systems ..- 

The disoneritation cleared. He was om Cartao, major trading center 
for Praca Sectee, carefully noraligned in the war berveen the Republic 
and the Separatists. And home to— 7 

“There it is.” Kerseage said, He turned the coctral stick delicately, 
rolling the shuttle slighthe to the lett ta ghee Dorlana a better look, 
"5 paaeti Creations.” 

Coriana gazed out the side viewport, impressed in spate of himself. 
Situabed among 4 group of forested hills just north of the compact town 
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of Foulahn City, perhaps three Wlometers nombwest of the equally com- 
act Triv Spaceport, was the unique manufacturing plant iowan as 
Saar Onations, Over a Mlonseter acres af is widest, i had the patch- 
wark look of something that had repeatedly been added onto over the 
decates. The pooling echoed the frogen ¢cheas, with tower, heat 
exchangers, antennas, and skylights poking out at appaenily rancho 
Spo along the building's overall three-story height. There were no win 

dows he could see, ventilation appareeth being handled by a line of 
small, louvered air vents dotting the outer walk about micdeay up the 
Siles, “impressive,” he comennenbed, 

“You think so?" Kerseage shrugged. “Personally, I've always consid- 
ered it an architectueal version of a weed patch. Mo order of organiza: 
thown aanyww hapere, * 

“Ever been inside? 


No dee UL errloyees get ho go in” the other said, his lip basting 


‘t think much of them? 
Rerseage shrugged again, uncomfortably this time. W's mathing to 


Toh free,” he "]qota tthe | thy peoole places, That's gl,” 


* Doriana said, returning his ion to the manufacturing 


recthy beneath then. Clearly, Kerseage did 
But then, be didia’t have bo. Like everthing else he ever did, Doriana 


ey hare are gq thts 


Particular man to bring him across the spars 


y settled planet to Spaari 
Creations. The dare tard perl company Kerseage had ore owned hal 


ars eadier by a poorly 

ved alter the Bartha 

Ling tts way Cheniagh thee 
entalhy moot ATUERANY EES 


"What about the plan “he aeloed, is eye king 
araund the forested areas morth and west of the main Tacdity. “The 


ome fat materials and finished product.” 


“Tdan't know, exactly.” Ker 
be about three bilomneters 
reer bar th "He pi 
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by accident of by design. That could be useful. “Where does Lewd 
Earialie line?” 

There” Kerscage polnted to the left as he browght the shuttle 
araund in a wide semicncle. “You see Foulahn City, just south of that 
kigmeherwithe stretch of grassland?” 

"Vsee it” Dorana said, Adonit think es ever geen a city come toa 
ine Chat abrupily befere, Except when there's a lake o¢ clef to limit &, 
of course” 

“lt might as well be a clit.” Kerseage grurted. That particular line of 
Qin marks the sughemn adie of Soaani lind, and na ane bavels.or 
builds there. The Cranscoc Insistoon it, Anyway, you see thar big open 
afea or the norlhem edipe of the oty, butting up agesnst the grass sbrip? 

“ton” Darana said, It looked like a park—geasslared, quae a few 
dumps of trees, lange sections of sculpted bushes—=with a few small 
uilgangs and one wary lange one, Ewer from this distance. the place 
reebed of wreath and power, Om one of the bore hills facing the plait, bee 
Cum) sea poe of figures standing together. The Finale estate” 

“Wau get It,” Kereage said. “You seen enqught” 

Doriana took a lest look around, fring the geography in his mind, 
Failahe ard Masini Cites lay bo the South and southeast of the plang, 
with the craggy Red Hilk pushing up against the southern ends of bed 
calles, Tv Spaceport was to the eeet, with low, increasingly forested 
rolling hills to the north, anda seal river winding its way bereaen ihe 
teed cities and then between Poulain and the spacepart. 

“Tes. he told the pilot reserthing hire in his seat. “Lets go see Lord 
Binalie* 


hey re turing arund same more.” Cor Binahke anounced, 
shading his eyes with his hand as he peered upevard into the 
Sky. “)1hink they might be caming here 
"Who, the people in the shut?" Jafer Toes asked, his 
whele hair bhewing past his cheek as he gazed downward at the ground, 
brying to pick out the particular shvnviv vine he and the boy had been fol- 
lowing for the past half hour “Yes, | knicre” 

“Ta kre who hey are? Cort asked, frowning up #t him. “Did Dad 
say something te you abet visitors? 

"he, but Ae didn’t mesed bo,” Torles assured the boy. “it's been obvious 
for reearhy a meine rece,” 

“Oh, come on.” Corf objected iim that tone of stained patience 
Teche-year-oiels cid io well. “How could you? 

“Simple logical deduction,” Teeles takd him in that pedaniic instruc- 
lors lone seventy-thrse-year-olds did equally well. “There was mo moa 
som for them to pass direct cver ihe plant wales (hat was what they 
were specifically locking at. After realizing how litte that gained them, 
Their matiiral reat shep is bo want to lake 4 hook from the inside. For that, 
they need ta come see your father” 

Corl shook he heactin amacement. Boy," he said. “1 wish | ascre a dod." 

*Hyou wens, you'd probably have 1.90 be war sereday,” Torkes warned. 

“You didn’t hawe to,” Cart painted aut. 

“hhot yer” Tones said wilh a grimace. But | could be called up at any 
mament The Council merely decided to leave a few Jedi where we are far 
The none in 2ase of unexpected Separatist mowes in our areas. | could 
get to the scene of trouble anyehere in Prackla or Locria Sectors long 
before they could send someone fram Comuscans or one of the major bat- 
Te ateas, Being a Jeg 6h ever easy, and can be downright dangerous.” 
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eah, Gut you're neal smart” Cort said, Clearly, distant rumblings of 
war didn't faze him in the slightest. “You're good at figuring out stutf- 

“Logecal thinking if hardhy the exclusive preserve of Jed” Torles 
admonished hin, “Anyone can learn to put facts together in their 
proper onder.” 

“Wayie.” Cort said. “| andl think its a Jedi hing.” 

Tarles. smiled, shading hls eyes with his hand as hee watched the 
Shuttle approach. In poet of face, of course, he hadn't realy Enon the 
shuttle was coming to the Binalie Estate, but had merely conciided 
there was a high probability of it lf it turmed out the pilot was merely 
showing off Spaanti Creatas te sane visiting (riers, he was. caring its] 
look pretty foalish. 

This might not bea bad thing, Torles had tpent the past thirty years 
on Cartac, diipensing wisdom, mediating disnutes, and handling the 
ootasional pirate or ayvereager crime bord. Some: of the locals had come 
te feapeect hin, others had chosen to hate him, while ose hal meyer 
been mare than vaguely aevare that Prackb Sector even bod a resident 
Jedi quardian. 

But never in those thirty years had he run into case of hero-warship 
like Cort Binalie's. 

Ie his earlier days, it would have been highly gratifying, mat bo men- 
thon flattering, to be held in such high esteem, From the perspective of 
hid Years, Dough, he coukd oee the danger lurking beneath that kind of 
unthinking adulation. Even at pwelve Cant should be able to recognize a 
person's weaknesses as well as his strengths; should be learning how ta 
aCep. Peggle as They were, OL cheating é lend of perhection through 
wehich to gaze at them. Instead, the boy insisted on regarding him .as the 
Wtimate Jedi: tall amd strong, wise and kind, and newer, ever ‘arong. 

This paetiqular Ineigent wasn't qoerng po do pitch to cherie That peer- 
ception, either. The shuttle passed tow ower their heads, keaving mo 
Chu Chat i was indeed making for the private landing pad beside the 
Eunalie mansion, 

And es ft did so, Torles got a clear look at the company name on the 
shugthe’s sade, 

“Come on.” he said, taking Corf’s arm and tuming hin toward the house, 

“We're going back?" Cort asked, frowning. “| thought you were going 
to help me track this shrewd ving back to tts rong.” 

“Wie can do that later.” Tones told him. “Right mow, | think we ought 
bo ee ge vee Cheese pee ple warit with your father” 

"Okay," Coof said, cleady not understanding but willing ta acept Toles" 


veord for it “You're the boss.” 

“Tm net the boss.” Tones reminded hirn as they headed dcr the hill 
toward the distant house and the shutth settling onto the pad. Tm just 
the Jedd." 

“Heah,” Cor said off-handedly. “Same thing,” 

Tarles sighed to hme. Hope lull fe nebeska grow out of it.on 
hi CAT 


feo! Dofiana’s mone simple amusenents these dows was to 
count off the minutes between the time a decid or servant 
diappeaced inte he master’s inmer sanctum with Goriana’s 
eregentlaks and the time Dariana hinsell wad ushered in. In 
the case of Lord Pilester Binalice, that interval was less than a mmuge, 
Either Binalie wad unusnally respectiul of Conuscant authority, or else he 
was too waned about this unexpected visitor to play pewer games. 












“Master Darisna,” Binsle said, rising fram 
the massive chair behind the even more massive tekm ad The 

Protocol droid escorted Goriana into the office. “It's a great honor to 

redene 2 representative front Supeeme Chanceice Palpatine hingell" 

“A, pleasure bo imnet you, as well Lord Binalle” Dorana said in tumias he 
walked across the room. “1 aopregabs you giving me soc of your time” 

“My pleasure,” Binalie said, waving Doriana 10a chair facing the desk 
and sitting back don himself “| wish you'd given nme notice of your 
eitin, | Oould have sent a dhutile bo meet you, or else direcned you to Triv 
Smacepan where you could hawe come ower by landspeader* 

‘There were reasons for coming into Carta wieere | did,” Doriana told 
Fire, watching the ethers face closely, “As there ware for chacsig the 
Barticular transparn | dic" 

A much in Binaies cheek twitched. So he'd deported ihe mane Ge 
Kerseage’s shunie, too. “Yes: Emil Kerseage.” he saad, “Im familiar with 
his case, Master Goriana, and | assure you the Trade Council & working 
Do rectaty a” 

He waved a hand selfeconsciously. “It's certainly nothing Palpatine 
needs to involve hirwelf with.” 

“Supreme Chancellor Palpatine is the chamgdon of the commen cit: 
zen,” Gorisna reminded him. 

“Ol course.” Ginalie said hastily, te first hing of perspiration begin- 
ning to sheen his face, “It's just that—=" He broke off. 

Hes?" Dorian prompted, 

The chee® muscle pwitched again, “Let ma be honmst with you 
Binalie said. “Cartec is trying to keep a bow: profile in this war against the 
Separtii. We don't hae pearly enough military Pewer io send troogs. 
or ships halfway across the galaxy on expeditionary missions. So far 
we've mastly escaped official notice; but if Chancellor Palpatine begins 
lakirey am interest in some minor bureawcratic dispute, that official 
notice Is line to be drawn our direction.” 

He tapped the dese in front of Pert wath his hopelinger, “Ared rot jist 
from: the officials on Consscant,” he added pointedly. “The Separatist: 
hae 20 far ignored us, too." 

“understind your concerns.” Doriana said. Bur you hase to urecder 
stand In turn that noone has the looury of deciding how a war is going 
to afect them. Hor is anyane permibted ta choose haw he can bese 
serve in that conflict,” 

Binalie’s eyes were very steady on Doriana’s. “oure not here about 
Kesrpeeg @ at all, dee yea? hee cad cael, 

Borlana shook his head. “Ht was, amd is, 2 
Supreme Chancellor Palpatine sen] me anlar micee ingeoetant business.” 

Binalie’s stony face went even starter, “Spaartl Creations.“ 

“Exacty,” Doriana said. “The Supreme Chancellor is intrigued by the 
reports he's heard abou, this factory wWwhage production lines cain be 
changed practically overnighs. ff the technique can be duplicated, it 
would mean a great deal for the Regublic’s war effart.* 

can't be,” Bimal said Plath. e's the Cranscoc ared their fuid-bont- 
ing system that make it possible, and as far 2) we know the Carlao 
eqiony is the only place Cranscoc live, 

“Thousands of them, | presume?” 

Finale hesitated the barest fraction of a seemnd, as if wandering 
lie. “About fifty thausand, yes,” he 
conteded, agparentty deciding not to risk if. “Bul they Greed very 


2 useful comer story. But ma, 


whether he could get away with a 
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dowthy. and only a small fraction of each generation has the talent that 
alloas (hem To bere as Teillers, Those ane the ones whe actually manig- 
ulate the fluid retocking that make Soaani possible” 

|") see" Devine aaid, ai # he hadn't already (Rhorsughly researched 
the whole operation. “Sill. the Supreme Chancellor will want me to be 
absiohutely certain. Would it be possible for me fo inspect the facilities 
themselves? Quiath and privately, of course,” 

Binalie kre a politely phrased onder when he heard &. “Of course,” 
Re said) geting vo his feet “l heve 4 erieate way ibe the plane” 

They ware haliway down the corridor beading back toward the landing 
pad when 6 boy's voice split the mansion’s degant silence. “Hey! Dad!" 

The twa men stapaed and tuned Hurying toward thar was a 
young boy about terehe years old—Lord Binalie’s son Cort, Gariana ten- 
fativety identtied him Behind the boy, walking wilh 4 longer snide and 
amare moasuned pace, was the final player im the day's scheduled 
dramec Jedi Knight lafer Torles. 

“Cor,” Ginalie said, sounding surprised and a lqtle uncomfortable, 
“thought you were on weed control this morning.” 

"Ve say ihe shuttle” Coc explained as he trotted wip be hid father’s 
side, ghing Doriana a quick once-over as he anivedL “Are you going ta 
the plant?" 

“For a few minutes, yes,” Binalie said. 

‘Can | come alongi 

Eemalié shook his head. “Mot this cine" 

The boy blinked. Clearly, that wasn't the answer he'd 
been expecting. “Why not?" 

“Business.” his father cand firmly, “Only Master Doriana 
and | are going.” 

*Pur—" 

"No arguments,” Binake sakd stems, shifting hk attention + 
away from Cort as the Jedi reached the group. “I'd ike you 
to meet Jafee Toeles, our local Jedi guardian, This is Kirenan 
Dorans, special advisor to Supreme Chancellor Palpatine. 

The skin at the comers of the okt Jedrs eyes crinkled slighth 
at Falpatine’s name, Small wonder=the Supreme Chancellor amd 
the Jedi Council had been increasingly at odes with each other over the 
pect few enonths, “Master Torles,” Dorlana said, modding, “lin glad 
youre here. As Lord Binalie seid, we're going to see the plant. Would 
YOU Care Do ace cena my uh?" 

Cor looked at hivdather in surprise. “But you salid—* 

"Be quiet, Conf,” dinalie cut hen off, looking af Doriana with some sur- 
prise of hip own. “] thought you said this was a privaqe mater.” 

“That was before | kmew Master Tarkes wae in the area” Goriams said, 
gazing ite Binalie’s face A week) Gee orth) che fick, he decided gud- 
dently, to se0 just how far the man could be pushed. “For that matter,” he 
added, “| dee no reason why your son shouldn't come, too. You wil begin 
moving hin inte a management position ina few years, won't your" 

The muscles in Binalie’s throat tightened, his eyes narcvang dangerously. 
Lord Palester Binake, the Gages. Gs inthis particular Got pend, wed used 
to having peapke casually cut the ground out from wneder him this wary. 

fut Doriana understood power, too. He held Binalie’s glare steadily, 
without challange oe malice, wondering if the other equld see far 
enough past his annoyance ta remember whom he was dealing with. 

Apparenithy be ceulel “Ag you wih” he said silly. “Pollo oe." 
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oles had been in the Ginalies’ private tunnel to Spazeti 
Creagions ony a handful of times, and & newer failed to evake 
a sense of wander, The Cransooe themselves had burrawed 
out the long passageway, Lord Binadie had omce tald him, 
withouy the use of any machinery. The real been & rough-hewn 
tunnel that perpetually held the rich tang of recengly tamed dim, 

But despite the fresh aroma, be also knew that in the digging process 
thase same dint walls had somehow been coewened inte a mnacerial a& 
tough and durable 2s permacrete. And the apparent noughresss of the 
suinface hid the more suotl satrls and delicate patterns the Cranscoc 
diggers had carved into it 

Purctional, artiste, and—iy all generally accepted bechnology— 
impossible. This was. Toles refleqied, a peenry fair descrigtion of Spaarti 
Creations itself, 

“The Crainseoe don’ want people or wehiches on the strip of grassland 
beteeen the plant and Foulahn City,” Binalio eplained to Bariana as 
the landspeader did alenily down the tunnel. “They say if upsets them, 
though we dant bnew how orwhy. Herne, this tunel,” 

“What about the other employees?” Doriana asted. 
Craniiont ones, Row dio Trey gee be wrk? 

“Adoet of them live on-site,” Binalia said, “There's a grep apartnert 
Chister along ihe eastern edge of the plant, betecen the main building 
and Outlink Gine, for the unimaried workers. The Crrecoc have a chia- 
terol homes mocth of the plant, between Guilinks One and Two, while 
the moneGrrscoc Genilies live in thea ca dlueter to the morth-evest, 
between Gutlinks Two and Thre, 

“Ard how dha al of them get to work? Doriana persisted. “More ture 
nels ike this one? 

‘There ore tunnels leading betecen the main plant and the Cutinks,” 
Binalig sale, “Burt those are mnaginty lor carge and equipment transfer. The 
workers usualy just walk across the lavares to wore” 


‘The mon 


He sired slighthy at Doriana’s puzzled look. 1 know. Apparently, it's 
onhy this one strip of land the Cranscos insist be eft completely open. 
Again, mo one knows hy.” 

The tunnel floor began te slope uprevard, and Tarkes found himself 
sure ptitiousty watching Dariana. Thee fest tine he'd taloen this gig, he'd 
haqiafally ex pecied (he iuinnel to depadit them inba some sort of recele 
ing area, and could shill remember his shock when they'd aerived smack 
inthe middle of one of the production areas. it might ber instructive to 
nae whether Dorana woul alo be taken by surprise 

Pie was. He kept his face impassive as a section of the coiling lifted ike 
a Grawhbeidge above ther and the landspeeder moved up a ramp inta 
the center of the bustling factory, but Torles could serce the flicker of 
astonhment behind thase expressionless eyes. “Interesting endpoint,” 
was all he sald ag Biralie lee the landapeeder cnadt be a abop 

“The Cramsooc like to know what's going on arcund them," Binalie 
fake, climbing Gul of his sea as lhe floor swung shut behind them. This 
is Production firea Four, when we're cunantly making speciaiced har- 
vesting &quigment for the marshlands af Caamas. The ground there is 
too interlaned with vinenots for manmal equipement to operate without 
breaking down every other day" 

"oo yiairine inh Chee business of filling midhe markets?" Doran asked. 

“Basically,” Binalie sald, nodding. “There bat enough of that kind of 
Oullivetable marshland in the Republic to justify setting up 2 permanent 
anembey ling to mate the equipment necessary to Farm it. But with the 
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Crarieoc system, we can spend 4 few days or weeks making everthing 
the Caamasl will need for the next year ce two, then retool and meave on 
to other projects.” 

“Are wih ces all thet agit retocling take place?” Donan asked. 

"lt starts at the main control station,” Binalle sald, Palnting toward 2 
found platen riding two meters off the floor between two of the 
assembly linus. The one for this area i awer there.” 

They crossed to the platform, Binalie quiding his quests through the 
mare of conveyers, Transport carts, and human and alien workers. 
Cimbing up the steps, they found themeches beside a long console 
That had ahvags reminded Torles ofa cross betesen an elongated val- 
cand and a wen muddy hilkide, with a segmented waterfall of pale 
green paste oocing patie? and continually slong various sections. 
ofthe slope. In feet al the collecting basin lourged five Cranscec, their 
chitinous cuber shells gleaming in the sunbeams streaming in through 
The sedight three Aoors directly above them. Their long, multi-joanted 
legs taped out symcogabed rhiythios on the ghack grass that covered the 
enire top of the platform, keeping tines to music apparently andy they 
ound hear, “These ane tive of the Cranscce tillers,” Ganalie said, keep- 
ing his waoice low. Whatever they do to that fluid flows will afect nase et 
These machines you can see" 

"They can doall the tooling from here?" Doriana asked 
own adjustments.” Binalie told Aim 
“There are roving Tillers agsigned ta Gach ara for TAal purpote 
Depending on the complesity involved, a ghen production area can be 


“He, e8ch machine needs its 


feiegled in anywhere fram ted be eight hours” 


“Tila 9 Waa, 


“four basic overnight aerations,” Oeviana sald, reocdirey. 
“Very Enerally avennight,” Binge agreed. The Cramsooc wall da minor 
adjustments died ng the daylight hours—that’s why this qroue ig on duty, 





mo caee one of the machines drifts off true and needs to be mcalibrated, 
Bua They onky doa major retaking alter its completely dark outade.” 

“And you don’t know wihyl 

“Franky, we know met ta nothing about the Cranscoc,” Binalic 
admitted. "They breathe congen, their diet is mostly boca yeetables 
and grains, except that it all has to be enriched with extra magnesium 
and codalt, amd They tke to farm and dig and create artistic objects” 

“Fortunately, marshland fan equipment falls. irite thas last category? 

“Fam aquigment 4nd everything else,” Ginalie said. “They seem ta 
lowe using Spaarti to make things,” 

He led them back down to the main floor. “You say this is Production 
Aurea Pour,” Drorla na said. “Hon nary others ore chee 

“We currently hawe becnbyseven operating areas,” Binalie told hirn, 
“Eight of them are larger and mare complex than the one, while the 
others are comparable ora bit smaller,” 

‘Td ike to see one of the larger ones.” 

Binalie’s lips compressed briefly, But he merely modded. “Of course. 
This wary.” 


hey visited taro other lines before Dafiana decided hed seen 
enough. That will do.” he said as Ainalle started to lead them 
On be Te next area. “1s here an office where we can talk more 


Privately? 
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sata Binalie frowned sideways at him. “What is 


there to talk about?" he asked, his voice dark with suspicion, 





“Sirely pou see how Lat Chis technique can’t be dupkcated elsewhere.” 

“A private office, ifyau ploaser Darlana repeated, 

Binalie took a deep breath— “And it may be best if the boy leaves us 
nea,” Doviana added 

inalie’s eyes hardened. Suddenly, It samnmed, he'd had enough of 
being led around by the nose. “| hawe mo secrets from my son, 
Gaorlana,” hee b4y cat, “lf you have aryhing to say 0 Me, you can cay if 
in his presence.” 

Deoriana let he ip twitch, as @ he hades’) fineed the other into pre 
cisely this result. “2 you Ineist,” he calcd. 

Binalie nodded shortly, “In bere.” 

He led the way te a rocen marked “Schematic Platting,” ordered curt 
the human and Qurcs who'd been working on a pair of lange plotting 
boards inde, and keyed the daar dloded Gehind ther. Swinging ore 
of the two chairs around for his visitor, he hile himself up inte a half 
sitteng. hall-leaneng posture against one of the boards. “Let's hear it,” he 
said grutily. 

“les quite imple” Dorian said. siting down. and gazing calmly up at 
the fran now towering aver him “Ag you day, Spaarti Oregons is one ct 
a kincL Since we can't duplicate is, we'll have to use it as be. 

Binalie’s expression didn't even tetich. Cearly, he'd already guessed 
Wailheesne: thvis aehicike wt ws: Qe), “lingeosible,” Ine sand, This 1s the sin- 
gle visble business of an entine sub-minarity species—the Cranscoc— 
and as such comes under Senate Directive 422. Governmental 
Interference with its operation is aricthy and expressly farbidden” 


QORIINO DEWINOED DID. “UOT ONLY 


"Teg perabe limes call for desperate measured.” Doriana coumbered, 
pulling a datacard from an inskie pocket. “Senate Directive 2591, 
authoring Supreme Chancellor Palpatine undimited authority bo com- 
Mmandeer ary resource of group of rescurces he feels mecessary Tor a 
pvwift conclusion of hostilities," 

He held the card aut to Binalie. “Beginning this evening. Spaarti 
Creaqions willbe tuming its complete Gecilities aver tm thie manufacture 
of. a new design of cloning tanks” 

Siena ly, Binalie took the datacard and sid & 
long minute, the only sound in the room was the muted din of the 


ibe hig dagapad, For a 


aigembly line Tear outside the office's randparent canopy 45 he read 
ard reread the directive, “fu can't.de this,” he sald when ber finally tare 
hit eyes away from the text. “Weren't you listening to what I said backin 
fy olhee? fou fake aver Spaeth are itll st bea eatber of time Before 
the Separatists move in.” 

“Bint ane: you have mo choice in the matter.” Doriana sak, leccing 
his voloe harden. “The Senate's directive Is clear, and the Supreme 
Chancellor's decsion has been made. Point twa: there's mo reason for 
Chee Separakisns fo hear anything about this, If we din Suir ab peopedly, 
no one will know that crabes marked farm equipment of tunneling 
gear actually contain cloning cyiriders. As far my presence on here, 
Ive already established the cover story that I'm interwening on Emil 
Kereage’s behalf" 

“Vihat about my workers?” Binalie countered, "Not counting the 
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fwiller, we employ mearchy thirteen thausand humans and aliens here, 
Rou ane you poi To Guacantes thal they a0 keep quae 
“They can't talk about what they don't iow,” Darlana said. "Amd in 
appecaimatey four hours you'll be pull every ane of them olf the 
floor and confining them to their homes.” 
“Oh, | ill, wil FP" Binalie sid sarcastically. “Ad how exactly do you 
ax PRCT me To fustify pari 
Ao justification needed” Deodiana said calimly, "Medical quararitina is 
pequiped by law for an authreak of plyidian fever.” 
Binalie's mouth dropped open a cemimeter. Phvidian fev—T Hit 
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eyes dated to the canopy. What have you done? 
“Calm yourself, Lard Bimalie,” Deeiana seothed, “The ihre humans 
and teed aliens | treated as we passed—* 
“Tou did what Eaealie Soarked, “You deliberately imected then? 
*“Lsald calm yourse® Dorana repeated, putting an edge to his voice, 
“Of courdé | didnt infect anyone. The incubation period for plyridian 
fewer is four weeks. What | did'da is. give them something thar el mirnic 
the disease, creating a convincing set of symptoms. Theyre mat in any 
Ganger, and nen her is anor else. BL io ome will Koy Tha Tor at eas 
those four wees” 
Binalié had the book of someone chewing on a sour mifka. “And 
while they're all in quarangine, youll naturally be offering me a 
caretaker unit?” he growled. 
"It's Chat of clase dinyn The plant entirely,” Darian pointed 
out “The Grinscec, being cold-blooded, are immune from 
Glytidian fewer, so [hey can continue to work, as uual” 
This is completely unconscionable,” Tones spoke wp 


Maa, BUT O Bod OF BREET 


ba 


from the coemer of the room. 

Dorlana had been wondering when the Jaci would say ‘s 
something. lreverently. he wondered if perhaps the ald man 
had domed off and missed same of the conversation 


mel he aed, sviweling to face the old man. 


“Eerie 
This i a gross Vidlalion of every accepted standard of behaviow,” 
Toles insisted, “TD canning and wall neat stand by and be a party bo i" 
“This is war, Master Torles,” Goriana reminded him. “Wat only war, but 
a war ot slirvival WP ie los, Che Repiiblic is Pin ised," 
9. don't care” Tofles said flatly. V can tell you right now the Jedi 


Counedil will not stand by 


ared allow you to berrify the people of Cartan 
with fear of a morecstent plague. 
“Perhaps the Jedi Councl sees things differently than you do," 
Dorian taid, pulling a second datacand (rom his pockel “Here are their 
instructions, ordering you ta cooperate with me and my pecale.” 
He ped hid eyebrows. “Yiu de gill atkreowledge the authority of ihe 
Council, dont your" 
Sdenthy, with the fare complete lack of emthusivem with which Leoed 
Banalie had taken the first datacand, Torles accepted che geecerdl, “Cece,” 
Goriana said briskly, getting to his feet. “Then all that remains bi for you 
Lo pebunn home and prepare for fee of your worker lo duddenty slump 
ower with dizziness and fever.” 
“Ad rau, | dupenode, vill dio Bl the rest?" Binalie said bitterly. 
“Cif course,” Dariana said, “That's why I'm here.” 
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| he first worker began complaining of dizziness at precisely five 
Tranubes ater the predicned tine, Mine minutes after that, as he 
was being examined by the plant medic, he suckderty col 








































eed. fwitching and groaning. The second worker wer more 
Sic, 2nd wins S10 at his Staton tifteen minutes leer when he hit the floor. 
Three minutes after that, Lord Binalie ordered the plant evacuated, 
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h==Gorlana," the stolid foe hovering above Doriama's halee 


pecyéctor greebed him. “You have neers?” 

“The plant is fegzely, Comnmmarder Acéhtor.” Dorana ssid. 
“You may land at your convenience.” 
“Excellent” fashion said approvingly. “And in bess than one day. You 
do admirable work.” 


“Udo ehat the Supreme Chancellor commands,” Goriana said with 
just a Mint of wart Aig. [in Chebe clays oof curred) and quspicien, ft never 
hurt to remind people as to where his boyakies lay. “Mo mone: mo boss.” 
“Of course,” Roshice agreed dally. “Ad die we all.” 

“Hes.” Doriana agreed, glancing cart the office canopy af ihe darkening 


et 


shylight halfway across the room. “It's nearly mighefall, which is when the 
Cranscoc da ail their periqus work How soon can | expect your people 
“The first transpert’s on its way. with the chief techs and operational 
schematics aloaed” Roslton said. “They'll be there in an howe.” 
“Good,” Doriana said. ll make sure the Grinscoc are ready, They've 
already been informed they'll be doing 4 compete retooling tonight” 
‘tue you sure a fwo-thousand-unit contingent vill be eraughi" 
Rashten asked, his forehead wrinkling slightly. “iwe been doing same 
research myself, and it looks tonne like the plant wiually requires aver six 
times that number.” 

SWE he tuipgeded to be & caretaker unit.” Doriana reminded hin. "lt 
wouldn't look right twee completely repopulated the plant.” 

“Yes, Gut— 

“Basidas, ihe majoriny of those thirteen thousand workers are 
invalved with maintenance, shipping, and raw material meaveriert,” 
oflana cug hin of, (8 the Supreme Chancellor decides te extend the 
operation, we can being in personnel ta handle those aspects, For rave, 
let's Oncentrate on our mesionc to create and stockpile the cloning 
cylinders wae mend te create mere Tress.” 
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“Wed, da” Rashban muttered. “tau'll have your schematics inan hen, 
with the pest of the transports following at thirty-minute intervals.” 

“Wl look forward ta seeing them, Commander,” Dariama said, 
“Dorigea out.” 

He broke the connection, bowering ihe holoprajecvor ira hid lap as 
he again looked out of the office. It was an eene fesing, sining alone in 
the middie of such a huge room, Rather like being the last living cell in 
a dead badly, he thaugha. 

Across By the aree's control platform, a small motion caught his eye. 
A Group of Cranscor were WANGEring araund, Their hotteps teeming to 
Sutter 43 they walkecl Still beating out their sient music, he decided, per 
has humming along on audinery wavelengths furans couldn't hear. 
Strange aliens. Strange technology, But apart from that. avery 
Sraaghtforvaed job, Lifting his halogrojectar again, he punched 

ina new code. 
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The eanmection this time took considerably longer ta make, Doriara 
forced hinisell to walt patiently, watching the panes of the distant sky: 
light fading toward black. 
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Aad then, with & guddencdess that somehow ahveys startled him, the 
ghastly hologram image appeancd. “Repo” the headed figure 
ordered quieth. 

“Tha Spaar Creations plant has been cleared, Leed Sedieas.” Doras 
said. “The firs? Republic techs will be landing in an hour, with the nest of 
The fechs, workers, and troops arriving ducing the nighe.* 

"How many troops wil there ber 

Deriana hesitated. Tim not sure” he admitted, bracing himself. Darth 
Sichous didn't Gke it when his peophe didn't haya all the arswers to his 
questions. “Palpatine gewe that part of the planning to Commander 
Rashton, and hes been yer secretive about A contingent) exact 
makeup. tean't be more than 2 thousand chine tropes, possibly as. bene 
aé five hundred, with Rechton 4d 4 few other officers in commend.” 

Ta his rellef, Sidigus merely modded, “Rashioe has anbitians of his 
oan, and thinks he knows how to play the game," he sald combemetu 
Gusly, “Mio mathe, Ewen a thousand moos will notbe a prablern, What 
of the camer and the Jedi?" 

Theyre nat hapey, but they bowed to the inevitable.” Gorana 
aid. “The only problem may come if Torles decides to check with the 
Jedi Cauned directly to confirm the order They wenen't enthusiastic 
abet thet idea in the free place, ad | told you. and if he catches Yoda or 
Windu ata bad mmament, one of them might decide to unilaterally 
heyerse The decision.” 

“Ewen If they 0 daned, all Tories can do at this poing is make roice 
Sidious assured hin, & malicious edge ta his voine “Ma, all & going 
according to plan. Tou have done well.” 

“Thank you, my lord," Garana sald, feeling the warmth of relief and 
pride pickling Chraugh hin. “Ary new ardersr 

"Mae yet. Shdlous sald, "Coertinue as Fou are, and allow the plan ba 
work Heel? que.” He smiled sardonically. “Report again when things 
become inberestireg.” 

“Vvaill. my lord,” Doriana promized. 

The hoaded head nodded, and the image vanished. 

Teking a deep breath, Dorana stood up, sliding the holoprojectar 
Back into its belt pouch. So the chance cube had been thre, and the 
Game was In nuation, The reo nove would be the Republic. 

He paused in the office doorway, listening to the heavy slence and 
Thinking, a3 be always did at moments fke this, about the incredibly thin 
tightrope he had chosen to walk, Palpatine had re idea that hes trussed 
aid and advisor was in fact the agent of a Gark Lord of the Sigh, work 
[eg Oni thee shiedionys fo Gest everthing the Supreme Chancellor stood 
for. If Palpatine ewer discovered the truth... 

He shoot fis head finnly, No, thee would never hepoer Sidtous wes 
boo powerful, and Gorana himeatf too clever, bo ever allow such a use- 
hal elatigerdhip to be ruined. 

He headed across the empty floce, his footstegs echoing from the 
high ceiling. Binalie would be waking“at the plant's main entrance for 
the incoming Aepuble force The honored representative of Supremes 
Chancellor Palpatine should be wating with bien, 


t's not fair,” Corf groused, theceving a small stone bt 4 group of 
flutteries daring among a cluster of flowers at the crest of the 
Ail, “He can bhey just come in and take over libe this?" 

“we're In the middle of a war" Toes reminded him. 


“Evergone has to make sacrifices.” 





fees” Corl said with & sniff, picking up another stone and 
hesawineg tt after the first. 

Torles ached out to the Force, and the stame stopped abruptly in 
midair “l understand that yore angey, Cort," Re epreyed the bay, ke 
ering the stone to the ground. “Hut that's no reason to take & aut on 
innocent Mute.” 

Corf hissed between his taath, “| know," be conceded reluctantly, 


Til bet you Palpatine isn't making any sac 


lock upinta the douches sky. “It's just that—well, look: here comes 
another ane.” 

Tones peered upward. In the distance a black speck had appeared, 
Grapping from pace toward then. “Lack on the Bright side” fe sige 
gested. “Maybe it's a transpart coming to take them all away" 

“teah. Aight” Corf grunted, stooping and picking up another stone. 
Tones watched him warily, Gut the boy merch began fiddling with i. 
*Dad would have said something if they were about te clear aut. Gr at 
least he'd have started smiling again. Bete, is only been a week, and 
that fancy-pants Garana said they'd be here for dour,” 

“thiatter Danans,” Tores corected him automatically. “And you should- 
nt ahways look on the negathve side of things. Considoring the progress 
they're making, they could very well decide to out their time shart" 

“Why would thes? Cor counbenee, “W theyre geting so much done, 
vary quigi= 

That was a good question. Tores hed to admit. Andif he could come 
Lip with aged answer, ha might actually be able to. argue Doriana orto 
precisely that path. 

Think, Jedi, he admonahed hinnell, Alper all, mediation had been his 
primary job for thee past thirty years. Surely, he could come ue with a 
way to hammer a compromise out of this situation. 

And then, siddenty, he had it, Maybe, “Where's your faghee?" he asked. 

Tin the plant,” Corf said, frowning wp at him “evihat is it?" 

“Way be the right lever te ute dn Doria Terles said, peullieg oun his 
comin 

“Mater Dorian.” 

‘stand cormected,” Torkes sald dryly as he keyed im Lord Binalie’s fre 
quency. 

“So whars the plan? Coef asked. “Came or. tell me" 

“What's the possiblity that has ta comoem MMaster Goriana the most? 
Tore) asked rhetorically, “Andever: that the Separatises will find aut 
aout this and mone In to stop tt" 

“Okay” Corf agreed, frowning. “So?” 
| "So all we have to do is convince him that four weeks will be pushing 
his luck” Torkes said, frowning in tum. The comlink seemed to be taking 


| 


40 unu@ually long time to connect. “Because ff the Separatist oo figure 
tout, Spaaetl is lost to him forever. Dooku's poole will blockade Cartaa, 
and that'll be the end of it” 

Corf made a face. “fuck,” 

“fuck, indeed.” Torles agreed. “If, on the other hand. Doriana takes 
This im Sirall Bibes, Sneaking he pedole in for just a lew days 213 tine, he 
may be able to keep the whole process going indefinitely.” 

“fou mean he'd be taking over the plant once ewery month or so?" 
Con athed davbthully, “Boy, | dent think Bad'l go for that” 

"Be will Fit comes to a choke between Goran's annoyance: and 3 
Separatist Mockade,” Toles said, puming the comlink off and then on 


sy 
—. 


\Ai min TTT 









































again, tha skon om they back of his neck start mig ho tingle, Something was 
vers wrong here... 

Re cauaghe his breagh, testing his Frege to look upevard as he dilerithy 
cursed his lack of attention. The black speck they'd seen carlin was 
much cheser, draping boward them fee an impatient asteroid, 

And at this distance, Tories could new sea the ship's all-too distine- 
tee doublewinged silhouette 

"What is that? Corf asked, his voice taht, 

"A Trade Federation £-9999 landing ship,” Tarkes bit cut, jabbing ane 
Last useless tine af his comlink’s contra, 

"Qh, no,” Corf breathed, furnbling at his belt for his own combnk “We 
have to warn Dad 

"We can't.” Toeles told hin, shoving his comlink hack ive ig poh, 
“The ve knocked out the sysbem." 

Then Wwe have ho Gel over Bere” Corl said, tuning Gack toward the 
house. "Come on 

“Wait & minute.” Torles said, catching the boy's arm, hes mind racing. 
By the time they made & back jo the heuse and dewn the tunrrel, ihe 
invasion would be well undersay. What they needed was some way to 
send a message no to the peaple inside, 

SWihat?" Corf demanded. “Come on” 

“Que.” Toles ordered him. “Let me think.” Above them, the 
C-9979 senied into a high hever pestion dinecthy cwer the 
plant, and perhaps twenty tiny craft erupted fram its beading 
wirey, STAPS, he recognined then: rarible fying planicenms 
camying a single berth droid each. They swept autward 
from the lvding shee in ever-increasing soirals, search- 
Ing for defenses or other threats that might interfere 
with a landing or trace deployment. 

And three of then were at this very mate fying oer 
the forbidden stretch of grassland between the Binalle 
etiate and Saaani Greations .... 

fhwas a long shot, he knew. in ewery sense of the word, But 
ik wes all be had. Pulling out his lighteaber, he ignited it and 
locked the activation stud, picking out the STAP that seemed to be 
drifting the closest to where be and Cort were standing. Judging the 
drcid’s speed and digtarce a4 best he could, he atretehed out to the 
Force amd hurled his lightsaber tered ic. 

The draid, 9s attenten on lhe ground aeournd the plant, probably 
never even saw lt coming, The spinning weapon shot across its STAP, 
the beilliamt green blade slicing through the power cell housing just 
above The foodlorks, With a flat dectonic exclamation of surprise, the 
droid and machine dropped out of the sky and thudded to the graund 

The other droids reacted inétantly, teal the STAPs seanging around 
toward their downed comes. motallic haads swiveling back and forth 
26 they searched for the source of the attack. “Pun,” Tarkes ordered Corf 
25 he called phe lightsater back powarnd him, “Back to the house and che 
safe room. Weve done everything we can here” 

“Bul what 2fout Dad?" Cor asked anxigushy, moving a couple of 
reluctant sheps down the hill 

“TH take one of the lendspeeders down the tunnel as soon as you'r 
sale,” Torkes told him, The droids had spomed him now, ard the STARS 
tein blasters were starting to track. Go on—I1l be right behind you." 

Apairof blaster bolts thot past them, uncombortably close. “All right,” 
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Coof seed, finally turing and taking off. “But I'm going with your he 
shouted back over his shoulder. The landsgeeders wan't work without 
sameone fram the farnily in them.” 

The lightaber made it back to Torkes’ hand about half a second before 
the droids finally found the range, But for a Jedi, halla second was more 
than enough. The lightsaber blurred in his. grip, twisging like a hunging 
miakthier aa if imercepted the blaster bolts and sent them bouncing 


back again A pair of volleys later, there were thine ruined STAPS ancl ° 


draids Wing cumpled in the forbidden zone. 

Closing down hls lighgsaber, Torks qlaned and ran, lollorating che beoy 
now Falfway bo the mansion. He'd done all he could to wam those 
insite Clee plane, oye iL was tie 16 poin ther. 

He could only hope he would be there ahead of rhe droids. 


haps you realize just how incredile this 6° Comnmardder 
Reshton commented as he handed the datagad back to the 
tech. “Wied projected that the raw maberials we'd sheckpaled 
would last the full four eeeks. in actual fact, at current produc: 
Rion fates we're going bo have bo resupply after tan.” 
Tm not surprised.” Darana said, “Spaarti Creations already had 
something of @ reputation for doing the impossibhe* 
“E's an incredile resince, Lord Baralig.” Rashi agreed, turing 
toward Ginalie. “You should be very proud 
finalie dein) anaeer, He'd been increadingly dlent lately, Gorana 
had noted, as he watched his belowed manufacturing plant turning out 
rows and rows of chaning tanks. 





Acehton either hadn't noticed of didn't care. don't kw if Master 
Doriana mentioned iL but these are a more advanced model of cloning 
tank than the design they used an Kaming,” the commander went on, 
turning his head dowly as he suneyed the bustling assembly area. 
“That's The mriain prablam with keeping yourselves dolatec: you dont 
keep up with modem technological advances. These should to be able 
iG TUM oun Cees ina tenth of the time the Raminoans needed to do 
the job. We get.a few million of these on-line, and the Separatist can 
kiss their precious drdid armies good-bye” 

He frowned suddenty, “What's gain on with tremi” 

“Who? Dorana asked, following the other's line of sight ta the area‘s 
conbral plantar, The fie Cranscoc on duty were vibrating like a set of 
bad repulsorlifts. their hides flickering with rapid color changes barcath 
Che qranislisternt coakings. 

“famething’s wrong” Binale declared, snapping aut of his sulk, 
Brishing past fochtoc, he sprinbed to the platfonn, taking the stairs twa 
at atime, 

He was leaning over the nearest alien when Goriana and Asshton 
Gaughy upowith hin, Fis eyes narrowed 4 he studied the alien's chang- 
ing color pattern. Up close, Doriana could see that the alperations were 
nioee varied ard subtle than he'd realized. “They're upset about some 
thing,” Binalie muttered. "A vinlation of sere tabo,.. 7 

“tou can read that? Rashton asked. “| didn’t realize they could 

“SOIT Up. Doraina cut han off, Ashton fuer a glare toward hirm— 

“The grassland,” Binalie said abnupely. “Someone or something is on 
the south grassland strip." 


ce 
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"Is nian all Aoshron said, saunding Gagusted, “Probably some stu 
pid kid Fromm the: city.” 

Wo" Earahe insisted, “Everyone in this part of Cartas keds ether, 
It’s ether your people" 

He broke off, looking sharply at Corian. “Or the Separatists,” Doriana 
finished for hin, grbbine for his comink, “Conimander: hull alert” 

“Aidiculous,* Rashton insisted. but he had his comiink out and was 
Tapping at the key, “How could they haye—r 

‘Tm net getting anything,” Doriana said, trying another channel. 
“Commander? 

They've been blocked.” Roshton said, the skepticihm abruptly gone 
from his voice. 

“What co owe der Binalie asked meroushy, locking anoured a5 a he 
expected to see a droid army clawing its way up aut of the drainage 
grilles, 

“We prepare bo mect the enemy,” Roshton said, his voloe icy calm, 
Grawing hit blaster, he aimed it atthe ceiling and tqueezed the trigger. 

Even amid the loud audinery mosaic of factory noises, the distinctive 
size of a stun blast easy out through the moise. Rashbon fired three 
Ae Tires, pau, then Fined Dice. Dorian strained Ais ears. Fron the 
next chamber over, he heard the faint sound of an answering siqmal, 
‘The alerts being passed,” Rashton tae, putling ayway his comlink but 
keeping his blaster in his hand, "Come on—my command center's in 
the next assembly acca” 

A clone treaper lieutenant and the senice masher tech were waiting 
when the three of them arnwed at the command center, the fonrner 
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Sanding sctth to amremion, and the lanier locking alireast comical a3 he 
nersousty shuffled his weight back and forth between his feet. Aeport,” 
Rashion ceded, glancing a1 ihe satus schematic that showed trooo 
disposition 

“One Trade Federation C-9979 currently havering ower the plant,” the 
lleutenant replied, “Apprcomately meenty STAPS running aor Support 
three have crashed to the south. One Trade Federation Lucrhuik-class 
Control core ship has appeared Quer ihe horizon No other yehickes gur- 
rently in detection range.” 

“How bad?” Beralie murmured, 

“Gad engigh,” Roshan ted him. “A single C-9979 con cary eleven 
RTT Large-transport vehicles, with a hundred twelve battle droids 
each, and a hiidred fourteen AAT battle tanks. Plug, the ooo ship up 
there probably has another couple mare C9975 in reser If they 
get impatient” 

Binalie had actually gone pale. “You're saying there could be over 
three thevtand battle droids out there? Aus all those tanks?” 

“Actually, if you add in the AAT crews, we're talking more like five 
thousand draids.” Gaoriana muuruured. 

“Sco fee Thousand drosds,” Binaie Bit aut “And you hawe, what, nine 
hundred men? 

Rodhten trnled tighth. have nine hundred clone troopers,” he cor- 
rected. “There's a big difference. Lieutenant, do we have spotters in 
podition?” 

“All dosars are being watched” the clone irocger confirmed. 
“Whenever they put down, we'll kreow it.” 
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“Borbunaiely, there &ren’t many poesibili- 
fies Roshton maunnainsd, loeking a4 his statis board again, 
“The east and west doom are the only ones with the kind of clearance 
outside That a 0-979 pees." 
“Agreed,” the lieutenant said. “The troops are cunrerthy layering art 
bath of them" 
“What does that mean. layering?” Binalie asked. 


They're forming successive defensive lines from those doors 
invrard,” Reshten told him. “What about the nanh and morthaest 
entrances! We're nos leaving them unprotected, are vei" 

“Wait a minute,” Binalie intenupted agamn. “Defensive lines dasicde the 
plant? You cant fight in hers," 

“Well. we sure can't fight outside.” Anshton pointed aut. “Nat without 
Bit SuppHoet.” 

“Then you're not fighting at all” Ainalle sald lath. “The equipement in 
here is delicate and irreglacesble.” 

Roshton smote, “You'd rather aist tum your plat aver to the 
Separatists?” 

“lh thease ane my anh Geo options, yes” Ginalie said, Ais woide Ky, 
“Maybe you don't understand what this plang moans to Cartao and the 
rest of the sechor—" 

"Justa minute,” the Beunenant cut him off, his heines cocking slighily 
to the side. “They we lifted the comiink blocking. Broadcasting a mes- 
sage on all puble channels.” 

Rashton already had his comollnit cut. "“—ublic forces” a typically olly 
Heimoidian voice came from the speaker. “You are sumounded and out- 
fumbered, Surender, ar ire vill Ge forced to destroy vou 
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“Tve heard that before.” Rashton countered, giving a set of hand sig- 
Aas fo the iewtenant. The other nedded ane turned away, aid Doriaena 
could oar the faint sound of his voles through his helmet as he gave 
rapid orders. But |) humer you. Wheat do you went?" 

“We wank Spaamti Creations,” the Neimeoidian said, “You will all step 
outside the west door and lay down your weapons" 

Aoehton switched off the combink. Wiest door” he tok the lieutenant 

“Confirmed,” the other replied. “The 09979 is setting dean in the 
Cleared ares between the forest and the plant We're shifting troops be 
regpord” 

Aoshton nodded “Let's oo." 

Binalie caught hee anmas he started to awe. “Comenanies, | weary bet 
you fight inimy plant.” he warned. “if inecessary, Ml open the doors to 
then myself" 

“Vu de and you'll be executed for treason,” Aeshten geesled, shak 
ing off his hand. 

Binge purmed te Doria na, his face teisted with frustration Deriana 

‘Lord Binalie is ight, Commander,” Doriana said. Spaani Creations is 
tod valuable to risk damaging it.” 

Roshten turned farious eyesg on Alim— "But at the same time, Lord 
Binalie, Commander Aoshton cannot simply let his civilians Fall into 
eneny hands.” Dorian went on. “ln atraid | doen't see a clear angwer 
here.” 

Binghe's fies compresied inte 4 than, bloc less line, “Vihar if | take the 
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bechs through the tunmel to my house?* he suggestecl “Can you hald 
the draids off—aupkte—ong enough for ne to get then all clear?” 

"We can tn.” Aoshton said, studying his face a moment and then 
burning bo the sender tech, “Get your peogle te Aaembly Ares Four for 
qvacuation. Lieutenant, bet's oa." 

The fea of them headed across the floor toward the west door ata 
fast rum Dorana waited long encugh to make gure Binalie and the sen- 
jor tech were indeed making for Arca Four, then sot off after the saldiars. 

owed, afterall onky proger that he should at east stay long enough 
ta wateh such brave soldiers begin their last battle, 
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The “west door” was in fact more like a major vehicle hangar then a 
simple desmvay, consisting of a lange transfer room behind a pair of 
Hiding doors big enough te handle anything a modem manufacturing 
lant ould ener need. Doriana reached the transfer roam bo find Uhat 
the huge doors had been opened a cack, with Rashton ane phe lieu 
tenant peering through the gap. Thraughout the transher race hun- 
dreds of whitt-arnrared clone (roopers were mowing punposehully 
aroured, settling into positions near the doors and behind same of the 
Reavy crabe-moving vehicles packed along the walls, ar Setting up a 
osmicircks of tipod-mounted laser canmon om the floor a dozen 
meters back from the doors. “what's happening? he asked as he 
cressed to Foshan. 

They we landed.” ashton said, sounding distracted as he 
peered out ihe crack He had donned 4 clone Pooper eorn- 
link headset, Dorlana noted: probably listening to a run 
ning status commentary from the rest of his. offipers. 
“Boing their lithe sersoe scans to make sure the ground 
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is clear of mines.” 

“Whats the pant” Dorian asked, taking 2 Cautigis peek 
between the doors. Bven set firmiby on the ground, the Lame- 
ng hip loomed ayer them like an anges metal stan claw, 

“We stop them, of course,” Aoshton sald shoeth. “At the very 
east, we make them pay dearly for every square centimeter.” 

“hal are you Lalkiney about?” Doriana asked) drowning. Were: pau 
istening back there? You can’t fight in here.” 


TTT 


Reshion swviveled his head to keok at bien. “TD thought you just seid 
that to get Binalie off our backs.” 
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“Absobutely mot.” Bariana saicl “My position was exactly as stated. 
We cae’) allow the techs 00 fall inte Separacisc hands—they Grew too 
much about our technology, fut neither can we allow the plant to be 


damaged” 
"So what you're saying is that | should mew out into the aponi 
Aeehton demanded bluntly. “That | should stand there and watch my 
Troops gen slaughtered jist te buy Binale tire to eae the peck? 
“Tm sorry,” Gariana said in alow, sincere voice. “| know that puts you 
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in an impaessible peditan Burt ln afraid we have ne chine” 
"We blasted well do have a chalce,” Aoghtom snapped, “Ard if you 
think—" He paused. “what? AM right, put him on" 
“Wihar is i” Doriana asked 
“Your Jedi's amived, alorey with Binalie’s son,” Boshtam said briny. 
“Master Tarkes? Yes. this is Roshton.* 
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For perhaos half aominute ber Estened, his forehead wrinkled in conm- 
ceniratian, Then, sunriingly, he smiled. “Understood,” he said. “We'll 
give it a try. Lieutenant? 

“Tm anit, ar." the chane trooper said. 

Reshien turmed Back to Doriana. “Maybe we do have @ choice” he 
said. “Defense line, comfigure for inverse hailspanmy target om my cor 
enarkd, And get these doors apen.” 

Wiha ponderous rumble, the heavy doo began to slide slowly be 
The Sides. “Time boopet to cover, Doriana,” Boshton sald, gesturing to the 
sklq, “This wary,” 

A few seconds later they were crouched behind a large cargo 
truck parked along the side wall. “What's going an?” Doriana asined, 
trying ta keep Ais sudden misgivings aur ef his voice, This was sud- 
denly net going the way he'd planned. “Won't this open us up toa 
full-scale assault?" 

“ht might,” Ashton agreed. “Or it might bet us come up with a ditfer 
ent ending hor thes gare.” 

That sounded distinctly omincas, "Is this what the Jedi said 1 da 
Deciana probed carefully. 

“MiG, Thi pam wad Pry idea,” Roshton said. “Wacter Tarles simply 
reminded me of another of our cojectives.” He caned his nock. “There 
They go.* 

Doriana eased an eye around the sruck’s push plate. Qurside, the 
9979's heavy clamdhell deployment doors were swinging open, the 
foot amp starting 1 side down toward the ground, is the relative 
darkness behind the doors, he could see the dighsly bulbous nase ane 
aster cannon of a MTT armoced droid transgoct waiting iin the kand- 
ing pedestal. “Stand by,” Rashtan ordered calmly. “Target is starboard 
lager capeciten.” 

Daorlana frowred: bur before he could ask, the MTT gave @ brief 
smart of cooling system ground wents and began to slide forward 
toward the rane. 

“Fire,” Rashton said calmly, 

And with 4 thunder of weaponry that echoed desleningly through 
the huge rocm, the clone troopers opened Tire 

Darian squinted into the glare as the hundreds of energy 
weapons focused their fury on the thick armen behind the MTs ledt- 
matt blaster cannon ball turret, wincing at the noise and tha waves 
af hear that rolled aver him, The MTs armar was incredibly thick, he 
knew, but the transpart’s designers could never have anticipabed a 
djtuation where 2a much finspower wauld be focused on such a small 
fpeat. Thee suin-Bright glare arcund the power capacitor began be dif- 
fuse outward as the casehardened metal alloy vaporized into guper- 
heated pladma— 

And barely tao seconds into the assault, the Republic weapons 
bummed thraugh the armar to the high-energy capacitor behined It. 

The antire left front of the MOT vanished in a gigantic firepall that 
eerithed its way upward to billow across the Wading edge of the 
C7 o's Corvand wing. A series of smaller blasts erupted fram behind 
the first as secondary systems wen up in a chain reaction, A few sec 
Ones later, with an earalitting scream, the repulsorlifts disintegrated, 
and the blackened shell that had ence been a fully loaded MTT col- 
ped ont the ramp. 

Completely blocking the veheckes wasting behind it. 

“That's it!” Roshton shouted over the pandemonium, a savage grin 
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oft is face, “All units withedray!” He grabbed Dorana's ann. “Come 
on, Goriana” 

They didn't stop cunning until they were teva assembly anees into 
the plant and the meise ouiside had faded to a dull moa, “Okever," 
Dorisna said, breathing hard as Boshtoan slowed them dawn ta a fast 
jexp “You black the exit ramp, and they're stymied unta they can clear 
out the wreckage. But what cocacthy did it gain you! 

“Options, of cours,” Roshton told him, glancing back ower his 
shoulder, Dorlana looted, too, to 500 the clone troopers following in an 
orderly retreat. “Before we oid that, there wauild have been no way ta 
retreat withous bringing the bate tite thee plant, which you had for- 
bidden us to do, ve would have had to stand and dia.” 

He gestured ahead af them wilh his blader. Tow, we should have 
tle to get through that hurne of Binalie’s ard geo te geoured," 

Cociana fet his lip taist. Wine hundred clone troopers, ready and 
waiting Ta Naraks the Separarist any. This wi ot hen i was sup. 
posed to have gone. “So what exactly did Tarles tell you? 

floshten threw heen a mile, “You'll see. Come on, ane ave jour 
breath for running.” 


hey stood on the hill at the edge of the Binalie estate: 
Torles, Sinai himself, Gorlana, and Commander Roshicn, 
the lather mony disguised in civilian clothing. “So that’s it, is 
it?” Binalie¢ asioed. 

“Far naw, yes,” Torkes told him, gazing across the grassy strip that lay 
beneveen tham ad Spageti Creations a5 the pines and yellows of Surdet 
began to fade from the western sky. 

And the shadows fron the snokdering hulk of half a dazen AAT 
battle tanks stratched across the forbidden grassland. “Wy compli 
ments to pour gunners,” he added 

“ho wasn't haed.” Rashton said grimly. “Standard Trade Federation 
attack procedure always includes throwing a cordon around the tanger 
Bone, All we had too wad 260 ourambush and make sure ve drapped 
the ones in the place that would Indtate the Cranscme the most." 

“Yes” Torkes murmured, feeling @ tainge of quilt tt had been his 
idea, and if had been necessary, But be sail didnt much Gke ihe face 
that he'd deliberstely caused distress and discomfort ta senthent 
beings. Especially sentient beings who had nothing to da with the 
chaos naw swirling around them. 

*] fist hese it works” Dorane munnured. 

“Twill,” Toles assured him. “The tellers arent even going to be able 
to relax until those hulks ane removed, let alone retocd the plant for 
anything the Separates wart to Budd in there.” 

Aoshton geunted “Let's hope they don't figure it out until our reine 
Rencermerits gen here,” he saicl “Then we'll tee how good they are.” 

“AS long a5 you dant Gestoy the plant in the peotess,” Ginalie 
yearned, mF 

SWE] Go what we can,” Reshien premised. “But thats up to the 
Senaratists maw.” 


Tarles felt his throat tighten, the fading light in the sky mirroring his 
own daraening mond. Bocause even if Spaaeti survived, the thirey hed 
feared for so long hed already happenecl 

The war had come to Carta. hi 


To Be Continued... 
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= This paet February marked the 100° annual International Toy Fair in here York City. where Hasbro 

— F ar ‘ eye ; : ; 

. hs, Lnvellad much of its 2006 line, Since ihe Tey Fae event if closed to ihe public. we hele a special 
- 8 event on March 12 for key collector magazines and websites. Presented at cur Rihcele Island 












offices, this event qave us a fantastic opportunity to speak face-to-face with a few af aur mast ; 
Gedicated fans and to answer a slow of questions, the most popular of whach appear below, v4 













along with Chee ansevers., 


The event abo Slowed us to 
dhowcase a few ipems that we had 















first time anywhere is the 
Unieathed Boda Fett, battling 
bo eecapee thee clinches of the oie 
Serlacc from Retamofibe edt 

The really bey res for Spar Mors inwohees 
the next chapter in the saga—the Clane 
Wis, The Battle of Geoanodi marked 
thee start of the condlict, but belies 


not reveabed at Toy Fair, a thank-you for 
the folke whe traveled to 
Rhode Island. Brcause j 
20035 15 tt a movie 
release year, our facus 













retin to giving callec- 
tors everything they wart; deal, 





Master Yoda—the war has ony just ' 
begun. Bridging the gap behveen 

Episode Wl and til, Cfome Wars see the Jodi 

, Siniggling bo protect the Republic fram the aggressions of Count 
Dooku and the Separatists, This epic event urdokds on many 







authenticity, enhanoed articula 
tion, and loads of tertiary 
characters, Throughout the 






















year, Hasbre will introduce more 
than fony now basic figures, featuring char levels. and through many diferent mediums, including novels, 
acters such as a new Return of fhe Jedi Luke comic books, video qarnres, and even a new series of animated 
Skywalker, Jedi Madter Colernan Trebor, shorts on the Cartoon Network. 

Techno Union Foreman Wat Tambear, anc Hasbro top will contrite to the evens with newistically styled, 
net one but two of the long-requested highly detailed action Figures and vehicles. Gaming iin the fall of 


Imperial dignitaries, 2009, Hasbro's Chane Vor toy Ene will feature familiar heroes [ioe 
Hasheos new Scene Packs debut inthe fall 9} Yoda and Anakin, a5 well as new characters such as the boweaty 
of 2008 with two distiner werkons of both the | hunter Burge and the mysterious sAsajj Ventress. The 


Jedi Council Chamber and the Geanosian War look and design of ihe characters capture & galaxy at 
Chamber fron Episode IL Each set vill feature war, with gear and articulation that are ready for barthe, 
three exclusive figures tat last fwe of which Chore Wire vill alse feature maisiee battles betaeen the 
Republic's clane army and the Separations bathe clngads, 
Te hele you Budd your own forces, Hasbeo infraduce: a 
new assonment of Multipacks this fall, featuring thee 
packs of croids, clane troopers, and Jedi, 
4nd what would a Star Wart bale be 
without vehicles? Hasbro Is developing a 
new line of yehecles introduced in Attack of 
the Clones, including the Hailfire Droid, 
Géanasian Fighter, and the Aepublic 


have never been offered before in 3-34" 















scale) and enviroment Pieces to help 
Petre le the scene, 

Hasbro also plans to continise 
wilh other pooular collector assort 
mengs seh as 12-inch figures, Acton 
Fleet wehicles, and the emerging 
Unleashed figures Introduced in 
2002, the Unkeashed figures are 
mare like Yatueties than 
articulated action figures, 
Hegbrta'd Unkeadhed fine continuces 
through 2005 with [CLOCKAT DE Fete 
LEFT] Sieve Leia, Obi-Wan Gengbi, 


Bobo faett's Sorkoce Pecope, orth 
Sidcus, and luke Skywolker, 


artistic interpretations 
ofa character's essence, 
Revealed there for the 
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TOY TALK 


Pim having 2 hard time finding new figures ab my 


wit wank get one for 
he), Contrang bo papular belie, Hasbro does mot 
vend toys dinecthr to individual stores. 

Here's how Aowvorks: Vite presiciit our product lire 1 
cur retail partners, and they decide which enn 1 


























bunge (UPPER MIGHT) joie anokie, 
bbi-won, aed Yodo in the thane 
wars 2 hia" Tague lineup. 


Gurihip. Perhaps the 

coolest of the Chane Wears wetilches isome intra ae 
duced in the Hasbro toy lime. Frustrated by alt 4 ve seen that the new Moth Han Solo figure 
the mitarions of the stamdarcdissue Jedi i bi comes in two different styles, ome with a blue 
starfighter, Anakin overhauls one into his own - te coatand one witha brown coat. Which ls correct? 
Specialized craft wah menaced ipeed and F th Actually, they bath are. Hasbeo w i 
firepower, Anakin’; starfighter will jain the , : ‘ Lucasfiin 1 
line toward the end of the year. : — | aumhenalcity 2 

Benwees the Clore War mers Vat digcenattied tha 4 i 7 
and the movie-authentic line, 2003 : mi Elie ivicrete wee, Whe doa appears blue, 
is shaping up to be an exciting year oceans al Scores, hearevever, andl in mast of the static 
for Sear Witars Faris, Me fred, and reference photography, the coat is beown. Since the 


Seoncian Fighter nal Renner figure featured a blue cost, a lot of 
ore juat three of fi E 
tha vakides coming us who gree up wih that toy are permanently 


in SDE. biased toward the boos version. Since a case could 


For mare infomation obaur cay af 


Adeonbero's ents of Sear Wars pronurcts, : 
vind shanwershenhre cov, ; be made for enher, we decided to make bath and let 
you chiese 
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How dots Haske select the candidates for the Fans 

Chesca Polk? De the find really choope whe wins 
Chios Polls to gine 

pe feos of the candidabes 

4 4 fans have requested through 

either Interree p of in-person aboconventions. 

Afew others have been personal favontes of peogke 

on ihe team. and the polls helped us see whether 

fans really wanted that character also. And yes, 





: " unquestionably, fares do choose who wins. We had 
[ABC?| Clése §respeni and [oElo#] botthe decide woch ator ia : ‘ 5 
in their own thrae-pock. [RIGHT] The ARC Trooper. D q som technical resus with the first ten polls, inc hid 


‘- 


we-aod ik bo teybeoiipois.com or serdik ba Sher Wore Insiter, T3d0 iid" Ploce SE, Soite (id. Bellevue, A 
) FOOF. erthe: Tay fen, 


a Toa peti ete BoE 3 


f Cen Captain firtilkes and 
General Godonna: Cloaly, dans wanted to sem bath 


made, 20 wat are hh 4 16 ie anil ar 
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| CLONE TROOPERS OF EPISODE II 





Ob- Wan Kemobi's tour of Tipoca City intro 
duced him to the massive clone anny created 
fram genetic material provided by the benunty 
hunter Jango Pett. Mystery surrounded the cre- 


align of the clone troopers when Kaminaan Prime 
Minister Lama ‘Su informed Obi-Wan that the anny 
wei Onginally comniiaeoned ten pears earlier by 
Jedi Waster Sifte Deas, “Clones can think creatively,” 
the Prime Mineter assured the Jedi Knight “You'll 
find that they are inurensely superion te dreds, 
fou'll find they are totally obedient, taking any 


cecer veith cet questige,” 


The computer-gemernted troopers of Arteck of the Clones were much Ge the clones of Kamine, although 
uitimateh—and much to the animator surprise—not always as obedient as the clanes they portrayed. 


DADDY'S BOYS 
Jango Fen may hawt been Their gerctic father, 
but touunderstand the clones, we started our 
analysis of Their movements by stucking their 
caigins in the classk: Sar Wars trilogy, A cone 
dant challenge of working on the prequels is 
animating characters that have already been 
established in previous films that acour 
chrondiogically lancer in the shornvy. By examin 
ing every shat of the stormbroopers fran A 
few Hone, The Brice Spritked eck and Return 
of the Jed) we had a good undarstanding of 
how the dones 2600, marched, and fought. 
"Like anything in visual elec, you need 
to study reference instead of just making 


ASSUMPTIONS.” Says Moin -capbure superei- 
sor heff Light. Since the firs; shot of the clare 
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troopers inArack of the Clones wars of them marching. we wanted to 
ensure that we helped build that thematic bridge between Episode Il 
and Eplseda I¥—their actions had to be just right, “Surprisingly, 
there was really only one shot in A Weer Hope that had a clear 
shat of the stermtroopers marching.” says Light 
“tt revealed that they kept their eft hands Gown at 
Theit sides by thei Blasters while they marched." 
That original shot of the starmircapers striding 
through the halhevay ofthe Death Sarees shown to George 
Lucasta make suneqhar this was whan he wanted for his. clones 
in the new mows. “He appeowed it but asked us bo shylize the 
frectenn a bin” gaye Light, “He waerted bo make dure that wher 
we first see the clones that they have a very regimented appearance. 
Fran a Rechinacal point of views. we knew thet (here were no clone 
Tooper costumes constructed for the firn—every clone in the film 
would be computer generated. The digital model built by Broce 
Helcomb vould haste po odd up im sustained chose ups, Since ihe 


wre reece orto eerie ert soi: 








dones were human, it wad an easy decision to 
handle their mayemengs threaugh the exten- 
Shwe uie of motion capture 


AREN'T YoU A 

LITTLE SHORT FOR 

A CLONE TROOPER? 

Finding the right peaple at ILM to perfor 
the clones" actions tured aut to be an inber- 
esing undertaking. “The actions that we were 
gaing ta need fram the performers involved 
Tartial arts,” says Light, “so the logical choice 
would have beer to find actors with martial 
ans training. The problem is that often, 4 per- 
S00 with this background will give you the 
micact routine that they had learned im their 
iraining, instead of improvising what i was 
like to be a Jedi or a clone trooper” 

In the auditions, Light asked the valunbeers 
fo recreate Obi-Wan: situation from The 
Phantom fiance of maining up to an invisible 
force field and then stopping at the last instant 





cae 


 ollen eapeura ee roca Series ihe 
- pAOeeR Io collecting the movements of a 
human or animal, An actor wearing a spe 
ally designed sub, usually blue with a rum 
ber of small balls attached tw & performs 
surrounded by cameras. The cameras “ee” 
the balls, and through same pretty amazing 
software calculations, the vidual effects team 
can track the movement of many of the bod- 

| bes! Joints themiagh that-iece. An actorjumps 
| on thes stage, andl the data is used to make a 

| digital clane toper jum exactly the sama 

way inside a computer-generated soens. 


Ta 





To keep fram being fried, he also ade them ta 
make a stealthy walk throiagh the room as iF 
They were qoing to be fired upon ar any 
moment, and finally he qa ther an opportu- 
fety to demonstrabe any martial ans moves 
that they wanted te. The range of actions that 
they were asked to perform gave us an ides of 

















the actor's sbilty to take direction, rove like 
the character, and show their agility ard 
unique skill set," says Light, “Personally, | was 
mesily interevied to see how well the acer 
tock direcion, because | knew that George 
alway) had something wey specific im mind 
and char ve wecnild be trying to obtain.a partic: 
ular timing and atthude for the character.” 


SEND IN THE CLONES 
Directing motion capture is a combination of 
three already-challenying tasks: directing an 
acter for film, directing an animator, and 
directing a puppeteer. You are asking same- 
one to perform specific actions that ane timed 
with @ stopevatch. In your mind, you must 
imagine what this perfoemance will look like 
when it's apolied to the comeguterernersted 
enaracter in the eobext of the scone, Much 
ike working ona blue-scneen rage, the actor 
has precious litte to react to. Light recalls 
supervising the chine pexformances: “They 
Must imagine that they ae on a baatlefield 
with explosions going off left and right, ar 
that they are part of an inmense army. Often 
we Will Rave others onstage with them that 
are mat being [metion-captured), just so they 
hae someone to react to" 

The aninaics team at Skrealeer Ranch 
worked closely with Lucas to eorstruct the 
vat Choe Wier sequences for thi film. Sime 
no live-action scenes of clones running oF 
lighting exited from the Sydney, Australia 
shoos, all of the clone work had to be created 
with computer “stand-in” models. Lucas 
mined and approved each af the animatic 
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Animation lead Paul Kavanagh supervised the shots 
invwhichichine tno eene riding in or jumpers out 
OF franaports in the clone battle, Ge particular shot 
wien fhe chores first arrive in the arena inched a 
number of chanes |umpang oot, ready for bathe. After 
shudying ther animatics, Ragen aed ot Ligh 
knives Dey requained scene tally specie actions irom 
gach chanaches. Kavanagh for that 1 Lighe would pun 
On The mocap salt and be all of che clones im che 
Trnkport, ho could get ward he needed, “Being rhe 
Pears Chan fan,” cliches Ligghyt, “| apnea” 

The Ricky pat of the mokan-capbune shot was 
fememirering ach action and tt placement since 
the shots waukl eventually be all layered together, 
and they didn’t want the clones Toum@ing Into 
themecives.” The other importact aspect to the 
shot was the qanvty imposed on the clones as their 
ship came in for a landing. Ta get the action right, 
they imagined wehat i feeds lies bo staed con a bus 
that’s coming to 2 stop. The loaning and shetting of 
woight helped se8 chat acten, “Paul dincied che 
actions.” nepoms Light, “bait | wack vill corse 
That play acting The landing might rot kok right. A 
fra days later, Paul shereved nee the sheot, anel ye 
bonh coulda) belive Rey wae i all care bospether 
fs cee af i linvarile seats in Che movie” 


versions (had formed the blueprint fer the final 
anemation Deck ions a Tee ATi 
the clone tracer acti ere assembled iin 
Chee rongh conputergenerated scenes, 
Once at ILM, each shot im the amimatic was 
tal achiond were required. 

cmowement for cone 


Toohey ins Efe Miers diuik 


“pena” shat ather times the assignment was ba 
fill up the frame with a general type of behae 
ide—like clones running. 


A hero shot of a clone trooper backing up. 
tiring h ster, arid si on th a 


Jedi gunship wauld meed careful planning 


ference in the height of the actor fram the 
: f the com puter-generaied charachker 
since they would have to be scaled up or 

down depending on the disgarity. 
erp needed tr be 


simm@ar, an extensive list of variations on an 
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action would be compiled. Sometimes the 
team might spend an entire day having tech- 
Hical arernation superdsor James Tooky, wih 
performed the battle droid, just firing while 
walking, jogging. running, or aiming at ships 
that wore whizzing by, landing, of taking off, 
To synchronize these motions ith the other 
digetal elements, admit Light, “You needed 4 
caloulatar to work aut the mathematical com- 
bination sometimes” 


CLONING THE DATA 
A CGenn Micenceptien about motian 
capture is that, after yau get the data, there 
is 6 straaghiforward mapping from actor to 
Com putergenerated chance, The process of 
“fitting the data” ta tha character can be labo 
rigid and requires 6 generous amount of cre- 
athe interpretaiion or reanimation. The moion 
capture crew tock the “cloud of paints"—dats 
Roating in space that represent ihe positions of 
the actors’ jalnts—and converted them Into a 
computergenerated model. This allows them 
ip miowe the character miih as 4 puppeteer 
Mmowes a manionetie’s am. 

Or Alnoch eet pie Oley, Ca nee Sertiss— 
Mel Lim Sang, David Weatherly and 
Kevin Wooley—vworked to fit the data 
to the computerpenerated charac- 
tars, Rot only did they have to deal 
with mismatching af proportions, 
but also they trequenily had bo turn 
actions inta cycles, blend them 
between multiolé takes, 4nd create 
transigions to link diferent pieces 
of animation. 


oh SS) La a eas ae Go 


The motion data can also be converted into eyeles—actlons 
that repeat themselves—by using software Light designed to 
beopolate the raw cata ta reales rea ee se 


Tha shes in which clones lined Up To get 
their helmets from a rewalving conveyor belt 
required many different pieces of motion 
capi: walking wp amd svaiting tin lire fren 
different directions, inching forward im line. 
pecking upa hetnes and walking away, dinect- 
ing the flow of traffic, conwersing, and so on. 
Thre Teolion-Capiure bean creabed variations 
far each of thease actans so that they didn't 
legk rubber-stamped. Sure, these soldiers 
ware clones, Gut ve did't want the audience 
to sense that we were just using the sume 
actions over and over Agart Inorn all the cher 
challenges, just the logistics of matching 
actions and documenting which perform- 


ances fit into which ochers book real 
organization. 

After all of the pieces of a sequence 
Were Peng, They went bo one of phe 
animation leads to incorporate it into 
The final scene, Lead animator Syhves 
Wang dealt wih most of the clone 
trooper moces perfonmances; her job was lio 
WORE) OF 7 EOF TPROLS Booey pele “After 
the [matian-capture] sesshons.” she says, Wie 
lacked ot the takes and picked the anes to be 
printed, The dita was Chearved and cornwerted 
to Softimage files by the mocap department.” 

Allat the prepped miotign files were care- 
fully catalogued In a database that all of the 
4rtists could access. Once.s selection was cho- 
sen har a shor, it was Woerg's decision wheter 
required animation on tap of th motion 
capluire AL the very lease all of the clones 
needed finger animation, singe the motion 
capture setup tracked the hand with only one 
marker, Aroriator Vaia Rayer adds, “Some of 
the clone troopers required mone keyframe 
animation than others: twas a matter of keep- 
ing the motion captured characters alive by 


faking Them look like ey were truly 
apart of their environment” Even the 





best planning on the motion capture 
slage coulda’ handle every sauation for the 
clones, 30 animation was used to change 
samething a4 simple as the direction a clone 
was looking. Anamation alsa handled the 
much more extreme stunt actions that would 
Rave beer impossible for sorneane in a 
Motion-capture suit to perform 


CLONE TOGETHER 

The main challenge of working with the clones 
was Dre vast queen ber of them in the majanty of 
the shots. Carchul direction iin the motion cap: 
ture sessions ensured that the actions would 
logk right, but the plement af the troops 
would fall tothe technical directors. Using cho 






~ action. Maya isa complece 3D animation package used | Fue 
eae ear al nee ee yt see era 





aoe 


" Eethinege is a tmedefing, animetion, and lighting: salwar’ 
Package that keeps track of the three-dimensicnal ee 


oro re 


reography mules written in Maya, the technical 
directors could contral the dinacthan, snaed, 
number, and cycle type for each of the digital 
domes. They alsa added In the pamicie effects 
That would be triggered by the mocap— 
blaster fing, dust, ared fooiprinds, Working with 
ihe compositing team, they were able to accu 

hiteh oemnerare Herds benyveen the lve-action 
elements and the dighal clone animation. 

The tome trodpers required a huge team 
effort fram all of the depammenns at ILM Even 
with the thorough planning some shots. 
proved GMikul, One particular shot of Pade 
talking ta a clone trooper, aRer they hawe fallen 
Out ante the Geoncaian sand dures. sums up 
the experience well, “Ewen though we had mul- 
tiple mocap sessions. we couldn’, time the 
fod Selly fo maeeh her pedormance with 


the specie action and timing George hed in 
rind,” admits Syivia Wang, “| enced up takine 
twp separate perormances and blended them 
hogether. | reanimated parts of it to hit the 
marks thar Gearge wanted, | shifted qesnures 
from one part of the mocap to the other and 
ached Quid steps ene i Che oragical rreocag 
the actor was standing stil. in the end, the 
problen of perspective and scale remained” 

Computer animation can be frustrating 
busines: when the motion data doesnt 
always behave the way you vhink @ should, 
and a clone might seem to hawe a mind of his 
own sometimes. Eventually, however, by 
pushing and pulling the data through 
mation capture and animation—and ulti: 
mately by cheating the scale—a digital clone 
Intereened with a live aenness. hb! 
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JELWHR. HANDOONE—Despite last-hour meqotiations spearheaded 
by the Alderaanian Diplomatic Gongs, Republic officials hawe desc ribesd 
4 waron Jaber as Tneviteble.” A sparsely inhabited planet in the 
meaghbanng Hancoaine syviem has become a Aepublic staging area 
for a military engagemens likely ta stam within the standard mceth, 

We hawe atbempbed a diglomatic solution, but the nateres of Jabion 
do not soem open to peaceful altematives,” Wee Chair Mas Amedda 
said during an abbreviated Senate session this morming ‘Oning insucs of 
fecurily, Amecdia refused hurler com 
ment on what he described a: a “siill- 
uid situation” Supreme Chancellor 
Falpmine was urawailibke for comninrent, 

Jabiim hes become a political and mili- 
Lafy hoisgel dine the majécity qavenn- 
ment chose to side with the Separaists, 
Jabiimite Sookesbeing Alto Stratus has 
rebutted enbeacies fron the Republic gov 
ermment, Gespete a vocal loyalist contin- 
gent in the Jabien Congress. 

“The Republic is net to be trusted)” said 
Stratus, repeating: his often-beard fheboric in 
the Caucus Chambers, “They make penises 





about pescelul resolutions, but onky once their amy is amassed a short hyper- 
Space jUME any. We can Feel the weight of those soldiers and their weapons 
behind every creaky promise the Republic chooses to insult us with" 
Repubin: intaligence reports reweal thal Separates have been supplying 
the Jabiim ruling goverment vith prorviskons, weapons, and onedits bo destroy 
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the yvoral feyaieis. Republic initigiives have 
focused on the osctradcition of thio ioegcikests aired the 
mineral resources that many of them oan. 

“Wie canrog fen ghee assens fall ant the hams 
of the enemy,” said Senator Orm Free Taa 
(Ryn, “Mratius, this slyver-ftongued bokwan- 
faworibe, would have us belie it's the all of his 
people to secede, but he's being played by ihe 
Se panSS To Grab mone pee bo baad pheeir forces, 
Jabim has made its choice, but its a wrong 
chake, ans ee wall Soa. naling bo correct i." 

The Jaiim campalgn wall not be oasy, for the 
world i¢ perpetually deluged by storms that will 
COM picate any sinace-hased initiatives, Thee 
wold experiences bess than five days per stan- 
Card pear withaul precipitation, ard ihe rrodcdly 
suinfaoes are unstable and constantly shifting. 

Viability for infantry units would be hampered, 
Se Air Sa peACeT i Peep epee ieee a Te ele i 
cally changed atmospheric disturbances. 

“A war on Jabiin would bea dirty ear in which 
our fore would have te battle with the ele 
menis as well as the droid armies of the 
Comedermcy,” Senater Bail Oegana [Alderaan 
told repoeters. “There will be Regublic casualties, 
Fr alraid, arid it is my ferent hope What such a 
costh campaign can be avolded.* 

On Handooineg, the amassed fighting forces 
wadl patient For the 
order to strike. With 
the arrival of (he Qanrarmince ared its beep, an 
entire cones awalts deployment to Jablim 
Given the nkaipitable climate, much of the 
vehicular suppor of the Jablin indiathee con 
sits of walker vehicles. Hundreds of AT-XTs, 
AT-TES. and AT-AT walkers are eine) carelulhy 
prepared and maintained for deployment at a 
MmorTienl's. notice. 

The Jedi Qauncil has not announced which 





generals will be assigned to the campaign. 
Fi 
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KUati-llelmoidian 
rms Hate escalates 


Leas than dix 
and Kugt, Forecasters predict that a decis 
puch te end the war would result in a heated 
bartile f en the bad SRhip-praducing sy5- 
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Republic Stifles flon-Military Cloning Research 


SCANT MOQE—The fepuilic Senate padded Becre 48] yesterday, whach effec 


¥opronitets all monemilitary cloning acthity throughout its 


fo maintain military and Eo p 


anather 2 ple of Republic bu ¥ trampling the freee itizeriry, Full Star; 
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with the galaxy’s different factions. 


HERO BUILDING 


Hero's Guide apens mew avenues for virbually 
any character, providing mons than SO new 
feats available te all, A gunman fanieus for 
his quick-ivawing skills could 
Blastersiinger to gain an edge at the begin- 


choose 


r 


illustration bp Scott Fiiher 
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THE STAR WARS ROLEPLAYING ( 
OFFERS NEW OPPORTUNITIES 


The Ser Wes Roleplaying Game from Wizards of the Coast puts you in a galaxy far, far 





GAME 


tireless bounty hunter, a wily smuggler, ar whatever you can 

maging. Aera's Guide gies you Been more Went bo cusloenife your character, lh addition 
to 26 peestige classes and aver 100 feats, & includes specialized equipment, mew Force tra 
ditions, expanded combat rules, and new rules for managing your character's relationship 


find of a fight co Rarged Disarm ta quackly 


end ane A gambler could select Card Shark 
to improve his swhaac game or Extra Lucky to 
kepp a Winnine) steak going. A vibromlade 
duelist might choose Caf-Hand Parry, Agile 
Weapon Specialiniern to 
improve her defensive capabilities, threaten 


Ripoite, oo 


COWMberstacks. Or hit with deed): precision. 

Then are alo several new ootiens for 
highly specialized characters. Oo you prefer 
inanrned combat? Take a look at the sie pew 
martial arts styles. Each has three unique feats 
te represent diferent degrees of mastery a4 
wellasa detailed description of its histarg.ane 
techniques. You can choose from Echani 
miashened bey the [eipeerial Royal Guard, Kbara 
used extensively by Rebel Special Forces), 
Ria (a lightinrg-fast side papular in compe 
tition). Stava (the Meghel fighting style 
named fora native predatorl, Teras si (a rare 
but deadhy feb foren), and Wrruishi fa 





Wookiee fighting stele that capitalizes on their 
natural strenguhl Any Star Frank fac cari 
appreciate the intricate details af each am, as 
they have been largely fleshed out for the first 
time in Hero's 


Guide, Oee new prestige class, 


the martial arts master, can even improvise 





new fechneqiues That combine the effects of 
miultiole martial arts stykes. 

Forde uvert aren't left out in the cold esher, 
Five rere! Force techragiues allow hen 
to stretch the powers they alneacty 
haven me Givi, whe 


tration bp preddintenad 
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Wet Raymokist: ShibkCho [Form 1), 










eight mew Farce feats further expand their 
option, Lightiaber afignades wall alge find 
comm@lete descriptions ard a specialized feat 
for each of the seven lightesber fighting forms 
lintreduiced fe The Sroy Pear: Foods Aredia 
the Clones Visa! Dictionary and expanded in 
“Feghe Saber.” Star Ward Iigidey 62 by Gavid 
Pelaicasil 
[Form ©), Soresu (Form ©), Ataru (Form fv}, 
Shien (ary V1 Miran [Foon V1}, ard Jijsa 
[Form ‘vill. The subtle intricacies of lightsaber 
Guel dan sew be betber represented By the 
interaction of each stele. 
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And it'smore than just Jedi and Sith: Three 
wholly new Force craditignd are inchded, 
each with an etensive background, philaso- 
phy. and training methads in addition te 
Their dan unijue feats and prestige classes 
[Earn Da sage, Matuial adept, and Zeison 
Sha warrior), W these traditions dan't quite fit 
your ideal Force-using examples, there are 
guidelines on designing your own. 

Hero's Guide teanures several ocher prestige 
classes whose names imply their main fune- 
Gans chiel engineer, infittratar, kaya! arabecher, 
master didist, priest. and treasure hurvter. 
Abo, two prestige clauses thal appeared in 
Shar Wary Garner magaaing were Included in 
the Hero's Guide. The sharpshooter [Special 
Ope The Sharpsheorer,” Siar Was Gamer aio) 
remains largely unchanged, while the outlee 
dicer CSpecial Ope: The Sliger," Shar Wars 
Gamer £5) has been reveorced to make it com- 
patible weh the revised rules, 

A new characterbulding option included 
for the first time in a Stor Mian: Aoleniwing 
Gane supplement & the characer archetype, 
of which there are eleven. The demagogue, 
Imperial officer, information broker, Jedi wan- 
derer, cutheas tech, prowler, Rebel officer, 
Strounger, shipjacker, spmil agept and urlsan 
adepa are each composed of a mix of existing 
Classes. Each hes three optional alternate class 
abilities to best fit the archotrype’s unique rake 
Gamemasters will also find these archetypes bo 
be very udedul in quickly creating mornplayer 
characters to populate the game universe. 

Finally, Heros Golde provides mew options 
for drolds, including seven droid-specific 
feats such as Wletial Progeariming (ihe droid 
equivalent of Martial Arts) and Persistent 


Programming (alloeing & droid’s personality 
1 glaryvive a memory wipe Droids can abo 
choose to pursue ted mew prestige classes, 
ihe berterker droid and ihe espiceage droid, 
enabling than to brome mone than thie sum 
of their parts. And iP you've overlooked droaids 
foe your game before, there is a section dis 

cussing the creative and invaluable robes that 
vin De reeost basic decid can play if a group, 


CHOOSING SIDES 
Factions ane a nee way to capture the feel of 
the constant 4nd percasive® struggles what 
characterize the Spor Peorg universe, They are 
lange organizations—ranging im size from a 
lew hundred members po & galy-igenming 
constituency—each with it own objectives, 
alfes, and appanents. The Rebel Allisnee, the 
Galactic Empire, and the Hutt Criminal 
Syndicate are just 6 fiw of the eighteen fac- 
tote outlined im Aen’s Guide, A character's 
relationship with each fection is messured 
by 2 Sympathy score What increases a5 
you wark with the faction and 
derreases 48 you Opede or 
ignore it, Sympathy enhances 
your characber's owerall regu- 
Ration, allewing different groups 
to react to you in different ways. 
Characters wha chose to 
pein a faction gain limited 
acoess fo a botal F 
of 21 faction 
feats and 12 fac- 
lion prestige classes 
unique ta these 
ongaracalions. For evarn- 
ple, a member of ihe 
Bothan Soynet can joo the 
master prt prestige class, a 
Bounty Hunter's Guild mem- 
ber an (ake the Congrack 
Humber feas to find bounties 
that aren't agen bo the pub+ 
lic, and a Saemar Fleet Systems 
engineer can build master- 
craft Sarships that push | 
the limits of technology. Be 
warned, though, that while fac: 
tions are eager ta gain new 
members, i's not always eacy ba 
leave them behind, 


TOOLS & TRICKS 
Several of the prestige classes. 
factions, are) mew Force traci- 
thons have speciic equioment providecL 


Far examole, a shanshocter will probably 
wan & Langeting scopes, and several mew rules 
for computers and communications technal- 
ogy will be of great interest to outlaw slicers, 
The felon Sha wandors are kc for their 
threan digcblades. imbued ih the Force 
and the abllit¢ ta netum to ther hands after 
an attack. 

Hat all equipment is carried, however, 
Complete mules for cybemetic replacements 
(Such) as Luke's mechanscal hand) ane 
enhancements (uch as Lobat'’s Biotech Bong 
Cardstruel) ace inclided, allowing characters 
to compensate for disabling injuries ar ewen 
to exceed their natural capabilities. 

Fo ane rou Going To pay foe all theese new 
boys? Hero’: Guide covers this as well. providing 
complete rules for gening loans (both from 
legitimate institutions and fram bess reputable 
loan Sharks) as well a5 covering ihe corse 

" quences of mot making your pay: 
































ment on time. Ther are even 
guidelines far figuring nmorey for 
high-level characters, allowing you to 
Credhe 2 ore experienced hang bor wil- 
lain) with access to the right amaunt 
of dash and gear, 

Finally, there are plenty of mesa 
combat options allowing heroes 
he get the nest aue of their abill 
ties. Heed to make a difficult 

Shear? Try aang. Wart to eg thee 
moet out of an EWeb? Woe sup 
Pression fire Do Bese our Cupp 
nests at bay. Wank mew ways to 
Use exiting Skills arel fears? 
You'll find dazens of options for 

eventhing fram Computer Use 

Bo Bie Obert. 


Heros Guide is a 160-page 
hardcover squroebook far 
We Stor Wid Afeplaying 
Game 
2005. just far 
gamers: anyore eager ta 
explore the ramks of hero- 
isa Threughout the Sree 
WWors uniwerse will find ik 
worth a look. Sal 
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HEROES FOR HIRE 


BY HADEN BLACKMAN 


cL t\ | Over the past several issues, Stor hors insider has brought you an exclusive look at the evo 

‘5 Ss 32> ) lution of Ster Mars Galaxies, a massively multiplayer online game (hIMO} set during the 
re re ao ) Galactic Civil Wear. Lucasfirts and Sony Oniinp Entertainment conainue to host an intense 
hr ia 


beta Progra, which allows a imal qraug of players to test the game before release. 


BESTINE’S EVOLUTION 

The city of Bestine was one of the first loca- 
Land up and running for beta testers. Im case 
you didn’t know, Bestine is the lenperigl cer- 
ter on Tatooine. Since the carly days of teste 
Ing, the city has remained a hub of activity, 
offering them a place to convene and test all 
ef the major game syviems. Is become a 
staging ground for adwentures into the 
Gesert and rips to Jabba's Palace, Some of 
the sights and services in Bestine inclide: 


Mission Terminals. Characters have access 
ba mission terminals, which can provide rela 
tively gtraightharmvard asks that can be 
accom@lished im under an hour, A mission 
might send players aud to destroy a danger- 
ous womp rat lair ar deliver a valiable data 
Gek to a contact in Mas Gekey. earning 2 fist- 
full of credits im the premess. As players 
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advance in the game, the missions they can 
So008s Hacame mice Oaficul, 


Slanport, The Bestine spaceport allows play- 
ers to reach other planecs, In ihe beta tests, 
characters could travel to Naboo [arriving 
either at Thesed or an artists’ penneay kricreyih as 
Moenial. Eventually, they'll also be allowed to 
Travel fo Hori fone of Maboo's maar), 
Corellia, and Talus. 


Shuttleport. Shuttlepoams in Star Wars 
Galicies enable rapid travel between major 
elthes. Players can taivel fro che Bastine shue- 
Pepart to Mos Eisley. Mos Esna, Nios Take, and 
other key locations ina matter of eninutes 


Hospital. Combat is an integral part of Star 
Wars Galavies, and charactars whe angage in 
far Bound to get hurt. Fortunately, haspi- 








flals @xigt be provide o cafe place for recovery. 
Players who train as medics or dactars can 


heal other players, but only evhile in specific 
locations. Because Gestine was the lirsn fully 
functional city, a number of medic playors 
Fave 227 Up Shap in the Bettine haspitall 
When you enter the haspltal, you're likely ta 
find a number of wounded characters sitting 
on the ground oF on cots, chatting and trad- 
ing while medics and doctors mave through 
the crowd healing the injured, The Beste 
heepital has become a social gathering place 
as Well, where players form grouse to con- 
tinue their adventures. 


Cantina, Long adventuring ard ccenbat ses- 
ons can result in # healthy dose of damage 
for a character, Qharacters whe are severely 
waunded miight® suffer whch 
makes healing citicule, Ta recover fram this 
trauma, characters need to mlax im the com 


"trauma, 


pany of skilled entertainers, who can almast 
always be found in canginas, Diaring the beta 
fess, ihe Bestine cantina has attracted a lange 
number of antermainas, most of when have 
gained a bit of fame among the beta com 
Piuinity, Perhaps the Best-known characters 





are the members of the Barefoot Band ferter- 
Taine who perform barefoon) and Ermira 
Freestar, who i seemingly always dancing in 
the cantina. Like the hospital, the cantina & 
aiso.a social gaghering place 


Baraar Terminals, Siar Wars Galaddes features 
3 player-driven ecomomy in which nlayer cre 
#2 and sell virtually everthing other players 
might need. Players can craft weapons, anor, 
food, clothing, and even medicine. Player cari 
past Ihems ta the Galactic Bazaar, which alces 
both auctions and direct sales. Other players 
se Che Bara Terminals to Gary nem 


Imperial Capital, Key bnperial personnel can 
ber foured at this lawish structiana, im the heart 
of Besting, Prefect Talmont wha had been 
assigned to bring law and onder to Tatooine, 
is ahvays booking for able-bodied mercenar- 
ies tO do his dirty work, Goweriar Tour Aryan 
is trying ta keep things quiet on Tatooine ard 
iv algo willing to hire adventurers to help her 
Maintain ther status qua, 


Imperial Garfison, Atco a hil ovedooking 
Bestine, @ foreboding Imperial sbrcture sur- 
rounded by sioerironers and lnpevial officers 
stands watch. The qarnison incluckes special mis- 
don tenminals where player. can receive mig- 
sions speciically designed to aid the Empire 


Traber. As playpens atwarnce, they muss tain 
to gain mew skills. A player who wants to 
improve Fis aim with a pital can wit a 
Marksman trainer, Usually, these trainers are 
fonated in key locations, ike 4 Cambat Guild 
Hall sear besine s main square. 


NPCS IN NEED 

Lite all cites in Star Wars Galanies, 
Bestine is populated by a number of 
fonplayer chancers [NPCs Mobiles, 
merchanss, and other cavilans appear 
tinaughout te city, Players can inter 
act with these NRCS to gain informa: 
bon 2boutather characters of locations 
of TO receive special assignments. In 
many ways, NECs are like talking-mis- 
shor) Leriraniads, cole) Cal delivery mis 
shons or asking players to destroy pirate 
based and other threats. These backs are 
grat far gaming oredits.or putting you 
into the good graces of local, but the 
Mice fewanding adventures are the 
quests handed out by high-profile 
characters, 

Stor Wars Galaxies wouldn't feel 
like Star fare if it didnt include a 
number of well-known characters. 
such as Princess Leia, Darth Vader, or 
Han Solo, Wherever possible, the 
development team has tried to use 
these characters to hand cut special, 
handcrafted quests to players. Usually, these 
quests tie inte The larger Star Wars saga or 
een upon the many storkes and sources 
that Stor Hors fans know so well. 

Expanded Wriverse comtinuity has estab 
lished some tension between Prefect Taimont 
and Goren Anon, The developer use 1hig 
information to create misshans that put play 
erin the thick of the rivahy between these 
twa characters. Lewis, characters who vene 
ture into Jabba's palace and begin teking mis- 
ices From The Rat's cronies wil be drawn 
Inte the court's intiques and participate in 








Jabba's fierce war with Lady Valarian, a 
Whiphad gimme lord who runs the Lucky 
Oospot Batel in Mos Eisley (another location 
characters can visit in ihe gamel. 

HPCs arent reserved fust for missions ard 
quests. Players will spend much of their time 
Tightirw MPCs in fierce blaster bales, Players 
even hawe the option of attacking peaceful 
NPCs, like roestire farreers oe Dinr-l mans 
ja cult thas worshias the hairy banthal. Killing 
HPCs, Aor, has coeequences. Cee time, 
players eam a megather reputation with these 
HPC groups that they heve continually 
atacked, Kal toe many of Jabba's cranies, and 
the Hurt? is liable to declane war on you... 


GUNGAN HUNTER 

Hext month, Sear Wars frvder takes you bo 
Naboo to explore Moenia, Theed, and other 
Cities before dehing deep into the swamps in 
search of dangerous wildlife, Well alse vsle 
the Emperor's retreat for more information 
Gn Fiore Che dieselopers plan to wise such yvil- 
lain as Darth Vader and his Sith Master in the 
Shar Wars Galaxies storylines, Mose inmpar- 
fangly, well seek out the neclushee Gungans 
and see how they fare ina battle pitting tra- 
ditional Gungan weapons xgainet blaster 
rifles and thenmal debamatoors. ‘ab 


Formore Infawmotiog on Star Wars Gallager: An Ener 
Order’ go to shower golasiescom, 
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MATTHEW STOVER SENDS MACE WINDU 


NG 


INTO THE HEART OF DARKNESS 


Al their Hearts, felaiheey Sacwer's tales ane about combab Sometinees i's lhe rock-en, 
socks em Sart, aned sometimes it’s the psychological variety. Stewer's Bronze Age theillers 
fran Dawn and Jeriche Moan supplied plenty of the former; his first Stor Wars foray, last 


fall's Stor Mars The Mew Jedi Crder—Traing, was a mnasgertl example of thee lather, Mow, 


with Star Mors: Shatter, Stower delivers. both kinds of combat af once. 


TOTAL CHALLENGE 

in Shotrerpaing the firs nowel of the 
Clone Wars, the Jedi Knights face 
profeund confacts both physical 
and moncal: They nust load troops 
into batt while struggling with 
thelr wow ta defend a corrine 
Republic some of them no longer 
belie in, Front and centerin (hese 
twin struggles is Mace iWindu, the 
Jedi Master portrayed in Episodes | 
and tl by actor Samuel L. Jacicson. 

Shatterpormt maght remind fans 
of another movie: Stover cipes 
Apocalhers Mow as an inspiration 
for has ory, along with Joseph 
Conrad's classic book Mart of 
Derkneds., bo which that movie in 
tum ces 2 Consedorable debit. 

In Shettersaing, Mace learns his 
former Padawan Jedi Master Depa 
Billaba hain’? retumed from Haruun 
Kal, when she had Gee brining 
guerillas to fight a Separatist coo 
pation. What’ wore, news Aas 
reachiad Caruscant of massacres in 
Harve Kal's wpcountry pungles— 
and Gepa nay be involved, (The jum- 
gle i) almost a character in its own 
right in Siaurernpaing, as well ag a 
metaphor for everything from the dark side of 
The Force to The dismal tires the Jedi face.) 


MACE APPEAL 

In planning Shepersoar, Sqover says, 
Lucavilm “wanted something that wauld 
really flesh aut Mace Wind 24 a character— 
that would bring himto ite as a fully rounded 
hiurran being in people's iagqination.§ 
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Ta diaw (hat poral, Stower says he 
started with Jackson hienself—an actor be 


gays “bleeds charisma, and whose voice 
Shower cou hear in his head whale writing 
feiece's dialogue. 

“TR PGe Fe reaer airniles, bit 
he's nat comaletely serigu:—there's 
a hired of grim, deadpan irony every 
once in a while,” Stower says. He 
repeats Keces novw-farnous line 
from Episode Il that “this pany's 
over,” but he observes that lackson 
deer it without cracking ihe 
smallest smile. Mace’s fight with 
Jag Feit in Georosis arena i aise 
a key for Stover. That brief bug Furl: 
ous battle. he says. Forme some of 
the subtest of this. mowel, Bassey tine 
he talks to a [clone trooper], he 
ews the face winder that riask— 
he remembers the ceiginal that he 
separaled fram is Yaoulders.” 

Stover explains that Mace has a 
particular gift for using the Force 
that gives hin a unique perspective 
and mates him such a dangerous 
lighter, Mace calls ths abdiny “see 
ing shatterpalmis”—hence the ocd, 
faintly orninaus titke—and utes the 
analogy of a conisca gem qhaq’s 
invulnerable to any blow, uniess 
You Know eaelly where bb hit if, Or, 
as Mace himself says at one port, 
“When | lok at you through the 
Force, | can seq where you break” 


PADAWAN: LOST 


Shatepaines other major Jedi character Is 
Depa Billaba, Mace’ farner apprentice and 
now his quarry. She's the onbky other living 
Jedi Master who practices Vaapad, Mace's 
lightsaber sthyle—which can being a Jedi per 
loud close to the dark side of the Force. 
That, he tay, makes her “exceedingly dan- 
gerous in ewery comcelva bike way.” 





















Mace Wind's violet saber blade is much in evidence in Shotterpeine: After al, what's Sear Winrs 
without some geod clifathioned dust-ups decided at close range with blasters, ightsabers, 
and even fists? Here are four other rocking, wo-cloae battles from the saga’s novels. 


Wang aeticn? Try Luke, Leia, and 2 herde of 
natives agent a Sach Lord and a pack of Thard- 
shell hates" inside the caverns of Mimniban, 
The fighting’s so thick even lightabers don't 
allow Luke end Darth Wader to cut through te 
each other. Mema to Leis: H you've got Vader in 
your sights, shoot. 


Jacen ik forged ba tend to ane of 83 
dhuryams, erealures bred te ranslenn 
Coouicand into Yuurhan'tar ihe 
Yuurhan Vong homewceld) deep 
within a nursery filled with every 
Yuuzhan Vong creation. The dhuryam 
helps him gain control of an amphestetl grave 
and uses its other slaves to protect him, Jacen 
defeats nwa squads of warriors and kills che 
othe 12 dhuryand: Vargerd stops him fran 
dopiroyireg ihe Chimeansh ore, © 





Conan Ham leeds a team ef deel and Nocti, 
inching Garner Rlysede ad Jaren bola, 1 
Tnahan Vang-iccupesd Gargi, Traaped a 







ha 
ig the warrice within. 


THROLE 


the Peskida Nencbatarscel Garden's balfeer 9 05-0 wt 
tree grove, the heroes are saved only Bry a 
twist of fate: The Yuuzhan Vong's living 
Venduum crab 2emor is fatally allergic to 
baffor tres pollen: in swells rapidly, crush- 


The Yourhan Vong's Force-sensitive 
woryn might be the end of the Jedi, 
unless the Solo children can Gesbroy 
the queen. Abowe Myrkr, Anakin fights 
24 few Jeol ever have against a seem- 
jogly endless number of warrices. 





Stover nabes that he approached Depa's role in the story by imag- 


ining what being responsible for a quernila war might de to 4 Jedi 
But thar's all hel sayg Dea really tell you mrare Than that, except to 
say that what has happened ta her—and whe she truly is—is an 
aripairey reysbers” 

Ho Mace solves that mystery makes for an action-packed tale, but 
one that’s abo told through excerpes from Mace’s joumal. To Stover, 
that's a perverful combination, Th gives me the apoortunity to weltte 
Mace cinematically,” he says, adding that “you see what he's doing, yau 
see thee effortless duperhenden Waal every beds lens alent Che Jedi” AT 
the same time, he adds, the journals let the reader into Mace’s mind and 
allow Stower to comvey things that he can’t Siow cimematically, 

"As we all low, you cart read felace Winedu's dace.” ber sores. 


ONE TRUE PERSPECTIVE 
A shanpeeyed reader will nothoe that Shetterpoint undolds completely 
fron Mace’s peripective. Mat only if he inevery soene, bul every scene 
Ip written from Als point of views Thee reader sors everything that hap 
pens in the stary as Mace does. 

Mow thag he’s dene it, Stayer can say that writing a thriller fren a 
single point of view poses difficulties. “You are robbed of the single 


easiest way there if of Generaleng susgende, which is dramatic mony,” 


he explains. “H you can see someone put a bomb in the room before 
your main character walks in There, you are sutemalkally, desperately 
wondering how long it's paling ta take him to figure cut that there's a 
boenb in the roam." 

Sharterpaine can't use thay device, bur Stover says he thinks ihe 
book works because it delves into the jungle of Mace's fears. “He's 
afraid he might have to Kil this woman who's practically hig dawgh- 
this kind 
of ongoing dread. And net just about her, but about everthing" 

Indeed. If ane sreps Back from Sameer, alle the Spar Mars pre. 


ter” Stover says, adding, “That's where it's working for me 


quels unfold with the reader knowing there's a bomb in the rocen with 


the mae Charachers 





Aone of whet wall fed i im ime: Asiakin will fall 
nto darkness, Mace will (presumably) die, and Obi-Wan and Yor vill 
Ge forced into enile, 

So how does an author tell a stony dor nado wii rege this? “Thay 
6 execth what this book is about,” Stower sys, adding, Tcant say it's 
a happy ending, because in The prequel era siories really dort have 
happy endings. It seems ta mee that they are mare about finding a ray 
of hope inthe gathering darkness” Ge 


For miare ilonnalion cfu Stee Wank Shane point oad al ct! fey 's Star War 


nareets cine other dee ao fo wea enor ees evn elney sheaacins, 


STAR WAES INSIDER FS 


ic mod 


a 






Bik 
PADAWANS ARE 


FOR THEIR FALLEN MASTERS 


Take eight Padawans, each of them anmed with a lightsaber and an arsenal of Jadl powers, Then ill off 
their Magters, leaving chen shell-ahocked and adnft. Now add future Dark Lord of the Sith Aralin 
Skywalker to thelr number, Finally, drap them into a brutal ground struggle bereveen Republic and 
Se paratiot forces that will end in death for many. bs there any Gowbt that the Battle of Jeblim will be one 

of the mest walatila comflicts of the Clone Wars? 


Stretching out over an epic four-issue Sony 
arc in Stor Hears: Pepoblic 25:5-58, “The Battle 
af Jabiies picks up mare lian & wear inte the 
unceasing vialence of the Clone Wars, Ary 
hope the Republic may have held for a seit 
resunion following tha Battle of Geerosis 
were cadhed long age, and Count Dooku's 
Separatisss have since tanshormed them- 
selves from a small coalition limba a majar mil- 
itary porever thal could wery well win We wee. 

*Otficially, | think it’s fiftesm manths after 
the Bartle of Gesonedii” tay8 titer Haden 
Hackman, helpfully assisting these fans who 
af keeping 6 blow-by-blaw account of the 
Qlone Wars, Afar Issue 849-50’ Bartle of 
Kamino [et ter months after Attack of rhe 
Cronies. Shar evr: Fepuisie had Sioa readers 
8 Separatist chemical attack against Gurgan 
Collen on cee of the moans of Nabe, Gibi- 





Fé ETAAR WATE THEIL BER 





A POOR SUBSTITUTE  ®Y DANIEL WALLACE 


Wan's mission to find an antidene for the same chemical 
wenenon, 2nd a solo Quinlan Wes acdvensu, The Barth: of Jakiim 
tory are inaugurates the war's second year, though #5 Blackman 
eaplaing, “Gheene's a lot of other suit going on in the Cho ne Wars” 

Some of that Sather stuf includes unseen battles in which the 
Appublic has gradually host beritory at great boss of lite, Alreacty, 
scores of Jedi hawe died, leaving many abandoned Padaeans who 
coukd be wild dards in the war. “Several Jedi Masters die at the 
faite of Geomosis,” Blackman poirds cut. “Whe were their stu 
dents and what became of them? We felt that 
The Jeg Council maght mot have cine to read 
Sign every ‘oophaned! Padawan, but they alsa 
wouldn't want to condane banlefeld prome- 
tions from Padawan to Jedi Knight. tt made 
Senge Chat sore of these Padawans, eepecially 
the older ones, would be grouped together.” in 





“The Battle of Jabiim,” we meet one such 
Qroun, whose members inciide a hoiheache, 
partially cyOemetc Falleen and 2 powerful, 
Telaparhic boy descended from ome of the 
great Jedi lineages of the ancient Sikh War. 
These mists hawe been assembled in ihe 
hopes that a hanctul of Padawans will be equal 
To one.or two Jedi Knights. 

Anakin's so OUT: anmiay the Padang pnp 
vides a window info his character that fans 
have reer seen betore. “Tritialy, we asserted 
that Anakin might be controling when he joins 
The group, Chat he wioukd ace if aad take 
combrod because he's so portal ard driven," 
Say Backman. “But we Water reconsidered this. 
‘Fellow Repuiaic wriger) John Ostrander was 
really instrumental here, suggesting that 
Anakin Be shown a5 a hero as chen a5 possi 
ble—after all, we know that hie was a hero dure 
ing the Clone Wars, but we haven't dee much 
of that yet. For my part, | wanted ta get any 
fram the bratty, 28-centered child and show 
Anan among his peers as sormecre likable, 








Sa, when he joins the other Fadaward. ry 
thought was that Anakin relames 2 bit—it's the 
Fir lime since he fiest stood im freert of the Jedi 
Council that he isn't Irving to prove hirnself to 
someone more powerful of experienced. 
When his new tearrenabes readily accept him, 
fnudt Aim, and prave thas they aren't halaing 
him ta any inipossible stanclards, there's a 
bond formed that ls togalhy different than the 
Masten apprentio® relationship. He's mot just 
fighting for himsalf or his Master, but for sl) the 
kids in the foahole next bo him," 

“The Battle of Jatin” promes to take Full 
alvaniag® of the visual storytelling mediurn, 
courtesy of artist Brian Ching. Jabiim is a rain- 
soaked planet of marshes and roudsliges, 
whom nates skabe abowe the flooded plains 
on snowshorike repulsor boots. The ground 
warfare |p seared up in tro Shor ifors-style, 
with laser blasts. explosions. desperate feet 
saldlars, and relentless heavy machinery. 
Ching is previously of Top Cow Productions, 
witvene Pee (huserated tithes such ae Winchbinds 
and Tomé Aides, and has worked a4 a atory- 
board artist for the video game industry, “The 
best part of [Shor Ware Agaubiic) is getting ta 
go back and loom at the incredible designs of 














Ralph KicQuarrie and Soe Johnsen,” he says, 
alluding To designs making thelr debut im the 
comic that are sunt to please fans of the Classic 
Trlegy, Then Ching introduces Prequel trilogy 
design influences to ari ata believable tran- 
sition benween the two eras. “Guys like bain 
MeCaig and Doug Chiang ane amazing, and | 
Mat fry and Fegure out what they were all think- 
Ing and Soren GUT IT all together and beep 
ihe fegk of Star ors consisteng.= 

Ching is such a big Star Warn fan he even 
named his dog Luke, “Some anists have drearn 
Projects ta work on like Batman or Soider-Wian,” 
Pre dane, “burt for ome it’s dofinitely Srar Mews. [ln 
Return of the Jeet] i wed judt 40 great for meta 
see Luke grow up and really show of what a 
Jedi could di. Ag @ kad | eves blown aay hen | 
Sv Lube fp around and handle thatlighwaber.” 
Ha aie has high praise for writer Glackmarn's 
“Battle of Jablim® scripts. "Haden i fartastic! He 
BG in touch with the movies and really has a 
feel for how the characters shoud interact e's 
BT In a banof ection. it's just great ta sea the 
Jedi in ection daing super-fuenan things.” 

With the Chane Mors already an Expanded 
Universe multimedia event, encompassing 
an animated series, comic books, rivals, 






































games, toys, ang Wider short stories, it’s impor: 
fant Bhat the comic boos wersken of events fits in 
with thinather narratives io that fans don't wine 
Lap with free or six “altemate histories.” Fey wyrit- 
ersare barter suited to the task than Slackman, 
a Continuity expert who has 5pent fee years at 
LucaiAns and if curently a producer oan Stir 
Want Galades. Readers should eepect consis- 
Tency, Fe Says, Gut Sino clarity. “The first fecus is 
telling. a compelling store win the confines of 
the comic. | really want ta make sun that phe 
comic book stories all lntercoanect and that, if 
FOR re eacing the series evenrmonth, it's ooher- 
ent We'll mention the Dark Reaper campaign 
[Aroent LiscasAyrts” Star Mors: The Clore ars vices 
game], for example, but if you don't kmow the 
Horyline in the game, you shoulde't feel leat 
Some of the villains fren the eamic books willbe 
appearing in ather sources, which is wer cool. 
We are also drawing an the visuals from other 
sources, etpecially [The Clone Wars velea 
game): there are vehicles in the game that will 
fag pear in the comics, for example.” Wh 


For more infermation obaur the Star Wars 
[Rouble fne ood av of Done Horse Comics’ Star 
Wart core book: oo fo awed 
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BUT NO WARM SEND-OFFS 


While the maponty of Srar hears: Epos (V4 New Hope wad 

; filmed at Elstree Studios iin London, a fow sats needed mora 

te | Space than Gites had te offer, The production made use of 
anather facility in England, Sheppertan Studies, far those 











































averdined 4618. The huge Stage H at Shepperton was once one of 
the largest in the warkd and it was here char che fiese full-size 
Meintun Falioo—at beast part of it—was constructed. 

Originally, Han Sole's “pirate ship’ wad a long dedign by Colm 
Cantwell powered by eleven cylindrical engines in the back with 
the cockait (rant and center, While the model was 
under canstructlan, a vaguely slimilar vessel 
appeared on the television show Soece: 1239. To 
avoid any comparison, George Lucas had the Falcon 
redetegned. Industrial Light & Kdiagic had only about 
four weeks to design and emacute a ew Millers 
Folron madel Ralph MeQuarrke even rewdsed his 
COrepl painting of the Mos Eisley docking bay to depict the new 
vessel. In the end, the radar dich and cockpir trent fram the origi 
hall were trandaolanied ta the mew and unique saucer design. The 
cackolt was mow slde-mounted to make way for freight loading 
ams on the frant. The preceding, longer design received a now 
harimerhead look ad denails were changed to reflect a mew scale 
when it became kmown as ther Aber Blockade Aumnmer, Die to his 
Get-minie design change in the pre-production phase, the full 
size Miifeanium falcon was constnucted fron deawings avd rauirer- 
Ou photos of the miniature built by ILA Scale model of Rebel 
fighters ware sent to England for reference in iuilding their full 
4i@ counterparts, but time canstraints. required the 6-feot-long 
maniainire Foran for efects filming in Californie. 

The Fullsize Falcon was built on stage from phavcod and beard 
46 curved walls of scaffolding were erected around it to farm the 
sunken crater of the docking bay, Abhough the stage wed the largest 
Seailable, there was still not enough room for the endine ship. Only 
slightly mare than hal of the wessel wad congircted, and there wes 
no ream ta complete the full circle of the hangar boyord the poet 
ska of the ship, Carer angled and a painted backdrop of alcowes 
beyord created the illuskon of a full enviroment, A complete Fale 
Waar Gule uineil The Empire Sines fock, 

In the film, the AiWeaniin Falcon warded 
@i¢ape bodes fire fom Imperial toons and blast 
off into hypangace to encounter the Death Star, 
On stage at Shepperton Studios, the ship would 
Famraen grcunided a6 the sane’ of Tabocee were 
saegt away and the surrounding walk were 
Trarshommed into the imperial soace station. We 
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| thewbocco's bewtadter id o mad 
fied cridtbae indiepécaolng bo 
nifleicepes and o Singleeaint red | 
dot sight peunted an bop. Ameng 
the keeob dofodu added to the 
tee ore wevercl dct oho wad on 
Lepenol hots ond belt burke, 









@an tolo's focus blaster pata Seganiite fie 
os fhe hone ot Fronk Gnagroin the ga? file Tee 
Aged Runner, 2 Wy if wos o breph-gyen oneper 
miPle coreecked on ePoiee. bet tor Stir wiry thee 
d down to the 
feizale 















WOOKTEE BOM CASTER 


Sith a then cownning, bhes chucks = = The miniature Folron wag debaile a 
es fo appear i . if 4 “het bosheng"—soeetnging parts trom caisting model kite, 
Os Seether eh red i F = = a Tht full-size chip emploped o dor process a o longer 
+ cee To meee it Ope r 4 2 " SONG atheg pipirey ard metal p 







=on wot dre 

















A reminder tea one of Ran ond Chew: 
/ prewisus Tapered! encounters. 





Luckily, beer cenit 
featuse for depo 





bE To s.0 Quelle c eaeh 
ay hg herp, 












- Lube": bevte bn breed eer is aedarto 
Pees thotof eorier dedi, Qui-ion Ann ond 
ey Shpeulhker olay prefered bean 
Poh eh rein oer. 


ETA WARE IMSTRBER re 


, Te T To, ice 
+ AL ae A iam) 
1 (vine fl | 3 


BY STEWE SANSWEET 





es os. MS For as long asl can ramomber—ar can toa remember—February was tay month, Yea 
‘i =) cog before | first attended the American International Toy Fair in Mew York City, | had heard 
Po ev ee : ; Par 
yy a of It. It was the place where toy companies (reer all over the world dhowased their wares 


for eager retailers and the media, all looking for The Next Hot Thing. Belmg a newspaper 
reporter as well asa toy fiend, | macaped be make ao with the Western 54 


ates Toy and Hobby 


Retailer show in Sauthenn Calfcenla, a much smaller event about a month later, 


‘then | finally made it there—Mew Yark, 
the Mecca—it was every bit what it was 
cracked up te be. Taking place iv the Tey 
District—a few square block-area in lower 
Manhathin—there were hundreds of show- 
roams one could viet lappalnimants wen 
eruciall, im@agdibhy crevded elevators and 
stairwells, dag-tired feet... and exhilaration 
at being among the first to see The Next Hot 
Thhireg falthough i wad udually manths laber 
before you realized what it was). Uhad work to 
do, of courte, but for 2 space toy (and even- 
tually Star tors) colectar, it was nirvana, 

But change is inevitable. This year, for the 
Tirst Cine im years, Toy Fao haspened without 
me. I'm sure it was still Fascinagina, and some 
. but 2 bot less than in 
yaars Pad. Por the toy Business has corbali- 
dated, and the vast majority of onders come 
fram a handful of gia: players, all of whee 
want to see the goods at least a year before 
they Start appearing on shelwes. At first, the 
Largest toy comeanies had individual pre-Tory 
Fair sessions for their largest accounts. Now 
That has sores, and ihe years 10> annual 
Toy Fair will be the last of tts kind, as an 
October show wil be added to take over the 
fion's share oF selling toys. 


Business wad written. . 


| will mewer forget the wanderful Hasoro 
showroomd, the exchusive Sor Wort areas 
vith all of the new toys and packaging that 
would be coming out, the exciting dioramas 
(did a le Web chat from the showream ane 
ear), the toy demonstrators dressed like Jedi 
Bnights ce X-wing plows. But this year, all of 
the Hasbro disolays—and those of the other 
Majoe companies—were 8 fot smaller. 
Instead, Hasbro filled its Iriterier site ard 


oo TSR WARE TMSETRER 


starwars.com with photos Pron the storey ard 
early looks at packaging concept. & wasn't 
Gist! the sane In a way, bdwever, Tay Fair 
had move coon to ee. , 


PRICELESS 

Jam 29 years old, and | have been a fan since 
that first Christmas when “Lucas Claws" 
blessed me with an Xewing, a cantina, Lube, 


and everyone alsa, 


Leia, Vader, and all of the other classic figures. 
The love affair has only grown since Then 

fo cleady remember seeing and anticipating 
Seeing The Empire Rivnes Fock and Return of 
the dec! in theabers, but at fee years ald, | hom: 
esthy remember the first batch fof many!) toys 
Under the bee jist as muchas! dodeding the 
first movie for the first time. 

Pye gubsecribed to Bantha Teac, Lucci 
fon Clué Magarin. Stor Mews insiger.. . every 
meamaian Wwe ever found. My emphatic 
reponse to fhe question, “To Open or Not io 
Open is, “lopen!" Many of my best times grow: 
ry Up ineodved playing Stor Wan, sometimes 
breaking ared leparing the sare hoy again arc 
agen! (hety first X-eving has more duct tage on it 
Than original parts) Furthermore, | doert thik | 





could part with a toy for its value if | only had 
one of then, $0 Chat is a major reason ‘why | 
dont keep them sealed, unfess | howe teva. 


| have fe questions for you: How would | 

go about geting oy collection appralsed far 

msurance purposes? And what do | do with 

afl of these Jedi Master points? fm jencarig 
along a few phates of my collection. 

PETER CASTEBL 

Middlesex, NJ 


Phares fev a deviqnantul fenes Peres, and some 
very coo! photos. fine pune bath welll stir a fot of 
remand omong aur edcers. it's akwoys inter 
enting io see haw peaore collect and diralaye in 
eters cose, it's mosh by charocter and slant. 

There ore a cougke of ipecidiized insurance 
egencies thot write collectibles povicies wilh mayor 
iAiuncde companies, nince collections aren't ecr- 
Ay insured under nannal hemecaner’s or rental 


inganmoe. Longest in hoe business is Coleenibves 
Masuronce Agency jane callectingine cam 











WW ire fet FecerTending ony agency in per- 
fiower, thelr weetate er forte of pany-to-ider- 
Stand infannatien about collectibles Jasunaace, 
and BAHT OU ag fe foe A ey pet ar - 
icy. Fou conet need on opproisohesiust your best 
tint of what wuld cet fa reece! your cel 
Jectian today. Tou cont eran ard an inven 
fery—fuat indice! feed ify dre weonth nore 
Than $5,000, Tea oo sake @ anayh eninae 
boted on e@ay prices of even the fest edition 
af Tamiart's Price Guide to Worldwide Star 
Wises Collectibles, since prices fewceptan action 
hgures) haMen'T chenged much dace [oor 

dg for the oftensasked aueshon an Jedi Magrer 


Son an Hasire pockaging, my only peor! of 
nid te keep phen but don't insure nhera! 





TOO CUTE 

Thi. a picture of me ane an R2-D2 tape player 
my grandma gave me for Chiistmas. & has four 
sound bubend. that beep. She found it ata sec- 
ond-hand store and paid $20 Canadian fer in. 
My dad wants to know who made it and any- 
Thing else yo Kite about iL | only hae ore 
tape, but ft sounds good. 

ALEX ENS (AGE 4) 
Ahonert Park, CA 


Fou have a very smart 
grandma fo hove beer 
flopping fa second- 
Aend stores for coo! 
Star Ward foys. | hee 
one of these tool it’s 
an AZ-G? Deter roid 
ond it was mage around Tor by 





Tiger Electranics, which is owned by Hosbro, fhe 






























company that makes ail those 
fede Saar War acnend Baures ir 
daditian to the four Aroo sound 
effects. @ hod o Built-in hovidle, 
forage apder for tea cassetre 
tage, and built-in heddsbooe 
and AS adeno hacks, i oi did 
buys an AC agigahor, you won't ever hove to 
Ory coor the Batteries Ioding power. Ain 
walle Pour dad ff out shopping, ask Airy ta bare 
4 couple more cassente fages for pou Before 
they oO disapprar... lie Snack tapes. Den'T 
wovry, he‘ remember &-trocics. 


50 SURE ARE YOU? 


Like all the people whe woibe bo you. ld mews | 


e6l anything from my collection, but for some 
reason [mot even Yoda knows) | went to koow 
the value of chimes that | have, | ges seme mini 
plastic statuettes from my Uncle (he eats lots 
of cereall, 4 Special limited-ection Cracker 
Jack owersize Pepes| can. and a special chrome 
A2-D2 that | bought Ga ebay. Hew much are 
they all woeth? 
ADAM PRITCHARD: 
Park City, UT 


1 fovigulfed fiaeter Fog vid specie callentingy 
channets and cfncovered the folowing: four 
Lice de Baran cerned, sie! tie ove bes ts 
were Enisode | ewclustees for Fellogg’s in Europe. 
The sors inside gave Character deicriatiorss in 
rorous longuages, acoenaing where the cere! 
Pred bought Abbest theysell for craund $1 each. 
he oan, wehlch ooriaied a arial! bog of Crake 
Jocks, co mausepad, and a coun, fools ie fhe 
Analin Savior f) Pepi can fren ie Loe 
As value.af 52 fo. $5, fess thom its iithal coat, Ag far 
which weit fre welt @ $20) 
Hasbro Star Wars purchase Jn the LS, you paid 


Tht difeey Arfad, 


anyrove thon about 29 fo 215, the curent auc: 
Ten range, you pall A A, A eat Bere, 
Yoo's you should ask 





SCALAWAG! 
| recently went to an ald col 
lectibles one and Saw Slmoat 
all of the original #ecurn of the 
Jedi action figure series. They 
were in ming conditian and 
never cemowed fram ihe boo. Also, 
ther bowes of Salacious Crumb are Luke ber 
nay Revenge of the Jedi The cane ofthe stare 
offered them to me for $150, lam 3 huge Hor 
Wave fan and would really aporeciaie same 
help here, 
MATTHEW GILLILAND 
Sytvania, OH 


— 


ae int | 


Fear kia af helo? vow already wean he Agi 
Fools Doy prine for Best tol! tale of tie month, 
Congrats! | prenuree you ware cryin fo fely tie 
figures were ever removed from teir cory, 
fother dhe bases, There never eed of Soiioud 
Crumb stanchaione action figure, And phere 
were ie figures ever sold on Revenge cards— 
although phere are protanae cards in colectare’ 
ord: you weren't iqding fo pul my leg, then 
Boreas Face ine fo four Booted! ey tus 
fom-conded figures aff on you, 


OFF THE AIR 
Dreal hy howe the shores that were oanGvc inthe 
“hOs. | ought some great meng trey Le ahead 
and loved seeing all the guests on there. Bo 
pou Brey iP (here are ary show olanned in the 
future an QC of anyother retaork? 
SCOTT SAUNDERS 
Crystal River, FL 


ETAR WARE GFMELOER on 








SOLFO THE OALAR 


Hoving appeared on 27 of phase 
Thows, Deaigyed Meant toc. | con sri 
remember corse of phe firs ines J 





bagi ton phe Ae ione—transpar- 
ent “Alo cel suspenders and @ re 
Witat @ boot! Sue here were fots of exclusives 
Cb vacut Sheets, digred fiphos! cad product 
intragucnions such as the eeat Gan Fost full- 
HEE Sfannireogers fwe solo 14 of them of 
$5, 000nach the fesrmighy), Alas, a good phiags 
come fo an end. and there aren't ony coment 
plans for 7 Lucenin-upevted soe on GHC 
on ony other shopping channa. 


IF HE’D BOUGHT THREE 
MAYBE... 

| hawe a question about a Shar Peors 
poster that my dad boughs for maa few 
weeks Back, The guy he bought it from 
says It ik. an original poser from 1977, 


although of course mat the theatrical Pree 
ve] 3 


version, | knew that the Hildebraredet 
Grothers painted ft, but | don't know 
when and where #owes released. and 
Rows muuch lt milghit bs weeth, | arn c1iri- 


ous ifiimy dad paid s fair price for if or mat. 
He paid 545, which incided a suppeased 
$15 dodlar frame. 


Also, do pou know 
ebeere: cain fievd ghee iersiruc- 
tion sheet fan online one 
woukd bee fie if it's legible) 
for 2pplying the decals ta 
ibe Aiiera Collection Death 
Saar Escape seq from the 
early 1980s? | purchased 
Cie 2 fee ees back, Bat & 


ee 





did not indude the instruction sheet, so | 2m 
Fe Sun where to place The deca. 

GREG ROMINE 
Morgantown, WV 


The Hildebrandis painted éheir poster after 
the origina! poster by Ten tug was selected! 
for the main OLS phatrdice! omecheet. The 
Avdetvernds work cane in fine do be weed! os 
the mere ort ina ew farce cours, anid 
wee Che Bock cower ofan erly Star Wars sou- 
Fehr Magazine, Actes Ac, ane ov the envi 
ent Star Wars Mernsres, kecurd tie poster 
your dad bought I come outin 1977 and 
, Sorabout 5. These and other desis were 
Pherstifin, so ney reoily con't brag none than 
S70 oF S15 todayp—ane cher ther need fo be in 
very fires, rolled! or fet congithan. as for a deco! 
Mercia poet miodybe ane af pour feces 
neagiers can Pond us Aq che ign direction, 


NoooooOOoO00D! 

Throwgh the iintemet | was able to bocate a 
Copy of the book Gare Loon a Galas A 
Jounal of the Making of The Ente Srrikes 
Bark. | purchased a copy listed in good condi- 
tion for only S41 It ig a wordertul read, ard the 
book really is in good condition. | have tees 
questions for your bs thene uch 4 book in ems: 
tance for A Mew Hope ardor 
Rete of the Jedi? And | was 
Thinking of cowering the back 


SiSiRE waith clear “contact” paper to 

STRIKES BACK funher presenve fs condi- 
tlon, Is that a qed idea? 

KATHY KELEHER 

Oak Creek, Wil 


The books by cont publics! 
Alan Arakd, is@ one-oe5e-bird, 

There hesn't beer of similar “hiss 
eug-fell for aap ot phe enter filrees in iP cage I 
wos published aniy as @ paperback for £2.75, 
Grid Whe moet dolt-oowers of phe doy, is usvalh 
found today minh dodly yellowing pages. 
Encoding it ath any kind of sticky poper would 
ruin ite collecnive waive ang miighe honed is 
deferioratier. if you really mast protect it, sone 
Gaksnares fe7 fitted wie! covers for paper- 
Barks, oithowgh! cant neniy meeconumend those 
Biter for the fori tere. Whe 


repbes ores ponsiie bectnse of time constraint, but we'll answer the quen- 
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cedtheut both, Tndividual 
‘tao of lesdest interest in the coleman, Letters edited fee qremener, aenae, Colmes 
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Later of Leedos indor batde wing 
Lestumer, often 

tiats. in the LE 
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Sar Hees comiz 
alorrarogger pert 
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eticel episads number 
iter Wee. chrerclayicel ly 
laenteun, 2p. 
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Let out the tears 
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Teed terrain feature 

Henw eargea rage ee 
wictins for beter 

Rats wide soll 

“Dont __ therk me et evce 
(Har) 
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JSiopire critter sharing a nama 
with a spongy toy 

Cutty (brand ef whiskey) 
Batiarr_— (ykes-harked 
plants. al [thor 

Eepertaaces!] 05 solcker far shori 
Bice revtes 

‘i tle Flea 

Sulfor-rch planet in Ghee ales 
Condit 

Kore (driral Ackoars 
Regshin! 

Ther broods ep a 83-Looven: Abr. 
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THEY FORG 






YOU CAN ALWAYS SPOT 
E NEW LO 


HAIR 


te are 


he Ay 
Cow 





TO 
E OF, 


AKE THEIR 
FIRST 


& DORTINUCO FROM Pick 4 


annoying, but is that any rea 
bon to hawe hin bog off his 
tangue with a lightsaber? 
Thats 30 ur-ledHike of wou. 
Your kdiea of rewerige t5 Pare 
ing Leia being rescued by 
ze Jar Saireging acrass the : 
Death Star on his tanque? Gach! 
Second, | have a question. | just 
fharhed Getting ieib The Meat Jeli 
‘Order series. [t's really long! | cean 
Tag of the books, Veror Prine 
and Edge of Victory b Conquest, Fim 
hired of low on Earth-cash, and 
mort bookstores are cared Ey 
Taydarians who wan't accopit 
Aepublic Oredigs. When | find 
them at used book sakes or the 
ike, theyre always ripped, ton, or 
awe the spine bert, (My Vector 
Fame is eimocet im that commision 
alpegedy, arvdl | baught it new.) Are 
thene any ways for ime ta get the 
foe plete collection just the ones 
In paperback) cheaper? 
MAURIS 5.4, WILK 
Philadelphia, PA 
PS. Who answers the Aebel 
Rumblings anyway? 


Sonny, Morice, wee god to pick on 
fomebady, Sil we cake phar phe 
noble Jor Jor is an padenening pub 
Jct of abuse, cnc! we fhougitat Tony 
Moseley: desiction of Jar Jars 
beric suing ooross the Opatiy Star 
chasm anty highfighted his sevash- 
Bucking den On the other hand, 4 
ik Gur fault if he con't bonds ¢ 
fignhraber? As far pour Bargain 
Book hunt, wee conaniseggert nat 
au comin to Praunt distaurl 
Book ouier or peaps check 
ooine ductors, but as you palat 
out such copies are likebs in come 
with de some sont oof “Feed in* 
CDGranoe Wee COT fo exe 
frarre Totoolae. 4is for the identing of 
our “Tete! Alamivings” refedncler, 
fhe editorial "we" sour way af png. 
farting hite—or her'—from venge- 
ful fang oF Clb) tan eared Aa kar 


GAME BOY 


fm a beg fan of Star Mars, and | 
love Your magazine. Two years 


aga, when | was im 
the fifth grade, aur 
math teacher made us 
do 4 math-bated board 
game. | baaed mane 
‘on Star bars. After 
Receive fei gerade. 
| changed my game 
te 4 more traditional 
board game and called it “Death 
Star Escape.” to which § added 
ipaces to draw cards, lose turns, 
and advance spaces. All of my 
friends and iny siter's college 
friends enjoyed playing my 
game so much that | decided ta 
make a second game based on 
Episode |. My second game Is 
“Thead Regewe.” bul everyone 
calls it the Jar Jar game because 
they haw bo draw Jar Jar 
cards as they play. | have 
attached 2 picture of me 
holding The ganreed: | hope 
yau like them. 
MICHAEL ESSELSTEIN 
Ovlade, FL 






Note to Alosbror Aieep an eve on 


HAE cpuY eat Bite pau Firing 
qarrar designers! 


FORCE SICKNESS 
BAGS? ° 

| hawe a problem, | eeoukd realhy 
like ta play the myriad of Srar 
Wed PC games available out 
there, but the 30 motion makes 
me physically @L f get light- 
headed and maustous alter any 
4 few moments of playing—and 
Chan's mot Bea ee iy Seine is oe 
atrocious. | believe a log of the 
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[often hawe to run to my 


Gene ve = 
Og POMS 


CROSSWORD KUDOS 















































yi reed bo sneak a 


ward to atime ¥ le 


v(t makes my 


n the ma 


ISA, MUA ELA 
Garcon, ON, Canada 


ined ce 


ke the play 


DONALD BOYER 
Brann, WY 





d, and ai Tp SOT 
aL Che 


hel gained ge2 


ny Peeks ni ind Whe angeyers iio looking foe. | foe the che 7 


problem is because |am blind in 
one eye and have no depsh per- 
ception, Does anyone have a 


good mecommendation far a 
non-3D Sear Mars PC garnet 

CAROL GILBERT 

Celina, OH 


We Bhitk ou might enpoy Star Wire: 
Galncie Barvegraurad’y ond its 
(pansion pack, Chane Compaigns, 
eal fite strltedy gees nandered 
ingood ofa 70, 


FETT TUESDAY 

Ris Mardi Gras time down haere, 
ard | Chaughet you would like to 
sec my Stor rors Mardi Gvas 
Shoebox float! My school has a 
shorbor float parsde every year, 
ihink ey erry was the coolest! 
fly eres helped me a litthe! She is 


a a | 
Wolboshoy,. fA 


a Aiage Sor Mart fan too! | hoe 
you bog it! Thanks] 

BRAD BARTEE 

New Orleans, LA 


We Die AY ee BAe it the coolest, 
foo! Wie fle so mech thet aoe 


Wee? flop using eeclomation 
Bains, ether! 
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OBLIGATORY NIKKI 
& WILLIAM LETTER #1 
Thanks farinchiding out Halleween 
Death Star in asker 65 [Aebel 
fumbling: | What 4 reat bo open 
up cur firvorke magazine and see 
our picture in it Well, you men- 
Toned That yaw warned 1 see cur 
Easter basturt, so heene it i. 
NIKKI GOUDY 
& WILUAM MITAMOTO 
Los Angeles, CA 


In adoition to ther fot Bocter 
boiker, Milan ot thared lhe 
image of his favorite diving gear 
ond Ae pertonolired plotes, ano 





anncwniced pheir 


Che couple 


upcoming Star Wary wedding 
fow that's deratiorn Shi, tivee 
feqrers for a tmgle issue Beene 
excerve. so we cut them off... 
lanl We feceived pis ane: 


WE KNEW THE CLONES 
WERE CANADIAN 

TK- 167 
Caltorrea Sarisonm reerting ir. 
You had mentioned haw you 


from othe Southern 


lowe te see dancing stormntracg- 
ors, Well, Tve got one berber far 
you. How about Srar Mars on lee! 
Recentiy, the Southern Calilomia 
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Garrison was invited to partici 
pate in an ice Dogs hockey game 
here im Long Geach, ie had a 
blast helping out with opening 
ceremonies, interacting with he 


crows, dacvcing with the cheer 


lnaders and signing autographs 
for the kicts. 

WILUAM MlfaMoTo 

COMMANDING CFFICER, 

SOUTHERN CALIF RMI, GAR Sor sans 

Los Angeles, CA 


Your phos Ging beck vader 


memores of Bob ond Doug 


Mckenzie i Strange Brew, for 


which well break down and prrar 
your second letter. Wows, i you can 
AANage fo Trivia Iease Inoeped 
well enough fo tobe on The Mighty 
Ducks, weil talk fectune. 


POETRY CORNER 
We had prepired ourseieed for a 
Strong respense ho our poetry imvita- 
hand fin iio AG) Boal port conve 
how ondiclpaded the abeer vou of 
free vene thot hos nounced us over 
Thee past main, Sekchiers Aa stmuc- 
we ounabasiealy favored 
rigenming verse and 
the dang few wo 
employed! 
ang sectines, Alter 


fore, 


Sue es 


the verbo! obuse our 
editarin-chiel Fras 


bravely sutfencd fam anbey, lens er 
dite eho members who do mot 
OppvEcwITe drinmatic peadings. we 
would Nine fo renvadour pentie read: 
Bs Dial! fhe Beit ora etry rida 
cred baad a phone, 


CLONE WARS 


All of these warriors look 
he same 
Who canes if they live or dic? 





You cannot. cal & one by name 

They are riaught but pets, cali 
and tame 

They have ro mae ard doing ery 

All of these wartions look the same 


Ta Geoneshs thousands came 
In gunboats falling from the sky 
Wau Cannot call a ane by name 


They are ree in it fee ee Peer 
Which ti net true of some Jel 
All of these warriors book the same 


They might see war as just a game 
Marching in rays dlenthy by 
You cannot call aame by name 
Thinsing of them, | get a pang 
The endless saa of goaldiars sight 
All of these warriors look the sane 
Vou canna call sone by name 
SARAH PLUNKETT 
Buford, GA 


OBE TO ADMIRAL 

ACKBAR 

Ithink that | shall never soc 

Afih so wonderful as thes, 

Your bulbous eyes enchrall me, 

So keen to lead an army. 

Your skin $0 orange has an ele- 
gant glow: 

Your uniform so white is as pure 
as Slew, 
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four tactical expertise is inspiring; 
You knew the Geath Star's intri- 
cate wiring. 
0 lovely creature of the ea, 
lf f could be anyone, it's you | 
would be! 
NICHOLE WALKOUT 
Aaa Era, Ml 


THE GARBAGE 

COMPACTOR 

“Into the garbage chute, {lybeay!" 
Leia yelled, 

a§ She jumped through the hole 
in the grate. 

Han ralled his eyes and Luke 
stared in sunprise 

While a stormmtroaper said, 
“Divan Lhe cell bait.” 


The blaster fire flew hard and fast 
a5 Chewie ane Luke jung in. 

After exchanging a fow more 
blasts, Aan decded mot to see 
who would win, 

Soon all four were knee-deep in 
Mick [ewe Cheyeie, wlea's 
just 3 bit taller} 

When suddenly, with nao wanning 
aE mall, Lae beet cou fh Pica! 


He was siitked under the trash 
by 2 Dianoga 

Velen (he corpiechiorn Starbedd bo mesh 

But they were soon iree, by 
Theeepia's ples to stap all mash: 
an on prison level, 


Aria opened the door and they 
all ran out {smelling lovely Ira 
sure) and if you want to knoe the 
rest, ye mast watch Shar Mors, 
the best movie iin the world 

AMANDA VERNON 
Solon, OH 


CUNTITLED) 

It holds mein its fatal grasp. 

Flanesined hands that crush my 
bones, 

Are S0ares at tree with beady eyes, 

And kstons to my tortured rrmacs, 


Its jaws spread wie wah savage 
hunger, 

Its Teeth like blades of dursabeel, 

It drops mie in its gaping raurh, 


aEbk 


Send ws your Stor Wers drawings, paintings, elbow mocaroni 
| sculptures, ar anything elae thet shows off your artistic 
telents. All images submitted become the property of 
Lucasfilm Ltd, Your image will not be retuned, If you don't 
wert te give up the original piece, send o good phote= 
graph, photecapy, or digrbal image te one of the addresses 
below. There ore only o few more rules: 
Ho original characters, vehicles, of other tbems. If you 
feel like dawng, for example, o Jedi—on existing chor- 
eter, fo one in porticulor, oF yourself os o Jedi—thot's 


fire. Den"t invent new Dedi. 


W Include your nore, age, ond honvetowen. 


2 Your parent of guardian's permission i requared if you're 
17 or under (optional othereine), While you're ot it, howe 
your mom, dod, at other autheanty fiqure sarte o letter 
to go olong with your drawing. 


Send your art to: STAR WARS INGIDER, 33245 14d" Ploce SE, urbe 110, bellevue, WAYS007, frttn: Reader irt, 


of e-mail swinsidera)poins.com 


For 1am the manster’s mal, 


its teeth penetrate mi skin, 
Aight bellows my waist, 

And | feel my body aalit in ball, 
And | hope he hates my taste. 


As Idle in ageny, 
Listening to my awn bones ounch, 
Iwonder how it happened irae 
[became the rancor’s lumen, 
JEREMY ReKFFPAUIA 
Lubbock, TX 


ATTACK OF THE 

CLONES 

Just sit ght back and you'll hear 
a tale, 

A tale of 8 fabeful trip 

That stamed from a Mako agacepecrt, 

Aboard a Naboo starship. 


Condé the royal decoy, 

Was dregied a5 4 Senator. 

By the time they landedon Conscant, 
She was dead For sure. 


Yoda said to Padmé, 

In grave danger you ane. 
She had ta be mrotacted 
By old Friends from afar. 


The danger started getting bad, 

The Rouhours went for herineck. 
This started up a speeder chase, 

That ended in a wreck. 


Well, Zam fast an arm and then 
She died, 


Thre Jedi knees just what to ce. 

Obi-Wan went looking for Rannina, 

Anakin aad Padi headed for 
Naboo 


Obi-Wan fein Kaening 
Just ight where it should be, 
And [here wad 4 clone army 
fwiost impressive to gee, 


earwhile, Anakin's kissing Paired, 

Dissing sand and riding shaaks. 

In the manure-flled meadow he 

Fell right off, and gor trampled 
on the back. 


Obie WVan tried to capture Jange, 
To be guested) Ey Ae rea 
When he escapend im Bieve d, 
Itwes obvious whe fought best. 


How Anakin's having nightmares, 
Awaking fearhul ard all wet, 

So herent tosearch for Shorties fined 
4 steplamily he'd never met. 


He found his mam bat just too late, 

To sae her was fis geal 

When she went and died) he lest 
his. reine, 

And the Tuskens heads dd pall, 


How Obi-Wan's a prisoner on 
Geonosis, 





The Charen’ powers 
are mana, mos less. 

Anakin and Padmé end up 
captured ten: 

The galaxy is a mess. 


ESTAR WARE CHETOTR 
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The executions wert all wrong, 

Mute Gunray wad enraged. 

This all stacted up the Chom Was, 

Now Fadmeé and Anakin are 
ep ag] ae] 


The Jedi dive! wath Dooku 

Sure took a bot of guts, 

BxwA Master and apprentice 
were doomed 

‘Hl Toda saved thelr butts, 


Begun the Clone War-surely tack, 
Mare fighting will came soon 
But the Sicewalkers, they don'e 
give a dare 
They re on their honey. 
LINDSAY BROWN 
Lancaster, OH wi 
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STAR WA 


lnoticed that in the Return of the Jedi vintage collactian there 
is a skiff guard action figure by the mame of Mikio. | also 
neticed Ehat in the mew Altar of the Clones 
line of toys there ls a Jedi with the same 
name and the came likeness. ls he a Jedi that 
wast logt after the great Clone Wars? 

Ha, that’s not a survives of Geonosis working 
for Jabba the Hutt in Ferovn of phe Jedi, Mikbo 
fohers to the aliens specias, mat the characters’ 
nates. The Nikbo Jedi’'s name id Fie Sirch. 


diny chance well see Victory Star Destroyers in Episode iil? 
After all. they were in existence argund hat perked, 

i's undikely. but nog impossible. The Victory Star Destroyer finds ifs 
orgigs inghe Expanded Universe of Stor bars fiction, having first 
ap are de “Victorias Desiioper in 1979's Han dono's Meveage. 
Rewetn't until 187. in West Gnd Games Stor Mears Sourcebook, that 
aL ias Peeweamibeed tsa The Victory was The predecessor of the limgerial 
Star Destroper seen ind Mew Hope. Since then, a number of differ: 
ent images have come to nepresent the WSO. The Star Destroyers 
shen iia Mew Rope ane sumerticially different from those seen in 
Tbe Gore Stites Back and Return of phe Jedi, and some sources 
havercited those as VODs, Though thars mot really what a proper 
One Hooks like. Those loom mare like Markl imperial Star Gestroyers. 





YICTORY STAR 
DESTROYER 


IDustrotian by Doug chiang 


while the rare detailed warships seen in Epeodes VW and Vl are the 
Mark Il vessels. 4 photographic depiction of a VEO also eelsts in the 
maddie Stor Vrors Ghronicies book, using concept modelmaker 
Colin Cantesells protetype Star Desrreyer design as the vessel, but 
this is Hhe omby source to use that partioular design. 

The image wed most comment to depact a Victory Sar 
Gestroyer Is based on a sketch made by Joo Johnston during the 
froduction of A New Aage. lt is maith similar to the fin@hed 
Imperial Star Desteeyer micdel, excepa with extra flaring am its 
itarooeed and port edges, and extra growths on its conning 
bower, This i the basis for the ilitration by Doug Chiang seenin 
The Serta? Guide to Vehicles and Verses. 

The Episode Il Ae Department has mined same af Joe 
Johnston's unused designs in the development of wehiches and 
Rharceveré for Episode fi, but itis too earky to tell whether the Star 
Destroyer predecessor veil migke qhe final cut 


in Epiiode V1, we see Luke fighting 4 rancear, IF rancor came 
from the planet Dathomlr and Jabba lives on Tatooine, how 
did he cet the rancor down in that litth: pit? 

It's litehy thag Jabba digat know orth apprectate jaist wha in 5 
he had. The rancor that he kept on Tatacene came to the desert 
Glaner by accident One fateful day, hi undelings Bib Fortuna 


Sf TAR WARS IHGPIPER 








and Fidlo Kwerve discaverad a crashed ship in ihe sandy wastes 
Very little was known about the crashed ship—it belonged to a 
Caplan Grizrid, a monarigus sniugaler whoa had deale with 
Jabba in the past. Grizzd was hauling a special carga for an 
antiquitte dealer named Grendu, who had spent some 
time in ihe Targunt and Anmaat systems 

Kwerve investigated the crashed ship, sending several 
Gamanrean Guards to heir untimely deaths examining the 
derelict. Inside the downed weesel was aonce-captive rancor, 
ne Manger caged and quite angry, Al the tine, the nance 


warkn't fullegroawn—it was just about tea meters tall. Several 
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stun grenades later, Kwerve amd his crew subdued the 
beast. Keverve and Porluna presented the are creature 
to Jabba shonly thereatter, with the oppoetunisaic 
{ Fortuna taking the credit and the hapless Kweree being 
“rewarded” by serving as the captive ranoor's fest meal, 
This tale came from very earthy on in the Expanded 
Univers of Star ors bore, when the recor’ rit origin was kept 
purposely nvystarious. It wasn't unsil 1994's Courtshs of Priacess 
Lee by Gave Wolverton that the pected troe home was rewedked. 
Ag sich. there has been no sod connection benween Jabba's ran 
cor.and the rancar homevarld of Dathomir. 


Just bofore Obl-Wan and QuieGon's ship is blown up In 
Episode L we hear the captain yell out something. bs it just ime, 
or did she really cay something? 

The captain (Madakor, played by Bronagh Gallagher) shourts, 
“Sheds up” The scree has ber line as “Mod Wann... in ihe rough 
cut of the film, her dull lime is actually, “Warn the Jeci!* 


Spe: 


“What did pau cay?! 





According to Star Wars; Episode f The 
Phantom Menace Serapbeok, “Ta 
Become a Jedi Master, a Jedi must 
have successfully trained a young 
apprentice, known as a Padawan.” 
This Baffled me, because in Episode lll 
every character refers to Obi-Wan 
Kenobi as either Master Jedi or 
Master Kenobl, whan he is still an 
the middle of training his first 
Padawan, With whom dees the errar lie: Mr. Windham or the 
soreenplay writers, George Lucas and Jonathan Habos? 

The fern “Master” 15 used as an hoanorife to any Jedi who is cur- 
rently training a Padawan, in addition ta those Jedi who hae for 
Mally achieved the rank of Jedi Plaster, Though it may not be tech- 
nically cornect, itis culturally accepted, even within the rans of ihe 
Jedi, What govwems the true delineation between Knight and 
Master ik considered fairly esoteric knowledge, ard ihe typical 
galactic citizen apples a common tem of respect when dealing 
With @ Jedi, You'll mote That ihe onhy tiene anyone if corrected mis- 
using the term Waster” is when Sho Ribble instinetively—arid eriis- 
Lake ly¥—iices FL bS refer io Anakin. 


ou conceal me cee," 





What is a nerf herder? 

Aside from being 4 band that enjved s 
mid-level hit In 1587 calked “Wan Haler® 
(net io mention the ripping good theme 
music ta Bit the Kane SayerL a ref 
herder is someone who herds nerfs, clearly. 
But whats a nerd? A ref is arargy, grurnipy 
hergivere raised for its meat an Alderaan, 
The antlered beasts ane tended to by ani 
almost equally sudy and scruffy bunch af 
leerdhers far Their mea These lower-class agricultural workers were 
the butt of many jokes and the source of many class-based dispar- 
agements on Alderaan, so for a noble fke Princess Leia, the term 
“nerf herder” is a common insult 
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[was wetching Altick of the Chomes for the 30 millionth time 
and natleed once more the different color armors ef the clane 
tracpers. | understand that for Trade Federation Battle 
Crodds, blue signifies a pilet, red signifies asecurity droid, ane 
yellow 6 commander, Are the clone colors the same? 

Mot quite, The coki-cading on barle droidh denotes function, while 
the clones" colors denote rank. Alyollow clone is.a commander, a red 
cane ia captain, blue & leutenant, 
and green |s a sergeant. The yellow 


and red ones can be seen in the 
Geonoss bathe ard che Coruscang 
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parade grounds. The blue ones can be 
spon picking up ther helmets in the 
Kaming barmacks. The green ones are hard to spot—they're in che 
Parade ground scene among the hundreds. They were to have fig: 
ured more prominerdly im the ground hartie, but ihe garish clashing 
of so mary calor stripes worked 
agaerst chem, One Ihe com pasi- 
tor fokingly remarord that the 
chore anny, al tines, looked like it 
was spansared by Skirtles, 
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In New Hope, why does Obi-Wan tell 
Luke “only imperial stonmtroopers 
are oo pnecie” about blaster marks on 
the sanderawiers? Shorctreagend are 
horrible shots! 
) To be fair, stonvtroopers sem 
tobe lousy shots onhy shen ding 
©? atthe hemes: they mopped up the 
no-name Rebel logers aboard the 
Tantie I’ pretiy quickly. It's a cheap 
excuse, Gut thats serie immunity for 
you. Ta probe this query a bit mon 
realistically, Ben caukl have been 
> specifically referring ta where the 
Stormtroopers shot, Wide of the Blast 
Boies were very well concentrated on the tread mechanisms af 
the sandcrawler, indicating a technical knowledge and precision 
military drilling. Tusken Rakders wouldin'r 
have been a6 discipined in their shooting. 


In Epiiade |i, in Amidala's apartment, 
before Anakin says Ob/-Wan is a great 
Mmenter, wheat is that droid on the window? 
There are two dreids. One i 
an 0NS-424 Iinstallar droid, 
which affine a new pane of glass in the window, 
The other is the CLEAR dread, a cleaner circa) 
Syecteaeen| that bulfs the glass spotless. 
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Whatever possessed Jar Jar to propose ghing the Supreme 
Chanceller emergency powers oo that he could create am 










wasn’t he opposed to the Military Creation Act? 
Amidaia's oppostion to the Military Creation Act was based 
Tear that it would lead to open warfare. She believed char if 


proxy for the leader of the opposition made it chear jst icra! dre im 
the Stuagion had becerne, 


In the deleted scene from Episode fl where Paar 
addresses the Senate, Mas Amedda flaps his ton 
when she's done with her speech, What the heck was 
that all about? 

While | could speculate that flas Armed 
Ga hardiore member of the KISS army, it's 
really mong of a Chagrian way of demonsiraa- 
ing dominance and calling far attention. 
Am@oda vas anerpring te call tororder, oH 
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De pau howe 3 thor Bort bree tacit Chet pad fee feed Lhe omener to? | 
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Master Replicas bei ne ae Wes habe ated Bape 
by Lucasfilm Led. sings oh ce As ate yt 

faithful to the lightsaber seen eee in Stor Wars: Attack of the Clones, This niece 
collectible comes with a custom dessened display case. a silver-boned metal P ro 
with series number, and a certificate of authenticity, Constructed fram durable 
machined and die-cast metal components, each replica is polished and assembled 

a hand to meet our ae oe 


Suggested Retail Price: $349.00 
ITEM OGL SWW-1 12 | 
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To protect and enhance your investment, your Master Replicas Master Replicas LUC, in partnershap with ein Ltd, proudly 

limited edition prop replica wall: presents a superior line of steal licensed Sher ors prop 

* be intensively researched for accuracy replicas. Master Replicas is solely dedicated to delivering authentic 

* be hand-aisembled and meticulously finished high quality replicas of movie and television progs with supenor 

* indude a signed Lucashilrn Cert#icate of Authersticity Customer Serie. 

* indude behindthe-scenes information about the prop itseli 

* include 8 display case of stand and numbered plaque To order ose more information, including 

«© be limited in number ta build exclusivity upcoming releases, please visit our website 
Tee CeerciaL Brae Was Wee Bare at WW, masterreplicas.com or call i 


© 20) Lucdetbn Lid. 2 TL Al nghts pesereedd 
© 2002 blaper Repices LLC All aahts reserved 





rnc | 906 REPUA MASTER 


Pee eet Sti REPLIC&# 










Jedi Master Mace Windu must seek 
his former Padawan... 
: — =e her from the'dark side. 


The, first original Clone Wars novel! 







| pe TT TERPOI} KX SINT g 





We ss 
ne MS] 


Mew Feel; One., J 
b Fter 


A Del Rey/LucasBooks Hardcover 
Available June 3 wherever books are sold 
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